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. T is not my Preſent Deſign to touch on any 
articular Opinions, whether they are Right 
or wrong ; nor on any of thoſe ſmaller Points 

of Practice, which are variouſly held by Men of difter- 
ent Periuaſions: But firſt, to point out ſome Things 
which on Common Principles are condemn'd by Men of 
every Denomination, and yet found in all; and ſecond- 
ly, Some wherein thoſe of each Denomination, are 
more particularly inconſiſtent with H ozvn Principles. 

And, Firſt, it is my Deſign, abſtracting from Of:- 
nions of every kind, as well as from diſputable Point: 
ot Practice, to mention ſuch of thoſe Things as occur 
to my Mind, which are on Common Principles condem - 
ded, and notwithſtanding found, more or leſs, among 
Men of every Denomination. 

2. But before I enter on this unpleaſing Taft, I be 
ſeech you, Brethren, by the Mercies of Gov, by What. 
ever Love you bear to Gop, to your Country, to 3 owt 
own Souls; do not conſider vhs ſpeaks, but «rho? 1: 
ſpoken. If it be poſſible, for one Hour lay Prejudice 
aide; Give what is advanced a fair Hearing. Corn:- 
der ſimply on each Head, Is this True, or 15 1: fake ? 
Is it reaſonable, or is it not? if vou aſc, But in 
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whoſe Judgment? I anſwer, In your own; I appeal 
to the Light of your own Mind. Is there not a Faith- 
fal Witneſs in your own Breaſt? By this you muſt 
fland or fail. You cannot be judged by another Man's 
Conſcience. Judge for yourſelt by the beſt Light you 
have. And the merciſul Gop teach Me and Thee 
whatſoever we know not! 

Now, as I ſpear chiefly to thoſe who believe the 
SCriptures, the Method | propoſe is this, Firſt, To ob- 
ſerve What Account is given therein of the ue, the 
antient Church of Gop, inaſmuch as / theſe Things 
ont Avritle 1 Jer "Ur SHSITUCTION who ſay, we are ra 
THE e hurch we the Gon of {ſreet. Sccondly, 
appeal to All who profels to be Members there of, 
0 3 one who is called a Chriſtian, How far, in 
«ach Inſtauce, the Parallel holds? And how much x 
C . than they 7 < 

Furſt, I am to obſerve: what Account the Scri 
cares give of the Furs, the antient Church of Gop. 1 
mean, with regard to their Moral Character; Their 
Jempers and Outward Behaviour. 

No ſooner were they brought out of Ez:#7, than WE 
find them murmiuring ga G0 D, (Exod. xiv. 12. 
Again, when he had juſt brought them thro' the Ria 
Sea uit a mighty Herd and a firetch'd-cit Arm, (c. xv. 
24.) And yet gain, quickly 2 aſter, in the Wilderneis 
of Zin, your IN Harun ugs (ſaith Moses ar not againſt 

, But avci:f] the ons (c „NI. 8.) N ay, even while 
wa was git S them Bren Jrom 8 S they were ſtill 
PII WUrENG and terbling GOT), (c. XxVIi. Z, 3. and the! 
amazing Language: at that Seaſon Was, I the Lok 
among us or nat ? c. xvii. 4.) 

The fame Spirit they ſhew'd, during the whole for. 
ty-Years, that he bore ther Maineri in the Wilterne!s : 
A\. ſolemn Teſtimony whereof, Mies ate in the Lars 
tf all-the Congregation © ef liract, when Gop was about 
to take him away from their Head; 7hey hawe corrupted 
themſelves (faith he) their Spot avas not of his Children; 
They are a perverſe and cr oo Generation. The LORD 
led Facob about; he inſiructed him; he ket him as the 
Atple of his Eye, (Deut. xxxii. 5, 10.) He made him 


ride on the high Places of the Earth, that he might cat. 
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the Increaſe of the Fields: Then. he forſook GOD which 
made hd and lightly eſteemed the Rack of his Salvation, 
ev. th, 4% £2.) 

In lice Manner God complains long after this, Hear 
O Heawens, aud give Ear, O Earth! 1 hawe nourijh.d 
and brought up Children, and they have rebelled againſt 
me. The Ox tnoxveth his Owner, and the Aſs his Mar 
fter's Cribs But Iſrac! doth not Rory my People doth not 
conſider, An ful Nation, a People laden with Iniguity, 
2 Seca of Evil Decrs, Children. that are Corrupters, they 
pave forſaken the Loxp, they hae proweked »he Holy 
One of ljract, : (Iſa. i. 2, 3, 4.) Can n Maid forget 72 
Ornaments, and a Bride her Attire? Tet my People have 
Frgetten me, F Number, (Jer. ii. 32.) 

i... And as they did not like to retain GOD in their 
foncavledge, 10 they had fall OL.» to the Ordinances 
of Gon, "Execs from the Days of your Fathers, (ſaith 
Crop by his Prophets) Je are gone ava y fron mine Or- 
dinancts, end have not kept them, (Mat. i. 7. Te have 
laid, It is ain to [erve GOD; and, I Profit is it 
that ave haas kept his Ordinances ? (v. 13.) Thou haſt 
rt called upon me, O Jacob, but thou aſt becn weary 

nne, O Ir ael : Thyu haſt not brought me my Burnt- 
f)Ferings, neither haſt thou honour'd me with thy Sacri- 
Hebe, (dla. xliv. 22, 23.) And ſo the Prophet hanſelf 
confeſſes, Thou meeteft theſe that remember Thee in thy 
Ways ut there is none that calleth upon thy Name, 
Hat ro 1% himſelf to take heli! of Thee, Iſaiah Ixiv. 
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But the y called upon his Name by vain Oaths, 

N ns and Blaſphemy. 80 TFeremiah, Beceuje of 
S eres the Land mourneth, (c. X11. io.) And thounh: 
They ſay, The Lord liveth, och they fe bear, faljtly, (c. v. 
2. So Hoſea, They have ſpoten Nerds, fevearmg faije- 
ly in making a Covenant: So Etehzel, They Jay the Lord 
Jee th us net, the Lord hath forſaken the Earth. So Iſaiah, 
Ther Tengas and their Doi ings are Sean the Lord, t9 
frowoke fe Ayes of his Glory, < Hl; Te ay, Let 
jim make Speed and haften his 1 os ” <ve may ſee it, 
end let the Counjel of the Hal, One draxv nigb and come 
that we may know it, (c. v. 190 Rs 50 Malacli, re 
EQUE N ecaricd the Lord erith pour Ht Lords; Je ſay, EVENY 
A ne 
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one that doeth Raul, is good in the Sight of the Lord, and 
He delighteth in them; And, Where is the COD of Fudg- 
ment? (e. Ii. 17.) 

6. And as they de/j:/ed hie Holy Things, ſo they pro- 
paned his Sabbatis, Heck. xxii. 8.) Yea, when Gop 
ſent unto them, ſaving, Tale Heee unto yourſelves, and 
tear no Burden on the Satoath Day, neither do Je any 
Fork, but hallow ye the Sabbath Day, es J commanded 

tur Fathers ;----7 e& they obcred not, neither inclined thar 
'E er, but made their Neck Hi ge, that they might not hear 
nor recti ve Inſtruction, (Ter: Kii. 215 22, 23.) 

Neither did they honour their Parents or thoſe whom 
Gop from Time to Time app ;ointed to be Rulers over 
them. In tber (in Feruſalem, faith the Prophet) they 
have let light by Farber and Mother, (Fuck. xxii. .) 
And from the very Vay waen God brought them up 
out of the Land of Egypt, their Murmurings, Chiding, 
Rebellion and Diſobedience, againſt thoie whom he 
had choſen to 90 before them, make the moſt conſider- 
able Part of their Hiſtory. So that had not Moſes /tocd 
74 the Gap, He had even then deſtroy'd them from the 
Face of the Earth. 

How much more did they afterwards provoke 
Gon, by Drunkenneſs, Sloth and Luxury? They have 
erred thro' Wine, (faith the Prophet {/aiah} aid tbr 
firong Drink they are out of the Way; (C. XXVII. 7:4 
which occaſioned thoſe vehement and repeated Warn- 
Ings, againſt that reigning Sin; Moe to the Drunkards 
cf Ephraim, them that are everceme with I ine, (ver. 1.) 
the Drunkards of £ Brain ſhall be trodden under Foot ;; 
(v. 3.) Hoe unto them that rife up early that they may fol- 

FUG fy ong Drink; that continue until Night, 15 Il ine 
mnflume them , But they regard not the Work 99 5 the 

Lord, neither conſider the Operation of his Hands, (c. 
11, 12.) Woe unto them that are mighty to a ink Wing, 
oy Men ef Strength to mingle flrong Drink ; u. 22. 
Wie to them that are at Eaſe in Lion, -I hat lie upon 
Beds of Ivory, and ftiretch themſelves upon their Couches, 
and eat the Lambs out of the Flock, and their . Ves out 
O, "the Mr. it of the Stall, that chaunt to the Sound of the 
Viol, and invent to themletves Iuſiruments of Muſick, --- 
tat diink Il ine iu Bord Is, and anoint themjeiies with 
the 
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the chief Ointments ; but they are not grieved for the Af- 
fiction of Foſeph, (Amos vi. ver. 1, 4, 5, 6.) Behold this 
(faith Ezekiel to Feruſalem) was the Iniquity of thy Si- 
fier Sodom ; Fulneſs of Bread and Abundance of lalenc/s 
was in her and in her Daughters, (c. xvi. 49. 

8. From Soth and Fulneſs of Bread, Lewdneſs na- 
turally follow'd. It was even while Moſes was with 
them, that tbe People began to commit Whoredom with 
the Daughters of Moab: Yea, of the Daughters of 
Zion Iſaiab complains, They wwalr with flretched-forth 
Pecks and wanton Eyes, (c. iii. 16.) And of his People 
in general GOD complains by Jeremiah, When I had 
fed them to the full, they aſſembled themſelves by Troops 
in the Harlot's Houſes. They avere as fed Horſes in the 
Morning, every one netghed after his Neighbour's Witt, 
(c. v. 7, 8.) They be all Adulterers, an Aſſembly of 
treacherous Men, (c. ix. 2.) The Land is full of Aaul- 
terers, (c. xxiii. 10.) 5 

Yea, and ſome of them weie given up to unnatural 
Luſts. Thus we read, Backe xix 22. he Men of 
Gibeab (beſet the touſe, wherein the Stranger was, and 
beat at the Dur, end Tpake to the Maſter of the Houle 
ſaying, Bring forth the Man that came into thine Houſe, 
that wwe may Abb him. And there were alſo long after 
Seaumites in the Land, in the Days of Rehoboam and of 
the following Kings: {he wory Shew of hoſe Counte- 
Nance woitneſad aga¹ν. then, 2 they acclared their Sin 
as Sodom, they hid it not, (ita. ili. 9.) 

9. This was accompanied with Injuſtice in all its 
Forms. Thus all the Prophets teſtify againſt them, 7e 
Lord locked for judgment, but behold Oppreſſion; , 2 
Rzghteauſneſs, but behotd a Cry, (Iſa. v. 7.) Thou haſt 
talen Ulury and Iucreaſe; thou haſt greedily gained of 
thy Nagh bour by E xtortion—Pebold, have ſmitten my 
Hand, Gas thy diſhoneſt ain achich thou haſt made, 
(Rel. XX11; 12; 13.] The Be [ances of Deceit ai in Fa- 
cob's Hand; be 12 eth to oppreſs (Hol. Xt; 7. Are 
there tot yet the (cant Meaſure that is aborminceble; the 
euicked Balances, and the Bag ef deceitful Weights ? 
(Mic. vi. 10, 11.) He that departeth from Evil, maketh 
himſelf a Prey, (Iſa. lix. 15.) And the Lord jaw it, and 
% dilpleaſed him, ti tree vas , fu ment. The 
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Wicked dewvoureth the Man, that is more righteous than 
he. They take up all of them with the Angle, they catch 
them in their Net, and gather them in their Drag, (Hab. 
i, 13, 14, 15.) They covet Fields and take them by V1o- 
lence, and Houſes, and take them away, (Mic. ii. 2.) 
They pull off the, Robe with the Garment, from them that 
paſs by ſecurely, (v. 8.) They have dealt by Oppreſſion 
with the Stranger; they have wvexed the Fatherle/s and 
the Widow, (Ezek. xxl. 7.) The People of the Lond 
have uſed Oppreſſion and exerciſed Robbery ; and bane 
wexed the Poor and Needy, yea, they have oppreſſed th: 
Stranger wrong fully, (v. 29.) Their Works are li ort of 
Iniguity, and the Act of Violence 7s in their Hands, (lia. 
1x, 6.) Judgment 2s turned away backward, ond Juſtice 
Handeth afar off ; for Truth is fallen in the Street, ona 
Equity cannot enter, (v. 14.) 
10. Truth indecd was fallen, as well as Julice, 2E. 

ery Mouth, ſaith 1/aiah, ſpeateth Fully, (e. ix. 1. 
This is @ rebellious People, lying Children, (o. wn. 9 
their Lips have ſpoken Lies and muttered Per er ne,, 

None calleth for Juſtice, ner any pleadeth for Iruth,; 
hey truſt in Vanity and ſpeak Lics, (c. lix. 3, 4.) This 
occaſioned that caution of Jeremiah, Tale ye heed every 
exe of his Neighbour, and truſt ye net in any Brother; 
for every Brother «vill utterly ſubplant, aud every Neioh- 
Hour <vill avalk with Slanders. And they will deccice 
every ene his Neighbour, and will. not ſpeak the Truths 
they hawe taught their Tengue to ſpeak Lies, aud wear, 
the, SG to commit Iniquity, (c. ix. 4, 5.) 

And even thoſe who abſtained from theſe grof: 
ng Sins, were ſtill inwardly corrupt and ubomina- 
ble. The whole Head was ſick, and the awht:le Hoon 

Toas faint ; yea, from the Sole of the Fect ein unte the 
Head there was no Soundneſs, but Wounds and Bruijes, 
and putrifying Sores, (lia. i. 5, 6.) All theſe Nations 
({aith Gop) are uncircuniciſed; and all the Houſe of Iſt a- 
el are uncircumciſed in Heart, (Jer. ix. 26.) Their Peart 
% divided, Hoſ. x. 2.) They hace jet up their Idols in 
ther Heart ; they are all eſi1 uuged Jt om me through their 
Idols, (Exe k. iv. 35 4.) 

Their Soul ſtill clave anto the Daft, They laid up 
Treaſures upon Earth, From the lcaſt of ibem, ſaint 
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Teremiah, even unto the greateft, every one is given to 
Covetouſneſs, (c. vi. 13.) They panted after the Duft 
ef the Earth, (Amos ii. 7.) They laded themſelves with 
tick Clay, (Hab. ii. 6.) They joined Houſe to Houſe, 
and laid Ficld to Field, until there «vas no Place, (Ia. 
v. 8.) Yea, they enlarged their Deſires as Hell: 1 
were as Prath, and could not be ſatisficd, (Hab. ii. 5.) | 
And not only for their Covetouſneſs, but for | 
Ko Pri ide of Heart were they an Abomination to the | 
LoD. The Pride of T/rael, faith Hujea, doth teſtify to 
bis 11 ace, (c. vii. 10.) Hear ye, give ear, faith Jeremi- 
, be not proved —— Give Glory to the Lord your God, 
(e. viii. 15.) But they would not be reprov'd; they 
Were 55 d in their own Eyes, and prudent tz ther 
ozvn Sizht, (Ia. v. 21.) and continually ſaying to their 
Neigen, Stand by ee come not near to nie; for 1 
ami holier than thou] (Tia. Ixv. 5.) | 
They added Hyboerify to their Pride. This People, | 
faith Gop himſelf, de near me ait their Mouth, and 
avith their Lips ds honour me, but have removed their 
Hearts far from me, (Iſa. xxix. 13.) They have not 
cried unto me with their Heart, evhen they holed upon 
#9:ir Beds, (Hoſ. vii. 14.) They return, but not to the 
Moſt High; they are like a azceitful Bow, (v. 16.) The 'Y 
aid but Platter him <vith their Mouth, and difſemble <vith 
Zim in their Tongue, (Pial. Ixxvin. 30.) ſo that herein 
they only frophancd the Holineſs of the Lord. And this 
Fg a Je dere gin, faith Malacli, covering the Altar of 
Le Lo dA avith Tears, with a averpimg and ab ith crying out, 
e that he regardeth net the Offering any more, 


\ 


le. 1 33 
3. This Gop continually declared to thoſe formal 
Worſhippers, That their Outſide Religion was but 
vain, Jo <vhat Purpoſe is the Multitude of your Sacrt- 
tices, ſaith the Lord? I am full of the Burnt-Offerings 
of Kams, and 1 delight not in the Blood of Bullocks, or of 
ELumbs, or of He Goats. Bring no more vain Oblations : 
luctiſe is an Abomination unto me; the New Moons and 
Sabbaths, the calling of Aſſemblies, I cannot awvay with 
it ig Iniquity, even the ſolemn Meeting. IL hen you 
Spread forth your Hands, I will hide mine Eyes from you; 
3a, evhen ye make many Prayers, I will not hear, (Iſa. 
ERS 


her 1 ea 

„13, 15.) He that Rilltth an Ox is as if he flew 
a " Mow; 3 he that ſacrificeth a Lamb, as. if he cut off a 
Dog's Neck, (c. Ixvi. 3.) When they faſt, I vill not hear 
thur Cry; and ab hen they offer an Oblation, I will not 
accept it, (Jer. xiv. 12.) Co ye, ſerve your Idols, if ye 
abi not hearken unto me ; but pollute ye my holy Name 10 
more with your Gifts, (Ezek. xx. 39.) 

14. Yet all this Time were they utterly carele/s and 
feeure; nay, confident of being in the Favour of Go. 
They were 47 Eaſe; they put far away the Evil Day, 
(Amos vi. 1, 3.) Ever co Hen GOD had pour'd his An- 
ger upon Iſrael, it ſet him on Fire round about, yet he 
bees 7 not: It burned him, yet he laid it nat to Heart, 
(Ha, Kki, 25. 4 deccis ved Heart had turned him afide, 
that he could not ſay, Js there not a Lie in my Right-hand? 
(c. .xhv. 20.) So far from it, that at this very Time 
they ſaid, Ve are innocent, _ Ya not /inned, (Jer. ii. 
355 3790 We are awe, and the Lazy 3; * the Lord is with 
us, (c. viii. 8.) The Temple of the Lord ! the Temple of 
the Lord are ave. (c. vii. 4.) 

Thus it was that they harden'd themſelves in 
their Wickedneſs, They are impudent Children, faith 
God, and /tijff-hearted, (Ezek. ii. 4.) Were thy aſhamed. 
co they had comm itted eee Na they avere 
act at all aſhamed, neither could they bluſh, (Jer. vi. 15 
1 hawe ſpread out. my. Hand all the Day 19 a rebullis 
People, that 22 cAeth me to Anger centinually to in 
Face, (Ia. Ixv. 2, 3. They evill not hearken unts me, 
faith the Lor. {, fer all the Hot fe if Iſrael are tmpudent 
aud Hard- hearted, (Ezek. iii. 77 Since the Day bit 
their Fathers came forth ont of the Land of I S5 Pt ale 
this Day, T have ſent unts them all my Servants the Pi- 
phets, riſing up early and ſending them; yet ih heark- 
en d not unto me, nor inclin d their Ear, but furden' d 
their Neck; they did Worſe than their Fat, ers, Jer. vi 
25, 26.) 

They were equally harden'd againſt Mercies and 
Judgments. When he gave them Rain, both the former 
and the latter in his Seaſon 3" When he reſerwcd unto 
them the appointed Weeks of the Harveſt, filling their 
Hearts with Food and Gladneſs, ſtill none of this „e- 
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ee and rebellious People ſaid, Let us neo fear the 
Lord our GOD, Jer. v. 23, 24.) Nor yet did hey 
turn unto him when he ſmote them, (c. ix. 9, 13.) In 
that Day did the Lord call to weeping and to morning: 
and behold Joy and Gladneſs, eating Fleſh and drinking 
Vine; : let us eat and drink, for 8 we ſpall die, 
(e. xx11. 11, 12) Altho' he conſumed them, yet they re- 
fuſed to receive Inſtruction; they made their Faces harder 
than a Roch. None repented him, but exe: one turned 
to his Courſe, as a Horſe ruſheth ints the Battle, Jer. v. 
3. c. viii. 6.) I hawe given you Want of Bread in ali 
your Places, yet have ye not returned unte me, faith the 
Lord. I have alſo with-holden the Rain from you when 
there avere yet three Months unto the Haute I have 
ſmitten you with Blaſting and Mildexv ; your Gardens and 
your Vineyards the Palmer Worm devoured, --- I have ſent 
among you the Peſtilence after the Manner of Fgy pt; jour 
young Men have Tflain with the Sewword----- I have oder. 
thrown ſome of you, as GOD gv bret Sodom and GO. 
morrah, and ye were as a Firebrand pluck'd out of the 
Burning; yet hade ye not returned unte me, faith the 
Lord, Amos W 
16. In conlequence of their Reſolution not to re. 
turn, they would not endure ſound Doctrine, or thoſe 
that ſpake it. They /a:d t9 1 5 deers, fee not; and to 
the Proprets, Pr opmecy Rol unto US 11 7 H. 3 Speak 
unto us ſmooth Things----Cauje t e Hil; Oe of Tract to 
ceaſe from before us, (1a. xxx. 10, 11.) But they hated 
Pim that rebared in the Cate, and ther abharred him 
that jpake uprichtly, (Amos v. 10.) Accordingly, thy 
People (faith Gov to Eeciel } fiill are telking againſt 
tC, by. the U. alls, and iu the Doors of. the Houſes, 
(c. XXx111. 30.) Aud Amaziah the Prieſt ſent to Jero- 
boam, Azz of By ael, /a;ing, Amos hath conſpired againſt 
thee in Fo Mzadj? of the Houſe of Iſrael; the Land is 
nat able to 5 all his Words. Alh Amaziah /aid unto 
Amos, Gs flee thee away into the Land of Judah, and 
propheſy there, But pr abheſy rt again any more at Be- 
thel, for it is the King's Chapel, Same i, it the King's 
Court, (c. vii. 10, 12, 13.) From the ſame Spirit it 
was that they ſaid of Seremias, Come and let us deviſe 
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Dewices againſt him-----Come and lit us ſmite him auth, 
the Tongue, and let us not give heed to any of his Words, 
(c. xviii. 18.) Hence it was that he was conſtrained 
to cry out, O Lord, I am in Deriſian daily; every one 
anocketh me. Since 1 ſpate, the Word of the Lord was 
made a Reproach unto me, and a Deriſion daily: For 1 
heard the defaming of many, Fear on every Side: Report, 
Jay they, and ave awvill report it: All my Familiar: 
avatched for my halting; faying, Peradwventure he ill 
be enticed, and ave all prevail againſt him, and «ue 
fall take our Revenge on him, (e. Xx. 7, 8. 10.) And 
elſewhere, Noe is me, my Mother, that theu haſt borne 
me a Man of Strife, = a Mam of Contention 10 the 
ao oe Earth. I hewve neither lent on Uſui y, or Men 
Dave lent to me on Uſury ; yet every one of then doth cure 
me, (C. xv. 10. q 
17. But F a Man wolting in the S{irit of Fal/hood, 
de lie (faith the Prophet Micah} ſayiug, I awill pro- 
pheſy unto thee of Wine ana 7 firong Drink, he Hall exo. 
be the Prophet of this People, (e. ii. 11.) And Gov gave. 
them Paſtors after their own Hearts ; ſuch were thoſe 
Sons of Eli, Sons of Belial, abo knew not the Lord, 
{ I SAM. 11, 12.) rapacious, covetous, violent Men, 
ver. 14, 15, 16.) by reaſon of whom Men abhorre.s 
the Offering of the Lord, ver, 17.) who not only de 
thumfelves wile, (c. ili. 13.) but alſo ade the Lords 
People to tranſgreſs, (c. ii. 24.) while they made 7h; 22. 
l ves fat with the chiefift of all the Offerings of liracl, 
v. 29.) Such were thoſe of whom Jaiah ſays, Te 
Pr zeſt and the Prephet hade erred thro' firovg Dri 1 
they are fevallowed up of Wine, (e. Xxviii. 7.) n 
Je, ay they, I wwill fetch Wine, and abe will fill our- 
ſelves with ſtrong Drink; and To-morrow ſoall be a; 
this Day, and much more abundant, (c. vi. 12.) There. 
fore {faith he) the Lord hath poured out on 0 the 
Spirit of deep Sleep, and hath cloſed your Eyes: The 
Prophets and the Seers hath he covered; and the J iſion 
of all is become unto you as, the Words of a Book that 7; 


ſealed, (c. xxix. 10, 11.) Such allo were thoſe of 


whom he ſaith, Har Watchmen are blind, they are all 
ignorant; they are all dumb Dogs; they cannot bark, 
ſleeping, lying, down, loving to fumber . Ita, they are 
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which avas driven away, neither have ye fought that 
which was leſt, but with Force and <vith Cruclty have y. 
ruled them. And they xvere ſcattered becauſe there is no 
Shepherd, and they became Il eat to all the B eajts of the 
Field. Yea, my Flick avas feattered upon all the Face of 
the Earth, and none did ſearch or ſeek after them, (c. 
XIV. 16.) 

19. To the ſame Effect do the other Prophets de- 
clare, Fe are departed out of the Way, ye have cauſed 
many to flumble.----- Therefore have 1 Pl made you con- 
temptible and baſe before all the People, (Mal. ii. 8, 9.) 
From the Prophet even unto the Pricſt, every one dealeth 
falſely. They have healed alſo the Hurt of the Dauahbter 
of my People ſighth, ſaying Pee 7 Peace, when there ts 
wo Peace, (Jer. vi. 13, 14. They propheſy Lies in my 
fame, LC, X1V. 14.) T hey ſay af unto them that de- 
ſpiſe me, the Lord hath ſaid, ye ſhall hase Peace; and 
they ſay unto every Man " wwalkreth after the Imagina- 
tion of his own' Heart, no Evil ſhall come upon jou, c. 
ii i I Prophet _ Jeruſalem frengthen the 
Hands of the Ewil-dgers, that none doth return from his 
WWickedne/ , AV: 14 They have ſeduced my Pe ple, and 
one built up a WV all, ond Jo others daubed it avith untem- 
per d Mortar, (Ezek. xiii fo.) With Lies they have 
made the ets of the righteous fad, whom ] have not 
made fad; and Rrengthened the Hwids of the l icked, 
that be ſhould nat return from his Wicked Way, by pro- 
ming him Life, (P22; Many Paſtors have deſtroyed 

y Vineyard, they have trodden my Portion under Foot ; 
1 have made my ple aſani Portion a deſolate I. 72 neſs, 
(Jer. XII. 10.) hers 25 4 Conyjp ir dry of her Prof bets in 
Py je Mid/t of ber, dike a d ing Jiu, vadening the 
Prey. 5155 have. devoured Siuls, (Ek. XXII. 25. 
75 2 ja its ; the Lord, Feed t/ E Fiock of the Slaught, * 5 

. / WT 7 ay them, and poid ele. 55 not guilty, 

and they that je: 11 them ſav, Bliſſtd ve the Lord, for 1 am 
11 ; and their own Shepberds pity them not, ach, X1, 


II. 1. Such is the general Account which the Scrip- 
tures give of the Jews, the antient Church of Gov. 
And 
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And fince all theſe things were «urittez for our Inflruc- 
tion, Who are now tlie viſible Church of the Goo. of 
tjrael, I ſhall in the next Place appeal to all who pro- 
feſs this, to every one who calls himſelf a Ch-i/77an, 
How far in cach Inſtance the Parallel holds? and how 
much eve are better than hey ? 

:\nd firſt, Were they arlcant NEA? I Uthe * repine ac 
the Providence of Gov? Did they 35 I the Lord 
among us or not? When they were in imminent Dan— 
ger, or pre! 11g 8 n and ſaw no Way to eſcape ? 
And winch of i us can Jay, F am clear frem this Sin: 1 


have waihed my. Hands and my Heart in Innoce! ney ? 
Have not we who 7:dee others, dine the ſame Things ? 
7 mured and ri þincd times Without? Number: vea, ard 


that when we were not in preiling Luut, nor diſtrefled 
with imminent Danger? Are we not in general, {our 
own Writers being the Judges) have we not ever 
been from the earlieſt Ages, 1'repining, murmuring, diſ- 
contented People, never r long {ati-hed either with Gop or 
Man? Surely in this we have great need to humble 
ourlelves before Gop; for we are in no wiſe: better 


- 
4 


But Juen ferſook GOD awwhich made bim, and 
lig Lily eſieiutd the Reck of his Salvation. : And did not 
England too? At ye of the Generations of old, en- 
quire from the riſing of the Sun to the going down 
thereof, . l ether there was ever a People ca Ned: by Is 
Name, which hay leſs. of GO D in all their Thug! Mts? 
Who in the Whole 'Fenor of their Behaviour ſhew'd to 
Jig ht an E it | 72 for the Rock of their Salvation? 

Could there ever be Rronger r Cauſe for Gon to. cx 
Out, Hear, O Heaae, J, aud £7T'E Ear, Earth l F or 
hath he not nowrifbed and b ror, "I us 2 as his Children 2 
And yet, how have we reh belled again him! It I/r cet 
of old did not know GOD; if his antient People did 
not confider ; was this peculiar to Them? Are not We 
alſo under the very ſame Condemnation? Do We, as 
a People, &row Gob? Do We confder him as Gop ? 
Do We tremble at the Preſence of his Power? Do 
We revere his excellent Majeſiyp? Do we remember 

| B 2 at 
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at all Times Gov. is here! He is now reading my 
Heart: He ſpieth out all my Ways: There is not a 
Word in my Jopgue but he knoweth it altogether: 
Is this the Character of us Engliſ Chriſtiams? Phe 
dark Wliereby we are known trom the Heathen ? 
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Has, 
. There is indeed a wide Difference, in on Re- 
ſpect, between: the aus and us; they happend (if J 
may ſo ſpeak) to forget Gon, becauſe other J hings 
came in their Way: But we d. to forget him; 
we do it of {et Purpoſe, becauſe we do not like to re- 
member him. From the Accounts given by Jeremiah, 
we have Reaſon. to believe, that when that Pe cople 

was moſt deeply corrupted, yet the greateſt Men in 
the Nation, the Miniſters of State, the Nobles and 
Princes of Juda, talk'd of Gop fomctimes, perhaps, 
as frequently as upon any other Subject. But is it ſo 
among us? Rather, 1s it not a Point of Good-breed- 
ing to put G09 fax away, out of our Sight? Is he 
tall“ d of at all among the Gres t?- The Nobles, or 
Miniſters of State in England? Among any Perſons 
of Rank or Figure in the World? Do they allow God 
any. Place in their Converſations From Day to Day, 
from Year to Year, do 3% diicourſe one Hour of the 
Wonders he doth 8 the ” Children of Men? If one at 
2 Gentleman or a Nobleman's Table was to begin a 
Diſcourſe, of the Wiſdom, Greatneſe, or Power of Gov, 
would it not occaſion (at leaſt) as much ſtoniſhment, 
as if he had begun to talk Blaiphemy ? And if the 
unbred Man perſiſted therein, would 5 not put all the 
Company in Confuſion ? and what do you ſincerely be- 
lieve the n ore favourable Part would fo LY of him when 
he was gone? But that--- ** He is a little touch'd in 
his Head! i” or, Poor Man! he has not ſeen the 
World.“ 
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ou know, this is the naked Truth. . how ter- 
r:ble is the e to every ſerious Mind! Into What 
a State is this . iſttan Nation fallen! Nay, the Met 
of wee of Fortune, of Education! Would not 
a thinking Foreigner, who ſhould be preſent at ſuch 
an Interview, be apt to conclude, That the Men or 
(Quality in alles were Atheifls? That they did not 
eve ther was any Gop at all; or, a: beſt but an 
"DICUYVCAN Gor ho ſat at Eaſe upon the Circle of 


he Heavens, and did not concern himſelf about us 
Worms of the Earth? Nav, but he underſtands every 
Thought now rifing in your Heart. Ane d how long 
can You put him out of your Sight? Only till this V ell 
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18 A farther Appeal 
Worſhip at all? No, nor ſpend a fingle Hour from 
one Year to another in privately pouring out their 
Hearts before GOD? Whether Gop meeterh him that 
remembreth him in his Mays or not, is no Concern of 


theirs : So the Man eats and drinks, and des as c 
Beaſt dieth, 


Props into the Dark and diſappears.” 


It was not therefore of the Children of Vac alone, 
that the Meſſenger of Gop might ſay, There is none 
(comparatively) that calleth upon thy Name, that ftirrith 
&imſelf ap to take hold of Thee. 


4. Ye have heard, that it was ſaid to them of old 
Time, Becauſe of Swearing the Land mourneth. But 
if this might be faid of the Land of Canaan, how 
much more of , Land? In what City or Town, 
in what Market or Exchange, in what <treet or 
Place of Publick Reſort, is not the Holy Name whereby 
ave are, called taken in vain, Day by Day? From 
the Noble to the Peaſant, who fails to call upon 
GOD, in this, if in no other Way? Whither can 
you turn, where can you go, without hearing ſome 
praying to G OD for Damnation, either on his Neigh- 
bour or himſelf? Curſing thoſe, without either Fear or 
Remorſe, whom CHRIST hath bought to inherit a Bleſ- 
ing !- | 
Are oz; one. of theſe Stupid, Senſeleſs, Shameleſs 
Wretches, that call ſo earneſtly for Damnation on your 
on Soul? What if G O D ſhould take you at your 
Word? Are you alle to dave!] auiih everlaſiing Burn- , 
ings ?. If you are, yet why ſhould you be in Haſte, to, 
be in the. Late of Fire burning avith Brimſtone? GOD 
help you, or you will be there, ſoon enough, and - 
long enough; for that Tire is not quenched! But the 
Smoke thereof efcendeth up, Day and Night, for ever aud 
cer. 

And what is that important Affair, concerning which 
you was but now appealing to Gop? Was you calling 
GOD. to record uten gaur $6u!, touching your Everlaſt- 

mg 
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ing Salvation? No; but touching the Beauty of your 
Horſe, the Swiftneſs of your Dog, or the Goodneſs of 
your Drink! How is this? What Notion have you of 
GOD ? What do you take him to be? 


Ideirco flolidam e tibi wellere barbam. 
Jupiter - 


What Stupidity, what Infatuation is this! Thus with- 
out either Pleaſure or Profit or Praiſe, to fet at nought 
him that hath a!/ Power both in Heaven and Earth ! 
Wantonly to provoke the Eyes of his Glory! 

Are you a Man of Letters, who are ſunk ſo low? I 
will not then ſend you to the Inſpired Writers {io call- 
ed: Perhaps you may. diſdain to receive Inſtruction by 
them,) but to the Old, blind Heathen. Cou'd you only 
fix in your Mind the Idea he had of GOD, (tho' it s 
not ſtrictly juſt, unleſs we refer it to GOD made Man) } 

you wou'd never thus affront him more, 

H, x) xutriyory £7" 6pgY91 ,,, Kegvioy 
Auge 7 72 2 Nr 3 Ku FAC: 
Kegro an Hard % pay ty I ESMIGEY ONvuTIY. 


Shall not the very Heathen then, 72/2 u in fudgment 
ngainſt this Generation, and condemn it? Yea, and not 
only the Learned Heathens of Grerce and KX:me, but 
the Savages of America. For I never remember 0 
have heard a Wild Jaden name the Name of Sorralei- 
catee, Him that fitteth in Heaven) without either 
laying his Hand upon his Breaſt, or caſting his Eyes 
down to the Ground. And you are a Che? ian“ O 
how do you cauſe the very Name of Chr; i/eianity to be 
blaſphemed among the Heathen ! 

F. But is it 45 Swearing only, (inexcuſable as that 
15) becauſe of which our Land mourneth? May it not 
alſo be ſaid of us, 7% they ſay the Lord di veth, ſurely 
they ſwear falſely ? Yea, to ſuch a Degree, that there 
is hardly the like, in any Nation under lea yen; that 
almoſt every Corner of the. Land is filled with wilfal, 
deliberate Perjury, 


Iſpeak | 
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I ſpeak not now of the Perjuries which every Com. 
mon Swearer cannot but run into Day by Day. {Ard 
indecd Common * Swearing notoriouſly Ger A des to 


—Y STS, 


the Growth of Perjury, Log Oaths are little minded 


nind 
when common Uſe has ſullied them, and every Mi- 
RE epetn tion has made them cheap and vuloar.") 


Or 95 thole which are conti! wally committed and Of - 


ten detected in our Open Counts of ſuſtice. Only with 
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xi/p all Per ſors, offending againft any of them, accord- 
ing to the Form of thoie Statutes and Ordinances,” 
So that he is ſolemnly ſworn to the Execution of all 
ſuch Statutes, as the Legiflative Power of the Nation 
bas thought fit to throw upon his Care. Such are all 
thoſe (among others) made againſt Drunkenneſs, Tipling, 
Prophane Swearing, Blaſpheny ; lead and dijorderiy 
Practices, and Prophanation of the LorD's Day. And 
tis hard to imagine how a juſtice of Peace can think 
Wine more concerned, to fa tres Riots: or © Private 
uarrels, than he is to levy I welve Pence on a Pro- 


Phang + Savear EF, F1 Ive Sh es 98 A De: au, A, Jen Shil- 
kings on the Publick Houle that ſaffers 770 bling, or any 
3 


Other Penalty which the Fo exacts of Vice and Immo- 
rality. The ſame Oath binds him both to one and the 

other, lay ing an equal Obligation upon his Conſcience. 
How a Magiſtrate, who n coledt 8 to Puniſh Exceſs, Pro- 
phaneneſ: ; and Impicty, can excuſe himſelf from the 
Guilt of Peri , | don't pretend to know, If he rea- 
ſons fairly, he will find himſelf as much for/awworn, as 
an Evidence who bei eing upon his Oath, to deelare he 
au, Truth, nevertheleſs conceals he moſt conſiderable 
Part of it. And his Perjury is ſo much the more in- 
famous, as the ill Example and Effects of it will be miſ- 


chievous. 


7. The ſame Author (in the Preface to his Second 
Eſlay) goes on : 

*© You, Gentlemen of the Grand Furies, take 8 
ſolemn Oath, That you will az/zgently enguire, and true 
Preſentment make, of all ſuch Articles, Matters and 
Things as fall be given you in Charge: As alſo, that 
you will {not only preſent no Perſon for Envy, Hatred, 

Malice, but) not leave any unpreſented, for Fear, 
1 avour or Affection. Now, are not the Laws againſt 
Immorality and Prophaneneſs given you in Charge, as 
well as thoſe againit Riots, Felony and Treaſon ? Are 
not Preſentment and Indictment One Method expreily 
appointed by the Statutes, for the Puniſhment of Drun- 


kenne/s and Tipling ? Are not Houſes of Baud. and 


Gaming, punithable in the fame Courts, and conſequent- 
ly pre/entab/c by you? Is not the Proclamation for the 
puniſliing 


i 
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puniſhing of Vice, Prophaneneſs and Immorality, always 
read before you as foon as you are ſworn? And does 
not the Judge of Aſtize, or Mn of the Bench, 
in the Charge given immediately after the reading it, 
either recite to you the particular Laws againſt tuch 
Ottences, or refer you for them to that Proclamation ? 
Tis plain from all this, that you are bound upon your 
Oznths, to preſent all Tice and {Immorality, as well as 
other Gs that fall within your Kn le age, be- 
cauſe they are expreſiy given you in Charge. And this 
you. are to ph o, not only when Ew: derce 1s offer'd be- 
fore you by the Information oF others, but with Regard 
to all ſuch Offences as you or any of you are able of 
Tour exvn Perſonal Anowledgoe to preſent: All which you 


T4 


have ſworn to do impartially, without Fear, Favour, 
Or Aﬀet 177,008 

1 leave it now with all reaſonable Men to conſider, 
How few Grand Jurors perform this? And conſequent - 
Iv, What Multitudes of them, throughout the Nation, 
fall under the Guilt of /7 fil E 20 $ | 

8. The Author proceeds, p. 8) I ſhall next ad- 
dreis myſelf to you that are Conftab!s. And to you L 
mult needs ſay, 'I hat if you Enow your Duty, tis no 
Thanks to us that are Fuftices, For the Oath we fu- 
ally give you is ſo ert, and in ſuch geherat. Terms, 
that it leaves with you no Manner of Iuſtruction in the 
Particulars of the Office to which you are ſworn. Bat 
that which ought to be given you, recites Part of your 
Duty in the following W ords : 

* You ſhall do your beſt Endcavour, that Rogues, 

Vagabonds and Night-walkers, be apprehended; and 
that the Statutes made for their Puniſhment, be dut: 
put in Execution: You ſhall have. a watchful Eye to 
ſuch as ſhall keep any Houſe or Place where any An- 
lawful Game is uſed : As alſo to /uch as ſhall frequent 
ſuch Places, or ſhall % any anlazcful Games, there or 
cliewhere. You ſhall preſent all and every the Offences 
contrary to the Statut6s made to reſtrain the Tipling in 
Im, Ale -heuſes, and other Victualling Houſes, and for 


repreſſing of Drunkenneſs. You ſhall once in the Year, 


during your Office, preſent all Popih Recuſants. 22 
| ſal 
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ſhall well and duly execute all Precepts and Warrants to 
you directed. And you ſhall well and duly, according 
to your Knowledge, Power and Ability, do and exe- 
cute all other Things belonging to the Office of a Cox- 


fable, ſo long as you ſhall continue therein.“ 


Upon this, I would obſerve firſt, That Actors of 
Plays are expreſt by Name within the Statute, to be 
taken up for Vagabonds, and puniſh'd accordingly : 
And that though a Statute of Queen Elisabeth 's excepts 
ſuch Companies as have a Licence under the Hand and 
Seal of a Nobleman, yet a later Statute in the Reign 
of King James I. has taken away that Protection from 
pr j by declaring, That from thencefurth no Authority 

9. be given þ y any 4 er of the Realm, ſpall be available 
to free or Heeg them from the Pains and Punijhments 
of that former Statute, Every Conflable therefore in 
thoſe Pariſhes, where any of thele S!ro/ ling Players 
come, is bound by his Oazh,-to [ej upon, correct, 
and fend them packing without Delay.“ 

£1 he next Part of your Oath obliges you to keep 

a abalchful Eye, on ſuch Houſes as k cep and ſuch Per- 
ſens 48 uſe unlax ful Ga WUNG. The Statute directs yOu 
nucetly, Or at lea ut monthly, to ſearch within your Liber- 
ties, all Houſes or Places ſuſpected of this Offence, and 
upon diicovering, to bring them to Puniſhment. Upon 
this Article I would obſerve That the Law makes 
ſome Allowance, for Arche, Huſbandmen, Appren- 
tices, Labourers and Servants, t play in Chii/tmas, but 
at no other Time of the Year; and 2. That 4% Sports 
and Paſtimes whatioever are made Uniazvj% upon the 

Lory's Day, by a Statate of King Charles II. You 
are therefore bound uf pon Oath, to bring to Puniſhment 
ſuch as are guilty of pr p hani g that Day by any Sports 
or Paſtimes e e 


The following Parts of your Oath are, 1. That you 
jha Ul prejent 644 7 "ad 4 the Ottences 1 Tipling and 
77 un, that come to your Knowledge ; 2.3 hat 


You ſhall once in the Year preſent all Popi/e „ Recuſlants. 
Nay , and by the Statute on which your Oath 1s ground- 
ed, you are obliged once a Year to pre/ent in Selſion, 
all taoſe within your Pariſhes, who (not being Diflen- 
ters) 
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ters) come not once in a Month, at leaſt, to Church.“ 
And 3. That you ſhall av«/{ and quly execute all Pre- 
cepts and Warrants to you directed I believe no Con- 
fable will pretend to be ignorant of this. How is it 
_— that when we fend out Warrants, to levy on 
Offenders for Szocaring, Drunkenneſs, and the like, thoſe 
Warrants are ſo ill obey d? Are you not /xvory to ex- 
ecute the/e as well as any other, and that Gy. too, ac- 
cording to the Fenor of your Pere Vor Precipt 
tells A you {hall mand ſuch a Sum; and if the 
Offender will not Pa), 5 all 14 VP 1 4 Dr s /s F His 
Goods: And if no Difreſs coir be fake, you are then 
only to ſet him 7 the S:5cts; otherwiſe you have 
Authority ſo to do: Nor is: the ſetting him in the 
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are ty [ILOrn, 

Now let all Men judge, How many Cnftalles in 
England are clear of Wil fal Perjury l 

9. * I will now (he goes on) addreſs myſelf to 
Churchævardens. Your Oath is, That you a | 7 

| an 
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and truly execute the Office of a Church-avarden, for 
the enſuing Year; and to the belt of your Skill and 
Knowledge, preſent ſuch Perſons and Things, as arc 
57 eſertable, by the Eccleſiaſtical Laws of the Realm.“ 
I {hail tet down on ly a few of theſe 

„The Statute of King Fares I. obliges you to pre- 
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Too delicate to uſe their on Limbs, even in the 
Streets of the City; to bear the Touch of the People, 


the Blowing of he Wind, or the Shining of the Sun! 
O how wou'd their Hearts burn within them! W 
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Indignation, Sorrow, Shame muſt they feel, to ſee the 
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antient Hardineſs lot, the Britiſs Temperance, Fa- 


tience 15 Scorn of Superſlaities the rough, indefati- 
gable Induſtry, exchanged for Sofineſs: Le ana 
FE © Bread! Well for them, that they Were ga 


ti ered anto their Fathers, before this Exchange was 


1 e 


ſudliry, the Sloth an d Indolence, the Sof tnels and Idle- 
nels, the Effeminacy and falie Dei a 155 our. Nation 
are without a Parallel, wou'd be but k Labour. I 
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Word von yourſelf. account it an Honour or a Re- 
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proach, to be rank'd among theſe of whom it is ſaid, 
IHeſt are tixy chte trere 19t + bled avith Women ; 727 
they are Virgins? And ban numerous are they now, 
even among tuch as are accounted Men of Honour and 
Probi:y, who are as fed F 295 every one neighihg aß ter 
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tion? Vea, whole Trades which ſubſiſt by ſuch Extor- 


tion, as was not named either among the Jews or. 


Heathein ? I there not yet 755 ſcant Menſure, the wicked 
Balances, and the Bag of deccitful Heights ? Beſide 
the thouſand nameleſs W he of over-reaching and de- 
frauding, the Craft and Myſtery of every Trade and 
Profeſſion. It were an endlefs Taſſ to deſcend to Par- 
ticulars, to point out in " rery Circumſtance, how not 
only Haier and Gameſterc, (thoſe in een 
thoie Scandals to the Ee ey Nation) but high and low, 
rich and poor, Men of Ch 1aracter and Men of none m 
every Station of public ch or private Life, have co: 7727 bed 
themſelves, and generall)  APPAng themſelves, and count 
it Policy and Wiidom ſo to do: So that if Gain be at 
Hand, 0 cy Care not, though Juſtice ſtard af ar off. 2580 
that be which departeth from Ewil, ney cometh not 
into their Secret: ſtill aketh himſelf a Prey; and the 
Wicked ſtill deviureth the Man that = more. righteous 
than he. 

And what Redreſs? Suppoſe a at Man to op: 
preſs the Needy? Suppole the Rich. Sid the FACE of 
the Poor: What Remedy againſt ſuch Opp alien can 
he find in this C Hriſtian Co untr y.? If the one is Rich ard 
the other Poor, doth not Jufice Hand ofcr off ?- And is 


not the Poor bs the utmoſt W bility, (if not 
*h 
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Impoſſibility) of Obtaining it! aps the 11 aud 
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greater among us, than either among. eres, Turks Of 


Hlenthen . 
For Example. Surpelen 1 N NE, wy or withe 
out Form of Law, „ does Wrong to his. Poor Neighbour, 
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Ge ommon Law? 
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Alas! Your own Neighbours, thoſe who know the 
1 EE e 3 a LY n „aur 
whole Caſe, will tell „ou, „Lou are out of your 
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me-. Juſtice. Y.cry-well:- But wheres will you find 
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them: Men unbials'd; . capable: of Cori uption, SUPC= 


rior both to Fear al Favour, to every View whether 

But tis. is not all; they muſt not on- 
ly be good and true, but wiſe and under lan ling Men. 
Elſe how caſy is it for a {kitful-Fleader to throw a 


MI I it 
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Miſt before their Eyes? Even ſuppoſing too the Judge 
to be quite impartial, and Proof againſt all Corruption. 
And ſhou'd all theſe Circumſtances concur, (of which I 
fear, there are not many Precedents) Suppoſing a Ver- 
dict is given in your Favour, ſtill you have gained no- 
thing. The Suit is removed into a higher Court, and 
you have all your Work to begin again. Here you 
have to ſtruggle with all the ſame Difficulties as before, 
and perhaps, many new ones too. However, if you 
have Money enough, you may ſucceed: But if that 
fails, your Cauſe is gone. Without Money, you can 
have no more Law; Poverty alone wee ſhuts out 
Juſtice. 

But, cannot an honeſt Attorney procure me juſtice?“ 
An honeſt Attorney! Where will you find one? Of 
thoſe who are called exceeding Honeſt Attorneys, who is 
there that makes any Scruple, 


1. To promote and encourage Needle Suits, if not 


e ones too? 


To defend a bad Cauſe, knowing it ſo to be: 

By making a Demur, and then withdrawing 1t : 

By pleading ſome e Plea, to the Plaintiff's De- 
Claration : 

BY putting in an evefive Ar/aver to BY Bill: 

By protracting the Suit, if poſſible, till the Plaintiff 
is ruin'd: 

3. To a Cauſe 1 not amounting to Ten Shillings 
into Weftminfler-Hall, by laying it in his Declaration as 
above Forty : 

4. To day his own Client's Suit knowingly and 
wilfully, in order to gain more thereby: 

To dare Himiſe 7 the Pleadings or Conveyances of 
his Client, inſlead of giving them to be drawn by able 
Council: 

6. To charge his Client with the Fees which ſhou'd 
have been given to ſuch Council, although they were 
not 1 

To charge for drawing Fair Copies, where none 
W er e drawn: 

. To charge Fees for Expedition given to Clerks, 
1 not one Farthing has been given them: 5 
9. To 
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9. To ſend his Clerk a Journey (longer or ſhorter) 
to do Buſineſs with or for different Perſons; and to 
charge the Hor ſe-hire and Expence of that Journey, to 
ede Perſon ſeverally: 

10. To ſend his Clerk to * eftminſler, on the Buſineſs 
of ten (it may be) or twenty Perſons, and to charge each 
of thoſe Taventy for his Attendance, as if he had been 
tent on Account of oe only: 

. To charge 4is own Attendance in lixe Manner 
And 

12. To fill up his Bill with Artendances, Fees, and 

Ter in 1 4 though his Client is no hit forwarder in his 


Cauſe 


This is He that is called an Honeſt Attorney! How 
much Honeſter is a Pick- pocket? 

But there is a Magiſtrate whoſe peculiar Office it is, 
to redreſs the Injured and Oppretied. Go then and 
make Trial of this Remedy; Go, and tell your Caſe 
to the Lord Chancellor. Hold; you muſt go on regu- 
larly: You muſt tell him your Cate, in Form of Law, 
or not at all. You muſt therefore 7: g Bill in Chan- 
cery, and retain a Lawyer belonging to that Court, 
But you have already ſpent all vou have; you have 
7:9 Dione.” Then I fear you w ill have 75 Taftice. 


You Rumble at the Threſhold, If you have either loft 


or ſpent all, your Cauſe is naught: It will not even come 
to a Hearing. 80, if che Opprellor has ſecured all that 
you had, he is as lafe as if you was under the Earth. 
Now what an 0 Thing is this! The very 
Greatneſs of the Villany makes it beyond RAY? __ 
Bat ſuppoſe he that is opprel has ſome Subſtance left, 
and can go through all the Courts of Juſtice, what Pa- 
rallel can we find among Jenes, Tuts, or Heathens, 
tor either the Delays or the Expence eng it? With 
regard to the former, How monſtrous is it, That in a 
Suit relating to that Inheritance, which is to furniſh 
you and your Family with Food and Rayment, you 
muſt wait Month after Month, perhaps Year after Year, 
before it is determin'd, whether it be yours or not? 
And what are you to eat, or to wear in the mean 


time? Of that the Court takes no Cognizance! Is not 


this 
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this very Delay, ({uppoſe there were no other Griev- 
ance attending the £9/;/ Courſe of Law) wrong be- 
yond all Expreſſion? Contrary to all Senſe, Reaſon, 
Juſtice and Equity? A Capital Cauſe is tried in one 
Day, and finally decided at once. And, is the Life 
lets than Meat? Or the Bo, ly of lels Concern than Ray- 
mint? What a ſhameleſs Mocke ry of juſtice then, is 
this putting oft 3 ay Cauſes from Term to Jerm, 
yea, from Year to Year ? 

With regard to the latter. A Man has wrong'd me 
of a hundred Pounds. I appeal to a judge tor the 
Recovery of it. How aſtoniſhing is it, that this Judg E 
uimſelf cannot gire me What 15 my Rig ht, and What 
. tly appears ſo to be, unleſs J firſt give i perhaps one 

half of the Sum,. to Men I never ſaw before in my Life! 

22, I have hitherto ſuppoſed, That all Cauſes when 

they are decided, are decided according to ſuſtice and 
Equity. But is it ſo? Ye Learned in the Law, is no 
unjuſt Sentence given in your Courts? Have not the 
ſame Cauſes been decided quite oppoſite Ways? One 
Way, this Term, juſt the contrary, the next? Per- 
haps one Way in the Morning (this 1 remember an In- 
flance of) and another Way in the Afternoon. How 
is this? Is there no ice left on Earth? No Regard 
tor Right or Wrong ? Or have Cauſes been puzzled {0 
long, that you know not now what is either wrong or 


rig! ht 2 What is agreeable to Law, or cont: rar) to it? 


L have heard ſome of you frankly. declare, That it is 
in many Caſes next to impoſſible to know, what is Law, 
and what is not. So are your Folis's of Law multipli- 
ed upon you, that no Human Brain is able to contain 
them: No; nor any conſiſtent Scheme, or Abſtract of 

them all. 
But is it really owing to Texrance of the Law, (this 
33 the moſt favour able 8 Suppolition} that ſo few of you 
ſcruple rating Fees on either Side, of almoſt any Cauſe 
that can be conceived ? And that you generally plead 
in the Manner you do on any Side of any Cauſe? 
Rambling to and fro, in a Way ſo abhorrent from Com- 
mon Senſe, and ſo utterly foreign to the Queſtion? 1 
have been amazed at hearing the Plead ngs of ſome 
D 2 emment 
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eminent Council: And when it has fallen out that the 
Pleader on the other Side, underſtood only the Com- 
mon Rules of Logick, he has made thoſe eminent Men 
appear, either ſuch egregious Knaves, if they cou'd 
help it, or ſuch egregious Blockheads, if they cou'd 
not, that one wou'd have believed they would ſhew 
their Face there no more. Mean time, if there be 
a Gop that judgeth righteouſly, what horrid Inſults 
upon Him are theſe! Shall I not viſit for theſe Things, 
faith the Lord? Shall not my Soul be avenged of ſuch a 
Nation as this ! 

23. There is one Inftance more of (I know not what 
to term it) Injuſtice, Oppreſſion, Sacrilege, which hath 
long cried aloud in the Ears of Gop, For among Men, 
who doth hear? I mean the Management of many of 
thoſe who are intruſted with our Pablick Charitics, By 
the pious Munificence of our Forefathers, we have A- 
bundance of theſe, of various Kinds. But is it not glar- 

 2oly true, (to touch only on a few Generals) that the 
Managers of many of them, either 1. Do not apply the 
Benefaction to that Uſe for which it was deſigned by the 
Benefactor, or 2. Do not apply it with ſuch Care and 
Frugality, as in {ach a Caſe are indiſpenſably required: 
Or 3. Do not apply the Whole of the Benefaction, to any 
charitable Uſe at all; but ſecrete Part thereof, from 
Time to Time, for the Uſe of themſelves and their 
Families. Or, laſtly, by plain, bare-faced Oppreſſion, 
exclude thoſe from having any Part in ſuch Benefaction, 
who dare (tho? with all poſſible Tenderneſs and Reſpect} 
{ct before them the Things that they have done: 


Vet Brutus is an Honourable Man: 
« So are they All: All Honourable Men!“ 


And ſome of them, had in Eſteem for Religion ; ac- 
counted Patterns both of Honeſty and Piety ! But Gop 
feeth not as Man ſeethb. He fall repay them to their 
Face. Perhaps, even in the preſent World. For that 
Scripture is often {till fulfilled, This is the Curſe that 
goeth forth over the Face of the whole Earth. I will 
bring it forth, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, and it ſpall 
enter into the Houſe of the Thief, ({uch he is er no 

etter, 


e 
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better, in the Eyes of Gop, no whit Honeſter than a 
Highwayman) aud it ſhall remain in the Miaſt of the 
Houſe, and ſhall conſume it, <vith the Timber thereof, and 
the Stoues thereof. 


24. And is not Truth, as well as Juſtice, fallen in our 
Streets? For who /peateth the Truth from his Heart? 
Who 1s there, that makes a Conſcience of ſpeaking the 
Thing as it is, whenever he ſpeaks at all? Who {cru- 
ples the telli ing of Officious Lies? The varying from 
Truth, in order to do Good ? How ſtrange does that 
Saying of the antient Father, ſound in modern Ears, 
©] would not tell a Lie, no, not to ſave the Souls of 
the whole World.“ Yet is this ſtrictly agreeable to the 
Word of Gop; to that of St. Paul in particular, If any 
ſay, lit us do Evil that Good may come, their Damnation 
#5 juſt. 

But how many of us do this Evil, without ever con- 
fidering, whether Good will come or no? Speaking 
what we do not mean, merely out of Cuſtom, becauſe 
it is /a/ionable ſo to do? What an immenſe Quantity 
of Falſhood does this ungodly Faſbion occaſion Day 
by Day? For hath it not over-run every Part of the 
Nation? How is all our Language ſwoln with Com- 
pliment? So that a well-bred Perſon is not expeed to 
ſpeak as he thinks: We do not Jo for it at his Hands. 
Nay, who would thank him forit? How few wou'd 
ſuffer it? It was ſaid of old, even by a Warrior and a 
King, He that telleth Lies ſhall not tarry in my Sight: 
But are not we of another Mind? Do not we rather 
ſy, Ile that telleth not Lies, ſhall nat tarry in my Sight? 
Indeed the Trial ſeldom comes; for both Speakers and 
Hearers are agreed, That Form and Ceremony, Flat- 
tery and Compliment ſhou'd take Place, and Taurn 
be baniſhed from all that 4&noxv the Harld. 

And if the Rich and Great have fo ſmall Regard to 
TruUTH, as to ie even for Lying- jake, what Wonder 
can it be, that Men. of lower Rank will do the ſame 
thing for Gain? What Wonder that it ſhould obtain, 
as by common Conſent, in all Kinds of Buying and Sell- 
ing? Is it not an adjudg'd Caſe, That it is no Harm 
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to tell Lies in the Way of Trade? To ſay, that is the 
loabeſt Price which is not the loweſt ; or that you ac 
not take what you do take immediately? Inſomuch that it 
is a Proverb even among the Turks, when aſk'd to abate 
of their Price, What! do you take me to be a Chri- 


ſtian ? ** So that never was that Caution more ſeaſon- 


able than it is at this Day, Take ye heed every one of his 
Neighbour, and truft ye not in any Brother: For every 
Brother evill utterly ſupplant, and they avill deceive every 
ene his Neighbour, | | 


25. And as for thoſe few who abſtain from Out- 
ward Sins, is their Heart right with God? May he 
not ſay of us alſo (as of the Jews) This People is un- 
circumciſed in Heart? Are not you Do you then lv 


the LORD your GOD, with all your Heart, and with 


all your Strength? Is He your Gop and your All? 
The Defire of your Eyes? The Joy of your very 
Heart? Rather, do you not [et up your Iilols in Jour 
Heart? ls not your Belly your God? Or your Diver- 
ſion ? Or your fair Reputation? Or your Friend? Or 
Wife? Or Child? That is plainly, do not you delight 
in ſome of theſe earthly Goods, more than in the Gop 
of Heaven? Nay, perhaps you are one of thoſe gro- 
velling Souls that pant after the Duſt of the Earth l 
Indeed who does not? Who does not get as much as 
he can? Who of thoſe that are not accounted covet- 
ous, yet does not gather all the Money he can far y, 
and perhaps much more? For are they thoſe only 
whom the World rants among Miſers, that uſe every 
Art to increaſe their Fortune? Toiling early and late, 
ſpending all their Strength in Leading themſelves with 
thick Clay? Hen img? Until the very Hour when 
Gor calleth them; when he faith unto cach of them, 
Thou Fool this Night ſhall thy Soul be required of thee? 
And whoſe ſpall thoſe Things be which thou haſt pre- 
parcd? 

26. And yet doth not our Pride, even the Pride 
of thoſe whoſe Soul cleaves to the Duſt, teſtiſy againſ? 
us Are they not aui in their own Eyes, and prudent 
in their c Conccit ? Have not Writers of our own 
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remarked, that there is not upon Earth a more e 
conceited Nation than the Ernglih ; more opiniated both 
of their own national and perſonal Wiſdom, and Cou- 
rage and Strength? And indeed, if we may judge by 
the Inhabitants of London, this is evident to a Demon- 
ſtration : For, Are not the very meaneſt of them able 
to inſtruct both the King and all his Countellors ? 
What Cobler in London is not wiſer than the Principal 
Secretary of State? What Coffee houſe Diſputant is 
not an abler Divine than his Grace of Canterbury? 
And how deep a Contempt of others 1s join'd with 
this high Opinion of our ſelves? I know not whether 
the People of all other Nations are greater Maſters 
of Diſſimulation; but there does not appear in any Na- 
tion whatever, ſuch a Proneneſs to ny their Neigh- 
bour: To deſpiſe not Foreigners only (near I'wo thou- 
ſand Years ago they remarked Britannos Hoſpitibus feros) 
but their own Countrymen ; and that very often for 
ſuch ſurprizing Reaſons, as nothing but undeniable 
Fact could make credible. How often does the Gen- 
tleman in his Coach deipiſe thoſe diy Felliwvs that go 
. foot? And theſe, on the other Hand, Geſpiit e ful 
as much thoſe lazy Fellows that loll in toeir Coaches 
No Wonder then that thoſe who have the Fom of God. 
Zines ſhould deſpite them that have not: That the Saint 
of the World ſo frequently ſays to the groſs Sinner, in 
Effect, if not in Terms, Stand by t thy e ; Come not near 
unto ins; for I am b "Wh than thou ! 


Vet what Kind of e is this? May not 


G juſtly Tokio of us allo, This People draw neay 
ie. with thiir M. zuth, but Fa have remowed thei! 
Hearts far font me: They do but flatter me with their 
Mouth, and dliſſcaible evith me in their Tongue. Is 18 
not ſo Wit! h you ? When you peak to Gop, do vou 
Lips and your Heart go together? Do you not ofier 1 
utter Words by Which) you mean juſt nothing? Do 
not you ſay and unſay? Or, ſay one thing to God, 
and another to Man? For Inſtance, you ſay to Gon, 
Vauchſafe, O LORD, to keep me this Day without vin. 
But you ſay to Man, This cannot be done; it is all 
Foily 


7 a \ 0s 
- 8 a= 3 r 
. oz 


44 Z Jartber Appea v 
Folly and Madneſs to expect it. You aſk of Goy, 
That you may perfetly Iove him, and worthily magnify 
his holy Name: But you tell Man, There is no per- 
Fe Live upon Earth; it is only a Madman's Dream, 
| You pray Gop, to cleanſe the Thoughts of your Heart, 
by the Inſpiration of his Holy Spirit. But you aſſure 
your Neighbour, there is no ſuch Thing as Liſpira- 
tion now, and that none pretend to it but Erthufiaſts. 
What groſs Hypocri/y is this! Surely you think, there ; 
is no Knowledge in the Moſt High. O be not acceived, 
GOD 7s not mocked. But whatſoever you ſow, that 
alſo ſhall ye reap! 

28. Such at preſent is the Religion of this Chri/tzar 
Nation! So do we honour him by whoſe Name we 
are called. And yet was there ever a Nation more 
careleſs and ſecure? More unapprehenſive of the Wrath 
of Gop! How can a Man more effectually expoſe 
himſelf to the Ridicule of thoſe who are eſteemed 
Men of Underſtanding, than by ſhewing any Con- 
cern, os if the Judgments of Gov were hanging over 
our Heads? * Surely then a decezved Heart hath tunntd 
us aſide, that we cannot ſay, Is there not a Lie in my 
Right hand? Surely this our Confidence 1s not of 
Gon: It is rather a judicial Infatuation ; a ſtupid In- 
ſenſibility; a deep Sleep, the Fore-runner of heavy 
Vengeance. 


* 


Ruin behind it ſtalks, and empty Deſolation.““ 


Surely never was any People more fitted for De- 
ſtruction! Inpudent Children are they, ahd fliff hearted. 
Aue they aſhamed when they have committed Abomina- 
tion? When they have openly prophaned the Day of 
the Lord ? When they have committed Lewdneſs? Or 
when they have utter'd ſuch Curſes and Blaſphemies, as 
are not heard of among the Heathens? Nay, They are 
zot at all aſhamed, neither can they blub. And tho' Gop 
tend unto them all his Servants, riſing up early and 


— 


N. B. This was wrote 4 tear ago, but 1 am 
@/raid it is too true, even at this Day, | 
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fending them, yet vill they not hear; they harden their 
Neck ; they do worſe than their Fathers. 2 
What then can Gop do more for his Vineyard which 


Ve hath not done? He hath long tried us with Mercies, 


giving Rain and fi uitful Seaſons, filling us with the 
Flower of Wheat. We have had Plenty of all things; 
and while War roar'd around, Peace has been in all our 
Borders. But ſtill this revolting and rebellious People 
faid not, Let us naw fear the Lord eur GO D. Nay, 
they gave him no Thanks for all his Mercies ; they 
did not even acknowledge them to be his Gift. They 
did not fee the Hand of Gop in any of theſe things; 
they could account for them another Way. O ye 
Unwiſe, when will ye underſtand? Know ye not 
yet, there is a Gov that ruleth the World? What 
did ye ſee with your Eyes? Was the Race to the Swift, 
or the Batile to the Strong? Have ye forgotten De“. 
tingen already? Does not England know that Gon 
was there >—— Or ſuppoſe your Continuance in Peace, 


or Succeſs in War, be the mere Reſult of your own. 
Wiſdom and Strength; do ye command the Sun and 


the Clouds alſo? Can ye pour out or fiay the Bottles 
of Heaven 2 But let it all be Nature, Chance, any 
thing—ſo Gop may have no Hard in governing the 
Earth! 

29. Will his Judgments bring us to a better Mind? 
Do we hear. the Rod, and him that has appointed it? 
Let us obſerve: What Fruit do we find in thoſe 
who are chen conſumed by Means of his heawy Hand? 
Let any that deſires to be clearly ſatisfied herein viſit 
the Hoſpitals of this City. Let him judge for himſelf, 
how :the Patients there receive Gop's fatherly Viſita- 
tion ; eſpecially zhere, becauſe Mercy alſo is mix'd 
with Judgment; ſo that it is evident /e Lord Joweth 
avhom he chaſtenetb. Go then into any Ward, either 
of Men or Women; look narrowly from one End 
to the other: Are they humbling themſelves under 
the Hand of Goy? Are they trembling under a Senſo 
of his Anger? Are they praiſing him for his Love! 


Are they exhorting one another, not to faint when 


they are rebuked of him? How do nine in ten of 
them 
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them ſpend the Time, that important Time from 
Morning to Evening ? Why in ſuch a Manner, that you 
would not eaſily learn, fro.n thence, whether they were 
Chriſtians, Pagans or Mahometans. 

Is. there any deeper Diſtreſs than this to be found? 
Is there a greater Affliction than the Loſs of Health? 
Perhaps there is, the Loſs of Liberty, eſpecially as 
it is ſometimes circumitanced. You may eaſily be 
convinced of this, by going into. either Ludgate or 
Newgate, What a Scene appears, as ſoon as you en- 
ter! Ihe very Flace ſtrikes Horror into your Soul. 
How dark and dreary! How unhealthy and uncle in! 


How void of all that might miniſter Comfort! But 


this is little, compared to the Circumſtances that at- 
tend the being confined in this Shadow of Death. See 
that poor W retch, who was formerly in want of no- 
thing, and encompaſſed with Friends and Acquaintance, 
now cut off, perhaps by an unexpected Stroke, from all 
the chearful Ways of Men; ruin'd, forſaken of all, 
and deliver'd into the Hands of ſuch Maſters and ſuch 
Companions! I know not, if to one of a thinking, 
ſenſible Turn of Mind, there could be any thing like 
it on this Side Hell. 

What Effect then has this heavy Vittation of Goo, 
on thoſe who he under it for any Time? There ie, 
perhaps, an Exception here and there; but in general, 
they are abandon'd to all Wickedneſs, utterly diveſted 
of all Fear of Gop, and all Reverence to Man; inſo- 
much, that they commonly go out of that School com- 
pleatly fitted for any Kind or Degree of Villany, per- 
fectly brutal and deviliſh, thoroughly furniſh'd for 
every evil Word and Work, 

30. Are our Countrymen more effectually reclaim'd, 
when Danger and Dittreſs are join'd? If fo, the An. 
any, eſpecially in Time of War, muſt be the molt Re- 
ligious Part of the Nation. But is it ſo indeed? Do 
the Soldiery walk as thoſe who fee themtelves on the 


Brink of Eternity? Redeeming every Opportunity of 


olorifying GOD, and doing good to Men, becauſe 
they know not the Hour in which their LORD will 
require their Souls of them? So far from it, that a 
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$oldier's Religion is a By- Word, even with thoſe who 
have no Religion at all; that Vice and Prophaneneſs in 

every Shape reign among them without controul ; and 

that the whole L'enour of their Behaviour ſpeaks, Let 
eig eat and drink, for 1 o-morrox we die. 

Have thoſe who are expoſed to ſtill more Danger, 
the Englih Sea- Forces, more Religion than thoſe at 
Land ? It is ſaid, they were once remarkable for this: 
And it is certain Sir Fancis Drake feared Gov, as did 
moſt of his Commanders; and we have Reaſon to be- 
Leve, his Mariners and Sailors too. But what ſhall we 
ſay of the Navy that now 1s, more 55 of the 
Ships of War? Is Religion there? Either the Power 
or the Form? Is not almoſt every ſingle Man ef War 
a mere floating Hell? Where is there to be found 
more Gonfammate” Wickedneſs, a more full, daring 
Contempt of Gov, and all his Laws, except in the 
bottomleſs Pit? Put here Deſcription fails: 2 the 
Goodneſs of Gop endureth yet daily! But , not 
it for theſe Things, ſaith the Lord 2 Shall not my Sout 
be awenged on ſuch a Nation as this? O that the Proſpect 
of National Judgments may ſuffice! That we may re- 
member ourſelves, and turn unto the Loren our Gon, 
before his long-{uffering Mercy is at an End, and he 
pours out the V. jals of his Wrath upon us! 

But how {mall Ground have we as yet to hope for 
this? For who will now e the Mord of Exhore 
teen? How few: will endure /cund Doctrine, and the 
honeſt, cloſe Application of it? Do they not /ay wits 
the Seers, ſee not; and unto the Prophets, propheſy ſmooth 
Things? And if a Man will do thus, if he will ſes 
Pill;vs to all Arm-holes, and cauſe tbe Holy One of Iſ- 
rae] to ceaſe from before them; if be ab ill propheſy of 
FH ine end Aang D/ ink, he ſhall even be the Pr ohe l of 
this Pe ole. 


31. I am ſenſible, how nice a Subject this is, and 
how extremely difficult it is ſo to ſpeak, as neither to 
ſay too little nor too much, neither more nor leſs than 
the Cauſe of Gop requires. J know allo, That it is 
abſolutely impoſſible, ſo to ſpeak as not to Ev Of- 
| ence. 
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fence. But whoſoever is offended I dare not be ſilent; 
neither may I refrain from Plainneſs of Speech: Only 


I will endeavour to uſe all the Tenderneſs I can, con- 


ſiſtently with that Plainneſs. 

In tender Love then I aſk, are there none among us 
{I ſpeak to you, my Brethren, who are Prieſts and Pro- 
phets of the Lok, ſet apart to minifer in holy Things, 
and to declare the Word of the Lord) Are there none 
among us who commit Lewareſs, as did thoſe by whom 
Hacl was defiled? Hath not the Lord ſeen an horrible 
Thing, in ſome of the Prophets of this Land allo, 
even, that they commit Adultery, and {to conceal it ) 
wats; in Lies Gop forbid that I ſhould affirm this. 1 
only propoſe (not maintain) the Queſtion, If there be 
ſuch a Wretch, I pray Gov to ſtrike him to the Heart, 
and to ſay, Thou art the Man! 

Are there none of you, like them, uighty to drink 
Wine, Men of Strength to mingle ſtrong Drink? Yea, 
are there none, that err thro' f{rong Drink, that are 
fevallied up of ine? Are there not found thoſe who 
ſay, I will fetch Wine and ate wwill fill ourſelves with 
flrong Drink: And to-morrow ſhall be as this Day, and 
nuch more abundant ? 

Alas, my Brother! Ts this the Voice of a Miniſten of 
Cnr1sT? A Stexword of the Myſteries of GOD? SUP- 
poſe you find at any Time Trouble and Heavineſs, zs 
there no Help for you in your GOD? Is not the Gop 
whom you ſerve able to deliver you from any Plague or 
Trouble? Is the being drunk «with I ine a better Relief, 
than the being #//ed with his Spirit? Do you not under- 
ſtand this? Do you 20 4now the LoRD? Take heed 
you do nat deftroy both your own Soul and them that 
hear you! O beware ! If you know not his Love, fear 
his Power! Make haite to flee from the Wrath to come, 
leſt he ſmite you with a Curſe great as your Sin, and 
{weep you away from the Face of the Earth. 

32. Can ſuch as you be ſaid, to honour or fear Gon, 
any more than thoſe ſpoken of by Malachi? May not 
Gop complain, Theſe Priefts have violated my Law and 
pr ophaned my Holy Things? Yea, whenſoever you pre- 
tume with thoſe unhallowed Hands, to touch the My- 
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ſteries of GOD: Whenſoever vou utter his Name or Nis 


ord with thoſe unhallow' d Lips! But is it on thi; 
Account only that Gop may ſay, both Prophet ani 
Prieſt are prephe ae? 3 He not add, hey ba e put 119 

Difference betævcen H 915 ons 15 Prephane; therefore 
t not ſo? Do yo 
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50 A farther Appeal 


There are found among us covetcus Men, Men ache 
mind earthly Things, who "ſeek Themſelves and not CuRI5T 
crucihed, who [ve the Werld, and the Thinzs of the 
IV-orld: Men in whom theſe Words are ſtill fulfilled, 
Il ho is there aming yeu that would fbut the Doors for 
nourht 8 Neither dn ye kindle Fire on my Altar fer nought. 
I hawe'no Ple ajure in you, feith the Lord of Hats. Vea, 
are there not thoſe at this Day, (O that 1 might be 
found to fear where no Fear is!) who me thern/elwes 
fat with the chiefift of” « Al the Offerings of Iſrael? Are 
there not thoſe, 1 Tho now ela: ge their, Deſie as Hill, 
e are as 10th and cannot be ſatisfie 72 Who, tho' 
they Want either Food to eat nor Ray ment to put on, 
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+112 To grow rich in the Seri ice oft 
10 Fnntelf hi not <vhere to lay his Head 9 Is it not 
to theie that thoſe dreadful: Words belong, enough to 
cave the Pars of him that hearcth to tingie, They are 
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is it ſtrange, if among theſe there ſhould be ſome, 
ag wo Fs ih F 1 2 5 X ; 
u dre crucl. belli Wien? Ira 41 Umuc I 48 4 zvetoul- 
neſs knows no Mercy, nor can a Lover: of Money, be a 
J. Over OF his av ELF GDOOUT „ Iiuve not 10Mme be SNOW 
even to ond tre Face of the Poor Fo ſtrip, rather 
than cloath the Naked? Some, ho while they cried 
Gilt, as the Hg ſarleech, Give, Ce, \\ 0:41d take E, if It 
» * 6 - "BE » 8 
28 not giden; like thoſe of old who ſaid, 77 F alt 
y © 7 a 4 J £ 
| ive if me nov, and i, not, [evi take tt 9 5 Force: Or 
tote ſpoken of by Micah, The , <phets bite avith thar 
4 «th, oy C/y Pra! » and he at tutteth HL Dt 75 70 their 


N aut, 77 ey eVEen ? "DATE HH”, ar A e 174 Fi Hrn. V (** great 


is the Sin ot theſe Elen before the Lok p. If there be 


ten ſuch now in the Land, may Gop ſmite them this 
Day with Terror and Aſtonimment, that they may have 


no Reſt in their Bones till-their Sin is done away } 


33 Are) 352 as watchful and 7041045 to gun Souls, 
-5 thoſe arc to gain ahe Gold that periſheth? Do you 
know 


fo Men of Reaſon and Religion. 51 


Nn by Experierce what that meaneth, the Zea? of 
thine Hciſe hath eaten me þ2 Or, are you One of thoſe 
Watchmen who do not watch at all? WO new: er 
no nor care when the ov ord cemeth? Of whom 
wh 6 10 AP he it h, 71 0. are duinb 1 08 that caunot Hark, 

&f ; {iig dagen, [coing , Pumt 7 

A 8 It 58 ſuppoſed, That uch Sh 1epherds will feed 
. Flock? W 1 give to every Cne his Portion of Nett lit 
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15 1 { 
und the Women, fervants?“ WIII they enquire into the 
State of every Soul, committed to cheir Charge! ? And 
watch over each with all Tenderneſs and Long-iuiter- 
INS as 17. Dey that poſe gi we Account © Mari king EO they 
eicher fall or rife? How THE fe wax aveary aud fornt in 
heir Mind; and thoſe gro i Grace and in the Know- 
ledge of our Lord an: a Saber Jesvs CHRIST? WhO 
| unleſs his whole Heart be in the Work? 
Unlels he defire nothing but to . be ſpent for 
them s and cgunt rat his Lift dear unto himſelf, ſo he may 
preſent them Llamele/s in the Day of the Lon Jesus. 
Can any Shep herd do this (and if he do it not, he 
will never give a Account aue Fa; ). who imagines, he 
has little more to do, than 7 3 once or. rx a 
Weck? That this is the main Point, the chief Part ot 
that Office, Which he hath taken upon h. telt bel ore 
GoD? What groſs Ignorance is his: What a total 
Miſtake of the Truth? What a miſerable Bluvder 
touching th 20 % Nature of his Office! It 35 indeed 
a very Great 1 hing, "To ip: eak in the Name of GOD 


2 
* 
> 
— 
vue 
* 
—— 
— 
4 
4 


it might make him that is the ſtouteſt of Heart tremble, 
if he - conſidered, That every Time he ſpeans to Others, 


his ab Soil is at Stake: But great, ine preſubly great 
as this is, it is perhaps the leaſt Part of our Work 
ſeek and ſave that achich is loſt, to bring S021: from 8a 
tan to G0 D, to inſtruct the Ignorant, to reclaim the 


Wicked, to convince the Gainſayer; ; to direct thel 
Feet into the Way of Peace, and then 
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my + Heck a was ſcatter i on all the Face of the Earth; aua 
none did 2 or ſeek after then. 

I conjure you, Brethien, in the Name of the LoR D 
e great Shepherd of the Sheep, Who hath 


IEs us, th 
bought them and us With his ow! . 
each to his own Soul. Let every 


and ſay, Loev, I it, Am Lone of theſe idle, 
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teſs, indolent Shepherds, that feed myſelf, not the 
Flock! Am TI one that cannot bark, flothful, ſleeping; 
lying down, loving to fluniber ? One of thoſe who 
have not firengthen' d that which was diſeaſed, neither 
healed that which was ſick ! Search me, O Lord, and 
prove ine; try out my Reins and my Heart, Look: cell 
if there be any Way of Wickedneſs in me, and lead me in 
the HH, ay ever taſting. 


35. Have I not, at leaſt, Sealed the Hurt of thy 
People fightly ? Have I not ſaid, Peace, Peace, a hen 
ere was no Peace? How many are they alſo that do 

this? Who do not ſtudy to ſpeak what 15 7rue, efpectall; 
80 the Rich and Great, ſo much as what is aire by 
Who flatter honourable Sinners, inſtead of telling. them 
plain, How can ye eſcape the 8 of: Hells Ob 


what an Account have you to make, if there be 3. 


GOD that judgeth the Earth? Will he not require at 
your Hands the Blood of all theſe Souls, of whom je 
are the Betrazers and Murderers ? Well ſpake the Pro- 
phets of your Fathers, in whoſe Steps ye now. tread, 
They hawe ſeduced auy People, and one built up a Wall, 
aud another pk 22 it avith untemper d Mortar. They 
flrengthen the 
return jr om - I de, They prepheſy Lits in my 
Name ca; ith the Lord. They 2 unto them that arſpaje mes. 
27 ſhall have Peace, and unto them that walk aficr the 
Imagination of thiir cas n Heart, no Evil ſhall come upore 
Vol. 

How great will your Damnation de, who roy 
Souls, inſtead of /awing them ? Where will you appcar; 
or how wilt you ſtand, zz hat great and terrible Day of 
the Lord“ How will ye lift up your Head, when e 
Lord aſcends from Heaven, in flaming F:re, to taxe Ven- 
geance en his Aqverſaries ! More e ſpecially on thoſe who- 
have ſo betrayed his Cauſe, and done Satan's Work 
under the Banner of Cusrisr ! With what Voice wilt 


thou fay, © Behold. me, Lord, and the Sheep whom. 


thou hadit given me, whom I gave to the Devil, and. 
told them they were in the Way to Heaven, till they 
dropp'd. into. Hell?“ 
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54 7 jarther Appeal 


Were they not juſt ſuch Shepherds of Souls as you | fon 
are, concerning whom GOD ſpake by Jeremiah ; Many am 
Paſtors have deſtroyed my Vineyard, they have trodden my 710 7 
Portion under Foot; they have made my pleaſant Portion, | 
a arjolate Wilderneſs : By Exekiel, There is a Conſpiracy | I 
of her Prophets, like a roaring Lion, ravening the Prey, | tho! 
they hace devoured Souls: And by Zechariah, Thus ſaith of 1 
the Lord, Feed the Flick of the Slaughter, auhoſe Pofſeſſor s tho! 
lay them, and hold themſelves not guilty 3 and they that alſo 
ell them ſay, Bleſſed be the Lord, for I am rich; and ver. 
their own & hepherds Vi ty them not. | | I 
36. Is not this the e Ground, the principal Reaſon, fro1 
of the preſent Contempt of the Clergy? And long fince | 4b. 
was it aſſigned as ſuch, by him who cannot lie. The WIC 
ſame Men of old, who made the Lord's People to tranſ- Ye 
eres, thereby made themſelwes wile. They were ge- am 
ſpi/ed both as the Natural Effect, and the Judicial Pu- nia 
| niſnment of their }/77c&cdne/s. And the ſame Cauſe the of 
i Prophet obſerves to have produced the ſame Effect, no 
| many hundred Years after this. Ye are departed out of | ON 
| ö the Way, ſaith the LokD; ye have cauſed mary to flum- al 
F ble Therefore have J alſa made you contemptible, and 1a 
x taſe before all the People. 
"8 I have now, Brethren, Mlivertd mine own Soul, and Al 
| [i in ſo doing, I have (as I propoſed at firſt ue great N 
# Plainncſs of Speech, as not ſtudying 7% pleaſe Men, but th 
| the Lord, The Event I leave to him in whoſe Name J | ac 
ft have ſpoken, and who hath the Hearts of all Men in h 
Gl is Hand. | „N 
9 I hawe breught you hes Tidings this Day, and yet 8 
bd | cannot but be perſuaded, that ſome of you will not. FF ne 
i count me your Enemy, becauſe I tell you the Truth, O that | Pt 
; all of us may taſte the Good Word Which we declare ! 5 
g May receive that Knowledge of Salvation, Khich we | £ 
| are commandcd to preach unto every Creature, thro' the tc 
Remiſiion of Sins! My Heart's Deſire is, That all of 7 
* us, to whom ic committed; the Miniſry of Reconaliation, 11 
„ may ourſelves be reconciled to Gob, thro' the Blood of n 
* the everlaſting Covenant: That He may be henceforth | 
| unto us a Gop, and we may be unto Him a People: d 
1 Bhat we may all Ki, as well as preach, the Lo p, dt 
|. | | ici | 


to Men of Reaſon and Religion. 7 


For the Laſt unto the greateſt : Even by that Token, 
am merciful to thy Unrighteouſneſs : Thy Sins 1 hp Fo 


2a more! 


III. 1. I have hitherto ſpoken more immediately to 


thoſe, Who profeſs themſelves Members of the Church 
of England. But inaſmuch as I am a Debtor allo to 
thoſe who do not, my Deſign is now to "PP Ply to them 
alſo ; and briefly to ſhew, whereia (I fear] jey are ſe- 
verally inconfiſtent with thets deb Principles... 

I begin with thoſe Who are at the ſmalleſt Diſtance 
from us, whether they are term'd Preſyterians or In- 
dependents.. Of whom in general I cannot but have a 
widely different Opinion, from that J entertain'd ſome 
Years ago: As having ſince then converſed with many 
among them, in chm the Root of the Matter 7s unde- 
niably /2und ; and who labour 2% keep 4 og Soi 
of Offence beth teward GOD. and toward Man, I can- 
not therefore doubt, but every Serious Man, of eicher 
one or the other Denomination, does utterly condemn 
all that Inward as well as Out ward Unrhcolineſs, Which 
has been above deſcribed, 

But do you, as a People, avoid what you conderan ? 
Are no Wlioremongers or Adulterers found among you ? 
No Children diſobedient to their Parents? No Servants 
that are ſlothful or careleſs? That anſevcr again? That 
do not bonour thor af. erg as i mect in the Lord? Are 
there none among you that cenfure or peu EI, of 


1 
Ty. © . { „ 
/ | ; he? Are there no Drunkards, no 


the Nuler of ther © eo; 
Gluttons, no Luxurious Men, no regular Fpictires 
none whoſe Belly is their Gad, Who, as their Fortune 
permits, fare ſu ptucufiy 225 Day? Have you no 
Dijper e/ Dealers, no Unfeir Traders, ro CUſurers or 
E xtortioners ? Hlaye you re 1 either for Gain, or 
for Good Manners, fo called? Are vou clear of Cere- 
many and Compliment ? Alas, you are et Lvl, in molt, 
if not all theſe Reſpects, you have now {mail Prehemi- 
NCeince Over us. 


How much more ſend ble muſt you be of this, if you 


do not reſt on the Surface, but enyuire into the Bot- 
tom. of Religion, the Religion of the Heart? For, 
| what 
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what inward Unholineſs, what evil Tempers are among 
us, Which have not a Place among you alſo? You 
likewiſe bewail that Ignorance of God, that Want of 
Faith and of the Love of Gop and Man, that inward 
Idolatry of various On, that Pride, Ambition and 
Vanity, which rule in the Hearts even of thoſe who ſtill 
have the Form of Godlineſs. You lament before Gop, 
the deep Covetouſneſs that eats /o many Souls as doth a 
Gangrene; and perhaps are ſom: etimes ready to cry out, 
Help, Lord, for there is ſcarce one godly Man left. Lay 
to thine. Hand; for the Faithful are in. miſe” d from the 
Children of Men / 

2. And yet you retain e Truth that is after God- 
lineſs, at leaſt, as to the Subſtance of it. You own 
what 1s laid dow n in Scripture, both touching the Na- 
ture and Condition of Faflification and Salvation, And 
with Regard to the Author of Foith and Salvation, 
you have always avowed, even in the Face of your 
Enemies, That f i5s GOD avhich worketh in us, both 
to cv pw 70 as, of His good Pleaſure: That it 1s 
his Spirit alone who fteacheth us all things, all we know 
of the deep thinzs of GOD : That every true Believer 
has an Unction From the Holy Ons, to lead him into all 
necellary Truth + That becauſe wwe are Sons, GOD 
ſendeth forth the Spirit of his Sen into cur Hearts, 
crying Abba, Father 5 and that this Spirit begreth] Wit- 
neſs xt our Spirit, that avs are the Children of 
6 O0 D. | | 

How is it then, my Brethren - {ſo I can call you 
now, although I could not have done it heretofore ;) 
how 15 it, that the Generality of you alfo are fallen 
from your Stedfaſtneſs ? In the Jimes of Perſecution 
ye ſtood as a Rock, tho' all the Wawes and Storms event 
0 Y. you. But who can bear Eaſe and Fulneſs of 
Bread ! How are you changed, ſince theſe came upon 
you | Do not many of you now (practically I mean) 
put ſomething elle, in the Room of Faith that avork- 
«th by Love: Do not ſome of you ſuppole, that Gra- 
vity and Compoledneſs of Behaviour, are the main 


Parts of Chriſtianity ? Eſpecially, provided they ne*- 


ther ſwear, nor take the Name of Gop in vain, Do 
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to Men of Nea bn and Religion. 


not others imagine, t that to abſflain from idle Songs, 
and thoſe Faſnionable a commonly utd by 
Perſons of their Fortune, is alin ot the Whole of Reit- 
gion? 10 which if 5 100 Family Prayer, and a 
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the Thing s which are freely gien i . GOD? The 
Time is mort. Do you experlence no] that Lic. 
tion from the Hos O:2 Without Which you c confeis 
Outzward 1 whether negative Or poſitive 1s O- 


* * 


1 * 
thing. Nay, and Inward Conviction of our Wants. is 
Noting, Moſs thoſe Wants are in Fact . ed. 
Good Deſires alſo are nothing, unleſs we actually attain 
„nat we are ſtirr'd up to gelire For ſtill, F any "Mon 


have not the Spirit of CH RIST, thatever he "deſires, he 
4 wone of i: d m brot her, beware you ſtop not 
Hort! Beware you never account you elf a Chriſtian, 
no, 07 in the loweſt Degree, til! Gon hath ſent for th 
he Shiret of CHRIST inte Jour Heart, and that S9irit 
bear avitneſs <17th your Spirit, that you are a Child - off 


ne Step Farther | from us, are you who are called 
: not by your: own Choice) Dnabaptiſts. The 
Smallnes of your Number, comp: ared to that either 
of 
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53 A farther Appeal N 
of the Profiyterians, or thoſe of the Church, makes it gu 
eaſter for you to have an exact Knowledge of the Be- „on 
haviour of all your Members, and to put avay from Nay 
among you cvery one that xvaineth not QC US to the do Tt 
Doctrine you have recti dd. {ace 
But is this done? Do all jour Me bers adorn the e 
Goſpel Are they all Hel es Fe 40170 "eth catled us 15 him 
Helv? 1 fear not. 1 have known forme Infances to the Lead 
contrary; and dountilets \ oa Eliow' mar V More. ms N 
are Unh oly „OQutv a; aty Unko ny Men, in -Congre-| * 
gations 4110 Men that props. ne. eit! lie N Or To 
the Day of-ihe 1.0.8; ; 00 at do hot hof. Cur eto Nate. OR 
ral or Civil Parents; that know not kow to pofleſs their that 
30ates in Senctification and HBonour; that are intempe- BT. 
rate either in Meat or Drink, eluttonous; ſenſnal, luxu- Pap 
rious; that variouſly offend avainft Juſtice, Mercy or 777 
Truth, in their Intercourie with their Neighbour, and that 
do not walk by that Roa. Laab, hou alt hes thy Pa; 
Neighbour as thyſelf,» Hi 
But bow is this conſiſtent with your leading Prin- the 
ciples, That no Mo O0 got to be admitted to Þap- 685 
e tilm, till he has that Repentance whereby we for- 1815 
© fake: Sin, and Living Faith in G O D, through 2 8 
a er TY 
For if no Man ought to be a&::7tcd into a Church © = 
Congregation, who: has not actual Faith and Repent 5 
ance, then neither ought any Who has them not, to c. | L 
tinue in any Congregation. And conſequently an oper, | 
Sinner cannot remain among yon, unleſs you practicalli Ty 
renounce your main Princip le. 16 
U 
4. I refer it to your own ſerious Conſideration, We. A 
ther one Reaſon, why unholy Men are ſtill ſuffered to 1 
remain among you, may not be this; That many 
you have unawares put Opinion in the room of Faith 5 
and Repentance ? But how fatal a Miſtake is this? Sup- | , 
poſing your Opinion to be true, yet a True Opinion con- * 
cerning Repentance is wholly different from the Thing Fo 
itſelf. And you may have a True Ofinion concerning 1 F. 
Faith all your Life, and yet die an Unbeliever. 4 
8 . 2 
appoſing 4, 
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Suppoling t ercfore the Ofixion of Particular Redemp- 
tion true, yet how little does it avail toward Salvation? 
Nay, were we to {uppoſe, That zone can be /eved who 
do not hold it, it do s not follow, that all avi be 
ſaved who do. So that if the ove prov'd a Man to 
be in ever ſo bad a State, the other would not prove 
him to be 7 a Good one.” \nd conſequently, whoioever 
leans on this Opinion, Jeans on the Staff of a broten 

1 
Kc. 5 

Would to Gop that ye would wind this one Thing, 
To make eur chen Callin g and Election ſure! That ev- 
ery one of you (eating the reſt of the W Shag 0 lim 
that made it) would H imfelf⸗ repert, and believe the Goj- 
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Lui INQL--TI< Pen ALONE (4 PP Then: vod KNOW only the 


Paptiim of 7, 75 but believe and be baptized avith the 
Holy G Ia Stranger to 
that Inv/ard 55 PLUM, Wherewich all true Be 
baptized ? May the Lokp conſtrain 
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5. There is a Nil wider F ifference in /ome Pohits, be- 
tween us, ard the People uſually tern'd SA,. But 
not in ele Points. \ od, as Well as ve, condemn all 
U ih and Vurig hl uſuefs , Men; all thoſe Horks 
of the Devil which were recited above, and all thoſe 
{ enipers from which they ſpring. 

You agree, kat we are all to be taught of GOD; 
and to be %% V, bis Spirit: I hat the Spirit alone re- 
vials all Truth, and in/pires all Holincis : That by his 
Inſpiration Men attain penſct Love, the Love Which 
purijics them cs He 75 Flinte: And that through this 
Knowledge and Love of Gon, they have Power to 
do arrays fuch things as peu Him; to wWortnip God, 
a Spirit, according to his own Will, that is, 4% Spirit 
and int Truth. 

Hence 
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than you do behind their Back. Is this 
AP. 1 ) Saks 

Speech? Do you never di//emb/c? Do you! 

5 o 

Ferſons, high or low, rich 01 poor, Juk What ye 


55 
neither more nor leſs, and in the fhorteſt 
Manner you can? If not, What a me 
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fo Men of Reaſon and Religion. 61 


Plain Language? You carry your Condemnation in 
Frm own brealt. 

You hold alſo, That“ he which is led by the 
NY will uſc great Plainnefs of Dreſs, ſeeking no 
tabu adoraing, but only t the Ornament of 4 Rees 
and quiet pri il. 

And that, in COLOR ar, © he will leave Gold and 
coil Apparel, to thoſe Who -now not GOD.” 

Now 1 appcal to every ſerious, reaton able Man a- 
mong you, Do your People act conſiſtently with this 
Principle! ? Do not many of your Women wear G. M 
upon their very Feet? And many of your Men ute 
Ornaments of Gold? Are you aà Stranger to theſe 

Things? Have you not ſeen with your Eyes (tuch 
Trifles as will c: ice bare the Naming). their (ares 
and Suff -boxes glitter, even in your ſolemn Aſlembly, 
While ye were waiting together upon G0? Sure- 
ly, they are not yet 10 oil to Modeſty, as to pretend, 
That they do not ule them b y Way of Ornament. It 
they do not, if it be on ly out of Neceſii ty, a plain 


8 
Oaken- Stick will ſupply the Place of the one, and a 
Piece of Hein Or 17 v. Ill Une xc ionably antwer all 


the reaſonable Ends ot the other. 


T 5 * | n 7 5 4 1 I 4 * 119871 > „ F 1 
O pes OLSEN) and GO not Count Me YOu) 1,110 my 
for this) you cannot but obſerve upon cool Reflection, 
That you retain Jul ſo much of your. ante. Practice, 
as leaves your Pre/ert without Excuſe 3 as mares the 
Inconſiſtency between the one and. the other, glaring 
and undeniab! e. For Inſtance: Fhis Woman is too 
ſtrict a . to lay out a Sbzlling in a Kecfläace. 
— 2 p . G 5 % 4 
Very well; but ſhe is not too ſtrict to lay out ur- 


ſcore Guineas in a Repeating Watch. Another would 


not for the World wear any Lace, no, not an Eaging 
round her Cap. But ſhe: will wear Paint; and fees no 
Harm in it at all; tho” it ſhould be of twelve Limes the 
Price. In one Kind of Apron or Hendierchief ſhe da 

not lay out twenty Shillings ; but in another Sort, lays 
out twenty Pounds. And what Moititudes of voa 
are very jealous, as to the Colrur and Fim of your Ap- 
arcl, (the ſeaſt important of all the Ein ee n that 
telate 0 it) while in the moſt im portant, the Expencs, 
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62 A farther Appeal 


they are without any Concern at all? They will not 


put on a Scarlet or Crim/on Stuff, but the richeſt V- 
det, ſo it be black or grave. "They will not touch a 
colour d Rilbband; but will cover themſelves with a 
ei Silk from Head to Foot. They cannot bear 
Purple : But make no Scruple at all of being cloth'd in 


fine Linen: Yea, to ſuch a Degree, That the Linen of 


ihe Quakers is grown almoſt into a Proverb. 

Surely you cannot be ignorant, that the Sinfulneſs of 
fire Apparel, hes chiefly in the Frperfiveneſs. In that 
it 15 robbing Gop and the Poor. Jt is defrauding 15 
Fatherleſs and Widow; it is waſting the Food of t 
Hungry, and withholding his Rayment from t 
ked to conſume it on our own Luits, 

7. Let it not be ſaid; That this N only 2 fe 
among you, 2. thoſe, of the grunge and /7ghter 
Sort. Yes it doe 3 FOUT V/ hol e Be 05 5 For v. 15 do 
You, who are Elder and. Grover, ſufer ſuch Things? 
Why do ye not vehemently. reprove them? And it 
they repent not, in ſpite of all worldly 'Confiderations, 
IN! 4 them out of „our Society? In conniving at their 
ie, You make it your OWN ; por, eſpecially who are 
Preachers. Do you ſay, They cannot bear it; they 
Will not hear: Alas, into What State then are ve fal 
len! Put Whether they. will bear it or not, What is that 
to Thee? Thou art to ſpear, che her they ail! | bear, 
er evhither ther gulli "ford ear... To ſay-the very Truth, 
i am afraid, you rather ſtrengthen their Hands in their 
Wickedneſs. For you not only * do not teſtiſy againſt 

it 


he Na- 


„ * 


* You ſay, © You % teſtiſ againſt it in the Congre- 
vation. 85 Again What? Ava! in Gay and Gawdy 
1 »parel.” 1 rant it. But this 15 not the T hing | ſpeal: 
of You 96K e miſtake. my Mark. Do you teſtify a- 
gainſt the Co/t/ine/5 of their App. rel, however on and 
Grave it may be? Againſt the Price of the Velvet, the 
Linnen, the Silk, or Raiment of whatever Kind? It 
vou do this frequently and explicitly, you are clear. If 
not, own and amend the Fault. 
It is eaſy to diſcern how your People fell into this 
Onare 
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it in the Congregation, but even ſit at their Table and 
reprove them not. Why then, Thou alſo art one of 
the Dumb Dogs that cannot bark, Jleeping,. Hing aowy 
le ing to lumben. 

I fix this Charge upon every Preacher, in particular, 
who ſaw a young Woman, Daughter to one of the 
DPuakers in Loudon, going to be married in Apparel 
ſuitable to her Diamond Buckle, which coit a hur: dred 
Guineas. Could you: fee this, and not call Heaven 
and Earth to witneſs againſt it? Then I witneſs againit 
Thee; in the Name of the Lokp, Thou art a lind 
Leader of the Bind: Thou (train t/i a Gnat, and fuais 
20 649 a Came! ! 

Verity the Sin both of Teachers and Hearers, is here- 
in exceeding great. Aud the little Attempts toward 
Plainneſs of Apparel, which are ſtill obſervable among 
vou {I mean, in the Colour and Form of your. Cloaths, 
and t the * of putting them on) only KC! ) againſt 
you, That you were once what you know in your 
Hearts you are not now. 

15 J come now to your main Principle, © We are 
all to be taught of GOD, to be 17 fired and led by his 


— 


03 


— 


Snare of the Devil. You were at firſt a poor, deſpiſed, 
aftiicted People. Ihen, what ſome of you had to {pare, 
Was little enough to relieve the needy Members of your 
own Society. In a few Years you increaſed in Goods, 
and were able to relieve more than your #2 Poor. Bu: 
you did not beſtow all that you had to ſpare from 
them, on the Poor belonging to other Societies. It 
remained either to lay it up, or to expend. it in Super 
fluities. Some choſe one Way, and ſome the other. 
Lay this decply to heart, ye who are now a POors 
deſpiſed, aftiied People. Hitherto ye are not able to 
relieve your own Poor. But if ever jour Subſtance in- 
creaſe, ſee that Ye be not ſtraiten'd in your own Bowels, 
that ye fall not into the ſame Snare of the Devil. Be: 
fore any of you either lay up Treaſures on Earth, or 
indulge needleſs Expence of any kind, I pray the LoRD 
Gop to ſcatter you to the Corners of the Earth, and 
blot out your Name from under Heaven! 


F 2 Spirit. 


rr 


64 A farther Appeal 
Spriit. And then we ſhall a9; ſip him, not with dead 


Form, but 77 Spirit and in Truth.” 

Theſe are Beer and weighty 2 But many 
hold faſt the Words, and are utterly. 1 ant of their 
Meaning. Is not this an exceeding. common Caſe? 


Sn 
C 


- 


Are you not conſcious, abundance of your Friends have 


done ſo ? ww 1th hom the being 12 4 (; '#, D and 


— 


led by bis Spirit, are mere Words of Courſe: that mean 
Jait nothing. And their e and dige e//i Accounts, 
of the Things they aid not undertand, have raiſed that 


deep Prejudice againſt theſe great Troths Which we 
find in the gencrality of Men. 

Do ſome of you aſk, © But de thou acknowledge 
the Irward Plirciple? I do, my Friends Apd 1 
wou'd to Go every one of you acknowledged 
as much. I fay, All Religion is either % Secu, 
or Perfection by inſtiralian; in other Wolde, Ihe obe- 


dient Love of Go, by the tupernatural Knowledge of 


dge 
G0D: Yea, and that all which zs ot of Faith is Sin; 
all which does not ſpring from this I oving Knowledge 
of Gop; Which Knowledge cannot begin, or ware 
one Moment, without ite Inſpiration: Not only 
all Publick Worſhip, and ail Privates Prayer, but eve - 
ry Thought, in Common Jie, 3 Word and Work. 
What think you of this? Do you rot ſtagger? Dare 
you: carry the instand Principle ſo far ? "Do vou ac- 
knowledge it to be the very ruth? But alas! What 
is the acknowledging it; Doſt thou experience this 
Principle in thyſelf; What ſaith thy Heart? Does Gon 
duell therein? And doth it now eccho to the Voice 
of Gop? Hall thou the con!mnunl In Viral. on of his Spirit, 
filling thy Heart with his Love, as with a Well of Wa- 
ter, ſpringing up into everlalling Life? 

9. Art thou acquainted with the Leadi; 2 of ts Spirit, 


not by Notion only, but by living E XPEPICNCE I fear 


very many of you talk of this, who do not ſo much as 
know what it means. How does the Spirit of Gon 
lead his Children, to this or'that particular Action? Do 
you imagine, it is by Blind Iinpulſe only? By 7 angie 
you to do it, you know not why? Not ſo. He leads 
us by our Eye, at leaſt as much as by the Hand; and by 
Light as well as by Heat. He fhewvs us the Way where- 

in 


r 7 


to Men of Reaſon and Religion. 
in we ſhould go, as well as 7rcites us to walk therein, 
For Example. Here is a Man ready to periſh with 
Hunger. How am I /ed by the Spirit to reheve him? 
Firſt, By his conoincing me, it is the Will cf Gop J 
ſhould, and ſecondly, by his filling my Heart with Zove 
toward him. Both this Light and this Heat are the Gift 
of Gop ; are wrought in me by the ſame Spirit: Who 
leads me, by this Conwiction as well as Lowe, to go and 


feed that Man. This is the plain, rational Account of 


the ordinary RENE of the Spirit. But how far from 
that which ſome have given! 

Art 1594 thus led by the Spirit to every good Word 
and Work? Till Gap hath thereby made thy Faith 
perfect? Doſt thou know what Faith is? It is a Lov- 
ing, Obedient Sight of a preſent and reconciled Gon, 
Now where this is, there is no Dead Form; neither can 
be, ſo long as it continues. But all that is {aid or dons 
18 55 of Gon, full of Spirit and Life and Power. 


But PET naps, AS much 1 28 You talk ot them, Y Oi! 


4 8 not know the Difference between Form and e 
or BETWEEN nen Go in a Vrmal Way, and wor- 


ih ping him % Spirit and in Truth. 
'The 15 0RD is tha 3 The Seeing and Feeling 
and Loving him is Spiritual L/. And whatever is ſaid 


or done in the sight and Love of Gov, that is fall of 


Spirit and 2255 All beſide this is Form, mere doad 
Form: whether it be in our Publick Addreſſes to (Gr0D; 
or in our 5 or in our Wortdly Buſineſs, or in 
our daily Converſation. 

But if ſo, how Poor and mean and narrow have your 
Views and Conce ptions been! You was afraid of For- 
nellity in publick Worſhip. And Reaſon good. But was 
you afraid of it no Where eile ? Did: not you conſider, 
That Pormality in Common Life, is aito an Abomination 
8. the Losb? And that it can have no Place in any 

Thing we ſay or do, but ſo far as we forget GOD? © 
watch againſt it in every Place, every Moment. that 
you may every Moment ice and love GOD ; and con- 
lequently, at all Times and in all Places, worthip him 
in Spirit and in Truth. 

My Brethren, permit me to add a few Words, in ten- 

er Love to Your Souls. Do not you kan too much 
F 3 au 
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on the Spirit and Power, which you believe reſted upon 


your Forefathers ? Suppoſe it did; will that avail you, Wi 
if you do not drink into the ſame Spirit ? And how evi- ne. 
dent is this! That whatever ye once were, ye are now fro 
for of yeur Strength. Ye are weak and become like | m. 
other Men. The Lok is well nigh departed from | tine 
you, Where 1s now the Spirit, the Life, the Power ? thi 
Be not offended with my plain Dealing, when I beſeech Vo 
you Who are able to weigh Things calmly, to open your du 
Eyes and ſee Maltitudes even in the Church, purſu- pa 
ing, yea and attaining the SubPance of Spiricual Lite, th 
and leaving unto you the Shadow. Nay a {till greater B. 
Evil is before you: For if ye find not ſome effectual th 
Means to 3 it, your riſing Generation will utterly th 
caſt off, the Shadeww as well as the Subrance. CO 
th 

11. There is an abuncantly greater Differenced ſtill, 
according to your own Account, between us who profeſs E 
ourſelves Members of the Church of Eugland, and you th 
who are Members of the Church of Rome. But not- in 
withſtanding this, do you not agree with us in con- th 
demning the Vices above recited ? Propha meneſs, Drun- | x 
kenneſs, Wh . Adultery, Theft, Diſobedience Q 
to Parents, and ſuch like? And how unhappily do you V 
agree with us in 3 the very Wices Which you C 
gondemn ? | K 
And yet you acknowledge (nay and frequently con- EA 
tend for this with a peculiar Earncitn els) That every i Z 
- Chriſtian is called to be vealous of ; 705 Works, as well ee 
as to deny himſelf and take up his Craſs daily. How | 1 
then do you dcpart from your own Principles, when q 
you are Gluttons, Drunkards or Epicures ? When vou 7 
live at your Lale, in all the Elegance and -V oluptuout- | 7 
neſs of a plentiful Fortune! How will you reconcile a 
the being adorned with Gold, array'd in Purple and fine : 
Linnen, and farir 9 ſumptuouſly every Day, with the bx 
du Jour, Al: ond taking up Jane Cro/; oil ? Surely F 
hile you inc ulge the Deſire of the Fleſn, the Deare of / 


8 


the Eye, and't -the Pride of Life, the ereellent Rules of 

ſelf-denial that bound in your own Writers, leave you 

„all Men moſt inexcuſable. 2 _ 
| 12 Neither | 


12. Neither can this Self- indulgence be reconciled, 
with the being zealous of good Warks. For by this 
needleſs and continual Expence, you diſable Yourſelf 
from doing Good. You bind your own Hands. You 
make it impollible for you to do that Good which o- 
therwiſe you might. So that you injure the Poor in 
the fame Proportion as you poiſon your own Soul. 
You might have cloath' d the Naked; but what was 
due to them, was thrown away on your own coſtly Ap- 
parel. You nught have fed the Huno ory, entertained 
the Stranger, felieved them that were foe or in Priſon. 
zut the Superfluities of your own Table ſwallowed u 
that whereby they ſhould have been profited. And ſo 
this waſting of thy Loxn's Goods, is an Inſtance of 
complicated Wickedneſs ; ſince hereby thy poor Bro- 
ther periſheth, for v.hom CHRIS died. 

I will not decent to you either the Writings or 
Examples of thoſe whom you account Heretichs, (al- 
though ſome of theſe, if you could view them with 
impartial Eyes, might provoke you t9} ealzulj7.) But O! 
that Gop would write in your Hearts, the Rules of 
Self-denial and Love, laid down by . Kempis ! 
Or that you would follow both in this and in Good 
Works, that burning end ſnining Light of your own 
Church, the Mal s de Renty |! Then would all WO 
Knew. and loved the Loeb. rejoice to acknowledge you 
518 the (urch of- the Living G © D.: WI nen 50 Verte 
zealous of every good Word and Work; and abſtain- 
55 from all Appearance of Evil: When it was. hereby 
hen that you were filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and 
delivered from all unho! ly Tempers: When ye were all 
unblameable and unrebuk: able, 1 out Spot or HFrinkle, 
%. ery ſuch Thug ; a choſen Generation, a Royal Pit 1 
good, an holy Nation, a peculiar P People, ſewing forth to 
all Jews, Infidels and Hereticks "by your active, pa- 


tient. ſpotleſs Love of Gob : 555 Man, the Praiſes of 
„ IF / 


Hint, 200 had called 09: out of 77 kneſs into J 25 HIGH vel- 


tous 1 Lie Fi 7 
Gd 


13. Men and Brethren, Children of the Stock of A.- 
braham, ſuffer me to ſpear a few Words to You alſo : 
Y.ou who do not allow, That Messlan the Prince is 


already 
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already come and cat of. However, you ſo far hear 


Moſes and the Prophets, as to allow, 1. That 7? 7s be 
{aſpiration of the Holy One, which. giveth Man Under— 
landing, and that all the true Children of Gop ar- 
taught of GO D. 2. That the Subſtance both of the 
Law and the Prophets, is contained in that one Word, 
Thou ſpalt love the Lord thy Gon with all thy Heart, 
and with all thy Soul, ang c als thy S! 'rength, and 
thy Neighbour as Thy/elf. And 3. That the ſure Fruit 
of Love is OBEDIENCE, ccaſing n Evil, and doing 
Good. 

And do-jou walk by this R. ue? Have on yu 
that Infhirati n off the U. % One ?. Are you taught ot 
Gop? Flath he opened your odere nding ? Have 


you the Inward Knowle: Se of the #707 High? I fear 


1 


not. Perhaps you Know- little more, cven of the Mean- 


ing of the Woras th an a Mahometan. 

"Let US g0 A little further. anche YOU: .Z3'E Be IL. ORD 7017? 
Gov with all your ay , ewith. all 1 75 out, cuith all 
Jeur S trength? Ln, Oe. Hh ag pom E | 732 Heaven 
but Thee; „ bere 7s none upon Earth ib "Fa ere beſides 
Thee? Do you deſire Gop at all? Do you deſire to 
have any thing to do with him, till you can keep the 
World no longer? Are you not content, fo you e joy 
the Good Things of Earth, to let Gov ftand afar Off: 
Only calling upon Him now and then, hen you can' 2 
welt do without him. Why then you do not e Gop 
at all, tho' you will ſometimes condeſcend to u/e Him. 
You Jobe the World. This poſleſtes y our Heart, This 
therefore is vour GOD. You renounce a e God of your 
Fathers, the Gop of Ifravl ; ; YOU are ſtill uncincumciſea 
in Heart. Your oun Conſcience bears Witt )eſs, y O12 
in this no more hear Aoes and tie Prophets, than 
you do Jesus of Nazareth. 


14. From Moſes and the Prophets it has been ſhewn, 
that your Forefathers were a fairhl/s ani Hulborn Ge- 
eration; a Generatian asc {et net thiir Hearts ag ht, 
and ac Haſe Jirit cleaved not [redfaſis) 2 GU D. And 
this you acknowledge yourtelves. If you are aſk d, 
How 15 it, that the Promiſe. is not fuld? Seeing the 
Scepter is long ſince departed from Fudah, why is not 

SHiloæ 


— ] 2 
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Your uſual Anſwer is, “ Becauſe of the 
Sins of our Fathers, God hath delay'd his Coming. 

Have You then reformed from the Sins of your Fathers? 
Are You turned unto the Loxzh your GOP? Nay, Do 


y 7 - p k a ®, - 5 * — cn — 
ye not tread in te lame Steps? Bating that ſingle 


Point of Outward Idolatry, what Abomination did they. 


ever commit, which 7%z have not committed allo ? 
Which the Generality of you do not commit ſtill, ac- 
cording to your Power? It therefore tae Comn ng of 
MESSIA II Was hinder'd by the Sins of your Fore- 
fithers then by the ſame Rule, vour Continuance there- 
in Will hinder ue C tothe Frd of the World. 

Brethren, my Fleart V fre and Prayer to GOD is, 
That He would e he QOutcaſts of 1iracl. And L 
doubt not, but when the Fulnefs of the Ger: 145 15 come 
in, then al Iiracl. jhall be Javed. But mean Time, is 
there not great Cauſe that ye ſhould. fay with Daniel, 
ON D. Riohte elne belon e th unto Thee, but unto 

;C 715 7 4, on. =o Face „ thts Day, to the Men on " Fudan, 
aud unto all fra]. O LORD, we nave finned, awe 
Lace rib led: avant Thee, neither have awe obeyed the 
Fact of the L OR H 647 GOD. Tet, O our GOLD, in- 
= vo 75 inc Ear, and hear; open! nie Eyes dt total our 
- FI, ions? for Ar c uot 7 975 22 our H pals catt6s before 
55 Fer 07 Neighbtecisſ F214 es 2 70 Gr. thy great Mercies. 
O Los, Ja O Lox, Forgive! O Load, hear fen 
and do! Defer not, for tb; re oxun Sake 3 for thy City and 
* 1 0 le 2 calle 'a by 7 y Name. 


15. I cannot conclude without addreſſing myſelt 
to you alſo, who do not admit either the env or 
Chet ian Revelation. But {ill you deſire to be happy: 
Vou own the eſſential Difference. between Vice and 
Virtue; and acknowledge, (as did all the wiſer Greets 
and Romans | that Vice cannot conſiſt with Happineſs, 
You allow likewiſe that Gratitude: and Benevolence, 
Self-Knowledge and Modeſty, Mildneſs, Temperance, 

atience and Generoſity, are juſtly numbered among 
Virtues; and that Inoratitude and Malice, Envy and 
Ill-nature, Pride, Inſolence and Vanity, Gluttony and 
Luxury, Covetouſneſs and Diſcontent, are Vices of the 
higheſt Kind, 
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Now let us calmly enquire, how far your Life is con- 


fiftent with your Principles. 

You ſeek Happineſs, But you find it not. You 
come no nearer it with all your Labours. You are 
not happier than you was a Year ago. Nay, I doubt 
you are more unhappy. Why is this, but becauſe 
you look for Happineſs there, where you own it can- 
not be found? In deed, what is there on Earth which 
can long ſatisfy a Man of Underſtanding? His Soul 


18 
is too large for the * orld he lives in. He wants 


10re Room. 


tut 77 Felix aug limite Mundi, | 
"Ut. Pre. wikis clauſus Gyarts, pai Vt igue Feri: ho. 


He has already travelled thro' all which is called Plea- 
ſure ; Diverſions and Entertainments of every Kind. 
But among theſe he can find no Enjoyment of any 
Depth; they are empty, ſhallow, ſuperficial Things: 
They pleaſed. for a while, but the Gloſs is gone; and 
now they are dull and taſteleſs. And what has he 
next? Only the ſame Things again. For this Wort! 
attords nothing more. It can ſupply him with ne 
Change. Go, feed again: But it is upon one Duh 


ſtill. Thus 
Occidit miſeros crambe repetita, 
Yet what Remedy under the Sun! 
16, The ſounder Judgment, the ſtronger Under- 
ſtanding you have, the ſooner are you ſated with the 


World : And the more deeply convinced, all that com- 
eth is Vanity; Fooliſh, Inſipid, Nauſcous. You ſee 


the Foibles of Men in ſo much clearer a Light, and 


have the keener Senſe of the Emptineſs of Life. Here 
you are, a poor, unſatiofy'd Inhabitant, of an unquiet 
World; turning your weary E es on this Side and on 
that e ; ſeeking Reſt, but finding none. You ſeem 
to be out of your Place: Neither the Perſons nor Things 
that ſurround you are ſuch as you want, You have a 
confuſed Idea of ſomcthing better than all this ; but you 

ROW. 
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know not where to find it. You are always gaſping for 
ſomething which you cannot attain, no, not it you range 
to the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth. | 

But this is not all. You are not only zzgative!y un- 
happy, as finding nothing whereon to ſtay the Weight. 
of your Soul; but ve fo, becauſe you are Unho- 
ly : You are miſerable, becauſe you are vicious. Are 
vou not vicious? Are you then full of Gratitude to 
Him, who giveth you Lite and Breath, and all Things ? 
Not ſo; you rather ſparn his Gifts, and murmur at 
him that gave them. How often has your Heart ſaid, 
Gop did not uſe you well? How often have you que- 
ſtion'd either is WWII dom or Goodneſs? Was this well 
done? What Kind of Gratitude is this? It is the beſt 
vou are Maſter of Then teke Knowledge of yourſelf. 
Black Ingratitude is rooted in your inmoſt Frame. You 
can no more love Gov than you can ſee him; or than 
vou can be happy without th at Love. 


Ne nutte how much ſoever you may p:que your- 
ſelf upon 11) are you Lover of Mankind. Can Love 
and 2 conſiſt:? Benevolence and Envy? O 


do not put out your own Eyes. And are not theſe 
horrid Pempers in you? Do not you envy. one Man, 
and bear Malice or - HI-will to another ? 1 know YOu 
call theſe Pifoofitions by fofter Names; but Names 
change not the Nature of Things. You are pained 
that one ſhould enjoy what you cannot enjoy your- 
ſelf. Call this What you pleaſe, it is rank Envy. 
You are erieved, that a ſecond enjoys even what you 
have youricit ; you rcjoice in ſeeing a third unhappy. 
Do not flatter you rlelk: this 1s Malice, venomous Ma. 
n ard nothing elfe. And how could you ever any 
being happy, with Malice and Envy in your Hear 

Juſt as well 4:48 you expect to be at Eaſe, while 11 
hal bu irning Coals in your Boſom. | 

J intreat you to reflect, whether there are not 
Wa [Inhabitants in your Breaſt, which leave no Room 
for Happineſs there. May you not diſcover, thro* a 
thouſand Difguites, Pride? Too high an Opinion of 
yourſelf? Vanity, Thirſt of Praiſe, even (who would 
believe it?) of the Applauſe of Knaves and Fools ? 
Unevenneſs or Sourneſs of Temper? Pronenels to An- 
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ger or Revenge? Peeviſhneſs, Fretfulneſs, or pining 
Diſcontent? Nay, perhaps even Covetouſneſs. And 
did you ever think, Happineſs could dwell with theſe ? 
Awake out of that ſenſeleſs Dream. Think not of re- 
conciling things incompatible. All theſe 'Tempers are 
eſſential Mi ſery. So long as any of theſe are harbour- 
ed in your Ercaſt, you matt be a Stranger to Inward 
Peace. What avails it vou, if there be no other Hell? 
Whenever thele Fiends are let looſe upon you, you will 
be conſtrain'd to own, 


66 Hell is wherce'er Jam: My ſelf am Hell! 


And can the Supreme Being love thoſe Tempers, 
which you vourſelf abhor in all but yourlelt? If not, 
they imply Guilt as well as Mifery. Doubtleſs they 
do. Only inquue of your own Heart, How often in 
the mid Career of your Vice have you felt a ſecret Re- 
pre 20f, which you knew not Bow to bear, and therefore 


ftifled as ſoon as poſſible? 


And did not even his point at an Hereafter ? 
2 future State of Exiſtence? The more reatonable a- 
mong you have no Doubt of this; you do not imagine 
the whole Man dies together: Altho”. you hardly ſup- 
poſe the Soul, once diſengaged, will dwell again in an 
Houſe of Clay. But how will 5% Soul ſubſiſt with- 
out it? How are you qualified tor a ſeparate State:! 
Suppoſe this Earthly Covering, this Vehicle of Or- 
ganiz'd Matter, whereby you hold Commerce with 
the Material World, were now to drop off! Now, 
what will you do in the Regions of Immortality? You 
cannot eat or drink there. You cannot indulge either 
the Defire of the Fleſh, the Deſire of the Eye, or the 
Pride of Lite. You Jove only worldly things; and 
they are gone, fled as Smoke driven away for ever, 
Here is no Poſhibility of ſenſual En 1Joyments ; ; and you 
have a Reliſh for nothing elſe. O what a Separation is 
this, from all that you hold dear! What a Breach is 
made, never to be healed ! 
But beſide this, you are unholy ; full of evil Tem- 


pers; for you did not put of theſe with the Body. 


You 


ly 
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You did not leave Pride, Revenge, Mali: 
Diſcontent behind you, when you left the V/ 
now you are no longer chear'd by t 
Sun, nor diverted by the Flux of var: 
thoſe Dogs of Hell are let loole to prey 
with their whole, unrebated Strength, + + 
any Hope, that your Spirit will now ever be ©. 


Y-E 


ts original Purity: Not even that poor Hope 2 | "al 
purging Fire, ſo elegant tly deſcribed by the "tha 1 
Poet, ſome Ages before _ Notion was revived amor; ng 10 
the Doctrines of the R- amiſh Church. Mw 
— Alie tenduntur inanes - 
Suſpenſe ad wentos  aliis ſub gurgite d Wu | 
Infettum eluitur ſcelus, aut exuritur igui — Ws 
Donec longa dies, exatto temporis or be, 5 11 
Concret am exemit labem, fu wn gute reliquit ah 
A thereum ſenſum atque aurai fit iþlicis {ett s I mY ji 
19. What a great Gulph then is fixed between you With 
and Rippel both in this World and that which is to 28 {4 7 
come? Well may you ſhudder at the Thought! More 1 4 
eſpecially when you are about to enter on that untried n 
State of Exiſtence. For what a Pro ſpect is this, when amd 
you ſtand on the Verge of Life, ready to launch out in- ; pl 
to Eternity? What can you then think ? You ſee no- I 
thing before you. All is dark and drea ry. On the very [2400 
Leſt Suppoſit ion, how well may you addreſs your part- wif 
ing Soul in the Words of dying Adrian; 1 
n 
e Foor, little, pretty, fluttering Thing, WH 
Muſt we no langer live together: Wil: 
And dolt thou prune thy tre nblin 'S Wing. | 10 
To take thy Flight thou know'l not wiither* 1 Wh 
WITH, 
WARNE 
Thy pleaſing Vein, thy hum'rous Folly | 1 a 
Is all neglected, all forgot; 1 ii 
And penſive, wavering nela icholy, | 1 
Thou hop'ſt, and fear thou Enow'ſt not what.” 140 


Thou know'ſt not what!“ Here is the Ste, 
| ſuppoſe there were no other. To be thou kngww'ſt not 
G go hat! 


* 
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ecrhat! Not for a Month, or a Year, but thro' the 
countleſs Ages of Eternity ! What a tormenting Uncer- 
rainty muſt this be? What racking Unwillingneſs muſt 
it occaſion, to exchange even this known Vale of Tears, 
for the unknown Valley of the Shadow of Death? 

&« And is there no Cure for this ?** Indeed there is 
an effectual Cure; even the Knowledge and Love of 
Gop. There is a Knowledge of Gon which anwverls 
Eternity, and a Love of Gop which exdcars it. That 
Knowledge makes the great Abyſs s e; and Tu- 
certainty vaniſhes aw: ay. - That Love makes it amiable 
to the Soul, ſo that Fear has no more Place! But the 
Moment Gop lays, by the welcome Angel of Death 
Come thou up hither,” She 


Claps the glad Wing, and towers away, 
And ming les with the Blaze of Day.“ 
8 ) 


20. See ye not, what Advantage every Way, a 
Chri/liar has over you? Prob ably the Reaſon you law 
5 not before was, becauſe you knew none but A) 
Chriſtians; Men Who profeis to bliebe more (in ther 


Fay of beheving} but had no more of the Knowledge 


Or Love of "Ys than youxſe! ves. So that wit] Regard 
to Real, Inward Re. ligion, you 110 560 upon even Ground 


And perhap s in many Branches of Qutzuard Reli 
Advantage was on your Side. 

May the Lorp, the Gop of the Chriftians, either 
reform theſe Wretches, or take them away from the 
Earth! That lay this grand Stumbling-block in the 
Way of thoſe who deſire to know the Will of Gop! 

O ye who deſire to know his Will regard them net! 
If it be poſſible, blot them out of your Remembrance. 

They neither can nor ci do you any Good. 0 
ſuffer them not to do you Harm. Be not prejudiced 
againſt Chriſtianity by thoſe, who know nothing at al! 
of it. Nav, they condemn it, all real, fubRantial Cliri- 
ſtianity; they ſpeak Evil of the Thing they know not. 
They have a kind of cant Word for the whole Religion 
of the Heart. They call it Exthufia/m. 

F will briefly lay before you the Ground of the Mat- 
ter, and appeal to you yourſelves for the Reaſonableneis 
of it. 21. What 


gion, the 


- b 4 =_ 
nrg 
3 * 


to Men of Reaſon and Religion. 75 


21. What a miſerable Drudgery is the Service of 
Go, unlefs I love the Gop whom I ſerve? But I can- 
not love one whom I know not. How then can I love 
Gop till I know him? And how is it poſlible J ſhould 
know Gop, unleſs he make himſelf known unto me?. 
By 4nalogy or Proportion? Very good. But where ie 
that Proportion to be found? What Proportion does a 
Creature bear to its Creator ? What is the Proportion 
between Finite and Infinite? 

J grant, the Exiflence of the Creatures demonſtratively 

 ſhews the Exi/terce of their Creator, The whole Crea- 
tion ſpeaks, chat there is a Goy. But that is not the 
Point: in Queſtion. I know there is a God. [Thus far 
15 Clear. 55 it wha Will thew me, what that GO D is. 
The more 1 reflect the more convinced [ am, that it is 
not Pollible ſor any or all the Creatures, to take off the 
\ BA Which is on my Heart, that I may diſcern this 
Unknown Gop; to draw the Curtain wack: which now 


1140 
hangs b etwoen, that I may fee Him which is invihble. ay} 

This J Weil of Ele i NOW 2 des thm- from my Sight. hal 
And who is able to make it tranſparent ! Sa that I may 1 
perceive hre this Glaſs, Gob always before me, till 1 Wn! 
fee Him Face to Face. | b $0 

I want to know this great Gop who filleth Heaven pl 
and Earth: Who is above, beneath, and on every Side, e 
in all Places of his Dominion; who juſt now beſets me 1 
behind and before, and lays his Hand upon me. And l 
vet 1 am no more acqua inted with Him, than with one b | 


2 A Incs gens EIT 
— 


of the Inhabitants of Jupiter or Saturn. 
O my Friend, how will you get one Step farther, 


_ — 
22 - * 
e 


r 


Welty 

} 

unleſs Gor reveal himſelf to your Soul? „ 
22. And why ſhould this ſeem a Thing incredible to 14 

you? That Gov, a Spirit, and the Father of the Spi- 164 
rits of all Fleſh, ſhould diſcover himſelf to your Spirit, 2794 
Which is itſelf the Breath of G OD, Divine Particulz "FRA 

Aure? Any more than that material Things ſhould We 
diſcover themſelves to your material Eye. Is it any || 
| more repugnant to Reaſon, that Spirit ſhould influence . 4. 
5 Spirit, than that Matter ſhould influence Matter? Nay, #14 ; 
| 15 not the former the more eaſily intelligible of the two? Sia 

— For there is the utmoſt Difficulty in conceiving, how wh 


-: Matter ſhould influence Matter at all, How that which 
| G 2 is 
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is totally bad ſhould ac. Neither can we rationally 
account either for Gravitation, Attraction, or any na- 
tural Motion whatſoever, but by ſuppoſing in all th 
Finger of Gop, who alone conquers that 7s 7ncrtice 
which | 18 eſſential to every Particle of Matter, and work 
eth: Ul in all. | 
Now it Gop ſhould ever open the Eyes of your Un- 
derſta Nang, muſt not the Love of Gov be the ! imme 
diate Conſequence? 5 o you imagine you can ſee Gop, 
without loving Him Js it on ble in the Nature of 
Things? S wirtus enen oculis; ſaid the old 
Heathen, m7rabiles mort excataret t. How much more 


if you ſee Him » who is the original Fountain, the great 
Archetype of all Virtue, will that 81 10H it ral iſe in you 2 
Love that is wonderful, ch as the gay and buſy World 


23. What Benevolence alſo, what tender Love to 
the whole of Human Kind, will you drink in, together 
with the Love of Gon, from the unexh auſted Source 
of Lr nud ne al is it to conceive, that more 
and more of his Image will be then transfuſed into 
your Soul? That from diſintereſted Love, all other 
Divine Tempers will, as it were naturally, 8 2 5 
Mildneſs, Gentleneſs, Patience, {Fong ee Er ſtice 
Sincerity, Contempt of the World; yea, arſoeve: 
Things are venerable and lovely, w Aer are juſt 
of good Report. 

And when you thus love Gop and all Mankind, and 
are transform'd into his Likeneſs, then the Command: 
ments of Gop will not be grievous; you will no more 
complain, that they deſtroy the Comfort of Life. 80 
far from it, that they will be the very Joy of your 
Heart; Ways of Pleaſantneſs, Paths of Peace! You 
will experience here that ſolid Ha Ppineſs, Which you 
had elſewhere ſought in vain, Without fervile Fear or 
anxious Care, fo long as you continue on Earth you 
will gladly do the Will of God here, as the Angels do 
it in Heaven. And when the Time is come that you 
ſhould depart hence, when God ſays, Ariſe and come 
away, you will paſs with Joy unſpeakable out of the 
Body, into all the Fulneſs of Gov, 


Now 


LR" 
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Now does not your own Heart condemn you, if you 
call (his Religion Enthuſiaſm? O leave that to thoſe 
blind Zealots, who tack together a Sett of Opinions 
and an outſide Worſhip, and call this poor, dull, life- 
leſs Thing, by the Sacred Name of Chriſtiunity. Well 
might you account ſuch Chriſtianity as this, a mere 
Piece of empty Pageantry, fit indeed to keep the Vul- 
gar in awe, but beneath the Regard of a Man of Un- 


derſtanding. 
But in how different a Light does it now: appear ? 


If there be ſuch a Religion as I have ſketch'd out, mutt 
not every reaſonable Man ſee, there is nothi: Ng on Earth 
to be deſired in Compariſon of 1t? Put if any Man 
deſire this, let him aſs of Gop: Ile giveth to all Men 
Uberally and upbraideth not: 


ng May you not aſk, quite conliſte ently with your | 
Principles, in ſome Manner reſembling this : 


O Thon Being of Beings, Thou Cauſe of All, 'Thow: 


ſeeſt my 1 ; Thou underſtandeit all my Thoughts. 

But how ſmall a Part of thy Ways do Þ un derftand ! 1 1 
know not what is above, beneath, on every Side. J 1 
know not my own Soul. Only this I know, Jam not 1 
waat I ought to be. I fee and approve the Virtue . 
Which I have not. I do not love 28 neither am J Bill; 
thankful,” I commend. the Love of Mankind; but I WH 
feel it not. Thou haſt ſeen Ra Malice, Envy in ill 
my Heart, Thou haſt ſeen Anger, Murmuring, Dif- 1 

content. Theſe uneaſy Paſſions "harrow up my Soul. wel Ha 
I cannot reſt, while I am under this Yoke. Nor am 14 
I able to ſſlake it off, I am unhappy, and that Thou e 
knoweſt. | 1 14 

Have Compaſſion upon me, Thou whoſe Years do Ft 1 

not fail! On me, who have but a ſhort Time to hve. 1 
J rife: up, and am cut down as a Flower. I flee as it 

were a Shadow. Let a little while, and I return to 


Duſt, and have no more Place under ae Sun. 

Yet | know Thou haſt made my Soul to live for ever. 
But I know not where; and I am unwilling to try, I 
tremble, I am afraid to go thither, whence [ ſhall not 
return. 1 ſtand quivering on the Edge of the Gulph; 
for Clouds and Darkneſs reſt upon it. O Gov! Mußt 
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J go always * creeping with Terrors, and Pg into 
Eternity with a Peradventure! 

O Thou Lover of Men, is there no Help in Thee ? 
J have heard (what indeed ny Heart connot conceive) 
that Thou revealeſt 'Thyſelf to thoſe that ſeek Thee, 
and poureſt thy Love into their Hearts: And that they 
who know and love Thee, walk through the Shadow 
of Death and fear no Evil. O that this were ſo! That 
there were {uch an unſpeakable Gift, given to the Chil- 
dren of Men! For then might J hope for it. O Gop, 
if there be, give it unto Me! Speak, that 7 may ſee 
Thee! Make e <nown unto Me alſo, in the Man- 
ner that Thou knoweſt! In any wiſe let me know Thee 
and love Thee, that I may be form'd after thy Like- 
neſs! That I may be Love, as Thou art Love; that 
I may now be happy in Thee; and When Thou wilt, 
fall into the Abyſs of thy Love, and enjoy Thee thro' 
the Ages of Eternity 
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I. 1. T OW, what can an impartial Perſon thinl 
1 concerning the preſent State of Religien in 


Englund? Is there a Nation under the 
Sun Which is ſo deeply fallen from the very Firſt Prin- 
ciptes of all Religion? Where is the Country, in whic 
Hala d fo utter a Diſregard to even Heathen Morality 2? 
Such a thorough Conter pt of Juſtice, and Truth, and 
all that ſhouid be dear and honourable to rational Crea- 
tures ? 


What Species of Vice can poſſibly be named, even of 


* 
* 


thoſe that Nature itſelf abhors, of which we have not 


had, for many Years, a plentiful and ſtill increaſing 
Harveit ? What Sin remains either in Rome Or Conſtau- 
tinople, Which we have not imported long ago (if it was 


not of our native Growth) and 7nprowved upon ever 


fince? Such a Complication of Villanies of every Kind, 
conſidered with all their Aggravationt, ſuch a Scorn of 
whatever 


82 A farther Appeal 


whatever bears the Face of Virtue, ſuch Iijuſtice, Fraud, 
and Fal/hood : Above all, ſuch Perjwry, and ſuch a Me— E 

hid of Law, we may FOOT the whole World to pro- d 
duce. 

What Multitudes are found throughout our Land, 
who do not even profe/s any Religion at all? And what 
N unibers of thoſe who ) profe/s much, confute their Pro: 
feſſion by their Practice? Yea, and perhaps by their 1 
exorbitant Pride, Vanity, Covetouineis, Rapacioutacf 1 
or Oppreſſion, cauſe the very Nan. 0 of Religion, tO ſtink 
in the Noſtrils, of many (otherwife) Nr 2 Men? 
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1 N er, we have many thoufards ſtill, of 
truly Firiu: s and R, gc Men.“ Wherein does their 
Religion conf te In Res 2 tecuſneſs and True Holineſs ? 
In Lowe ſtronger than De. ah! Fervent Gratitzte to 
Gop?- And tender Afelion to all his Creatures? Is 
their Religion, the Religion of the Heat? Re 
ne wal of Soul in the Image of Gon? Do they 
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= [ ſemble Him they: rar 757 Are they free from Pride, i 
an from Vanity, from Malice and Envy; from Ambition, | 
= and Avarice, from Paſſion and Luſt; flom eve 2; un | 
Dt ealy and unlovely Temper ? Alas, I fear neither they h 
| 1 (the greater Part at leaſt) nor 50, | know wh 5 N | 
1 ligion means; or have any more Notion of fie: tan | 
| 
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the Peaſant that holds the Plo ough, of the Religion C a 
G; rymnfophiſt. | 
Tis well if the Genuine Reli 797 of CurrIsT Trans any 

more Alliance with what you cad Religion, tha it 
the Tariih Pilgrimages to Mecca, or the P. ih =—_ 
ſip of our Lady of Loretto. Have not you {ubſtit ited 
in the Place of the Religion of the Heart, ſomething {1 
do not ſay equally ful, b at; equally Va, and foreign 
to the ar 01 ſhifping of Gob in uri and in Truth: ES 
What elle can be ſaid even of P Fay, 1 lick or Pri. 
Late, in the Manner wherein you generally perform it . 
As a Thing of Couiſe, running round and round, 

the ſame dull Track, without either the Knowle, , or 
Love of Gop? Without one Heavenly 7 emper, either 


attained or improved? O What Mockery of GOD is 
this! 
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And yet even this Religion, which can do you no 
Good, may do you much Harm. Nay, tis plain, it 
does: It daily increaſes As Pride, as you meaſure 
your Goodneſs by the Number and Length of your Per- 
formances. It gives you a deep Contempt of thoſe, who 
do not come up to the full 74e of your Virtues. It 
inſpires Men with a Zeal, which is the very Fire of 
Hell, furious, bitter, i\mplacable, unmerciful; often to 
a Degree that extmguithes all C ompaflion, all good Na- 
ture and Humanity. Inſomuch that the execrable Fierce- 
xefs of Spirit, which is the natural Fruit of ſuch a Reli- 
gion, hath many times, in ſpite of all Lies, divine and 
human broke aut into open Violence, into Rapine, 
Murder, Sedition, Rebellion, Civil War, to the Deig- 
lation of whole Cities and Countries. 

Tantum hœc Reliaio fot! 'nit ſuadere nalorum 

3. Now if there be a God, and one that is not 2 
mere idle Spectator of the Things that are done upon 
Earth, but a Rewarder of Men "and Nations according 
to their Works, What can the Event of theſe Things 


4 


» 22 F 1 1 5 A 1 7 * 

be? It was reaſonable to believe, that He would have 

rien long ago, and maintamed his own Cauſe, either 
2 — 8 


by ſending the Famine or Peſtilence among us, or by 
OU! ring out his Fury in Blood. And many wiſe and 
holy Men have fre ;uently declared, That they daily 
expected this; that they daily looked for the Patience 
of GOD to give place, and udgment to rejoice over 
Mercy. 

4. Juſt at this Time e, when we wanted little of A- 
ins up the Meoju 1 our . two or three Cler- 
gymen of the CHURCH of ENGLAND began vehe- 
mently to ca, dunes. to b In two or three 
Years. they had founded the Alarm, to the utmoſt Bor- 
ders of the Land. Man) Thouſands gathered toge- 
ther to hear them; and in every Place where t they 
came, many began to ſhew fuci a Concern for Religion, 
as they never” had done before. A ſtronger Ine ien 
was made on their Minds, of the Importance of Things 
eternal, and - had more carneſt fre of ſerving 
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G O D, than they had ever had from their earlieſt 
Childhood. Thus did Gop begin to draw them to- 
ward himſelf, with the Cords of Love, with the Bands 
of a Man. 

Many of theſe were in a ſhort Time deeply convinced 
of the Number and Heinouſneſ5 of their Sins. They were 
alſo made throughly ſenſible of thoſe Tompers, which ate 

juſtly hateful to Gop and Man, and of their utter /p-9- 
rance of Gop, and entire ability, either to know, 
love, or ſerve Him. At the ſame Time, they ſaw in 
the ſtrongeſt Light, the 1r/ignificancy of their outſide Re- 
ligion: Nay : and often confeſs'd it before God, as the 
moſt abominable Hypocriſy. Thus did they ſink deeper 
and deeper into that Repentance, which mult ever pre— 
cede Faith in the Son of Gop. 

And from hence ſprung Fruits meet. for: Repentance 
The Drunkard commenced ſober and temperate, The 
\V horemonger abſtained from Adultery and Fornication; 
the Unjuſt from Oppreſſion and Wrong, He that had 
been accuſtomed to curſe Ang {wear, for many Years, 
now {wore no more. The Sluggard began to w ork v. ch 
his Hands, that he might sat his own Bread. The 
Niter lea -ned to deal his Bread to the Hungry, and to 
cover the Naked with 2 Garment; Indeed the whole 
Form of their Life was changed. They had 2% % do- 
21g Evil and iearnea to 49 wel}. 

5. But this was not all. Over. a and above this / 
ard Change, they began to experience 7zzxvard Reli 
gion. The "Fo Ve Of 23 OD avas feed abr TON - mn t Deir 

| Hearts, Which they continue to enjoy to this Day. 
Fi They love Him, becauſe He fir ſt loved uf, and wit ich held 
1 not from us his Son, his only Son. And this Love 
\þ conſtrains them to s all Mankind, all the Children 
iN of the Father of Heaven and Earth, and inſpires them 
1 with every holy and heavenly Temper, the whole Mind 8 
1 that was in CHxIs H. Hence it is that they are now uni- 

vi form in their Behaviour, unbJameable in all Manner of 

| Converſation. And in whatſoever State they are, they 

have learned therewith to be content: Inſomuch that 

now they can in every Thing give Thenks : They more 
than patiently acquieſce, they rejoice and are exceeding 

lad; 
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glad, in all Gop's Diſpenſations toward them. For as 
long as they love Gop (and that Love no Man taketh 
from them) they are always happy in Gop. Thus 
they calmly travel on thro' Life, being never weary nor 
faint in their Minds, never repining, murmuring or diſ- 
ſatisfied, caſting all their Care upon Gop, till the Hour 
comes that they ſhould drop this Covering of Earth, 
and return unto the great Father of Spirits. Then 
eſpecially it is, that they rejoice with Joy u7/peatable 
and full of Glory, You who credit it not, come and 
ſee. Sce theſe living and dying Chriſtians. 


* Happy while on Earth they breathe ; 
Mightier Joys ordain'd to know, 
Trampling on Sin, Hell and Death, 


12 


To the third Heaven they go! 


Now if theſe Things are ſo, what reaſonable Mia. 
dan deny {ſuppoſing the Scriptures to be true) that Gon 
is now vititing this Nation, in a far other Manner than 
we had Cauſe to expect? Inſtead of pouring out his 
herce Diſpleaſure upon us, he hath made us yet another 
Lender of Mercy: So that even when Sza did mat 
abound, Grace hath much more abounded. 


6. Yea, the Grace of GOD which bringeth Salva- 
eien, preſent Sa lation from inward and outward Sin, 
hath abounded of late Years in ſuch a Degree, as nei- 
ther we nor our Fathers had known. How extenſive 15 
the Change which has been wrought on the Minds and 
Lives of the People! Know ye not that the Sound is 
gone forth into all the Land? That there is ſcarce a 
City or conſiderable Town to be found, where ſome 
have not. been rouzed out of the Sleep of Death, and 
conſtrained to cry ont, in the Bitterneſs of their Soul, 
Vat muſt I do to be ſaved? That this religious Concern 
has ſpread to every Age and Sex; to molt Orders and 
Degrees of Men? To abundance of thoſe in particular, 
who in Time paſt, were accounted Monſters of Wick- 
edneſs, drinking in Iniquity like Water, and committing 
all Uncheanne/s with Greedine/s, 


H 
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7. In what Age has ſuch a Work been wrought, con- 
ſidering the Szviftneſs as well as the Extent of it? When 
have ſuch Numbers of Sinners in fo Sort a Time been 
recover'd from the Error of their Ways? When hath 
Religion, I will not fay, ſince the Reformation, but fince 
the lime of Conſtantine the Great, made fo large a Pro- 
greſs in any Nation, within ſo ſmall a Space? I be- 
heve, hardly can either antient or modern Hiſtory, ſup- 
Py us with a parallel Inſtance. 


Let underſtanding Men obſerve alſo the Depih of 
Fs Work. ſo exten}; wel) and iy wrought. It is 
not a flight or ſuper Hcial Thing : But es of 
Men have been ſo thorough! ly convinced of Siu, that their 
Bones autre ſmitten aſunaer, as it were 9575 a Savord, 
arviding the very Feints aud Marrow. Many of theſe 


have been ſhorily after ſo filled with Peace and Foy in 


bclicving, that whether they were in the Body, or out 
of the Body, they could ſcarcely tell. And in the 
Power of this Faith they have trampled under Foot, 
whatever the World accounts either terrible * deſirable: 
Having evidenced in the ſevereſt Trials, Jo fervent a 
Love to GoÞ, fo invariable and tender a Ee to 
Mankind, particularly to their Enemies, and ſuch a 
Meaſure of all the Fruits of Holineſs, as were not un- 
worthy the Apoſtolick Age. Now ſo deep a Repen- 
tance, fo firm a Faith, ſo fervent Love and unblemiſh'd 


Holineſs, wrought in ſo many Perſons, within ſo ſhort 


a Time, the World has not feen for many Ages, 


9. No leſs remarkable is the Purity of the Religion 
which has extended itſelf fo dceply and /ariftly, 1 ip deak 
particularly, with regard to the Doctrines held by thoſe, 
among whom it is ſo extended. Thoſe of the Church 
of Eng land, at leaſt, muſt acknowledge this. For Where 
is there a Body of People in the Realm, who, Number 
for Number, ſo cloſely adhere to What our Church de- 
Evers as pure Doctrine? Where are thoſe who have 
approved and do approve themſelves more or, 
more ſound in their Opinions? Is there a Socinian or 
£rian among them all? Nay, were you to recite the 


whole Catalogue of Hereſies, enumerated by Bp. Pear- 
fon, 


fon, it might be ask'd, Who can lay any one of thele 
to their Charge? 

Nor is their Religion more pure from Hereß, than it 
is from 8 In former Times, Wherever an un- 


uſaal Concern for the Things of GOD BN eppear'd, 
on the one hand fra ange an erroncou. 97 „ continnal- 
ly ſpru 10 up with it; on the other, 3 24175 for T 118585 5 
which were no Fart of Ri RB 45 + tho ; . had hee 

eſlential Branches of it. Ard many have laic 28 
(if not greater} Strefs on TI rifles, as on the . 


Matters of the Law. But it has not been ſo in the pre- 
tent: Cafe. No Streſs has been laid en any thing, as 
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5 
05 in Proportion to the cares: of its, Relation, to 
at is there laid Cown as the Sum of all, the Love of 
GOD and our dle bour. 80 bare from Sie, f{ition, 
ſo througbly ſcriętus al is tliat Religion, which has lately 
ſpread in this Nation. 
[1 iKewiſe J 7 as wel! as Seriptural 3 it 13 
as pure from Enthufoin, as from Super tion. It 18 
true, the contiary has been continual iy cfirmed. But 


C. 


1 
N 
4 


to Arni is One ky 19 g, to prove 1s ancther. Who will 
{rove, That it is Enthuftaſm to Jove GOD ? Even tho? 
we jove him with all our Heart? .T'o rejoice in the Senſe 


of his IT a0 to us? To praiſe him, even with all our 
7 


Strength? Wo is able; to make good this Charge, 
againſt the Lowe of all Monkind? Or, laying Rheto- 


rical Flouriſhes aſide, to come cloſe to the Queſtion, and 


Aaemonſtr ate, 'T3 Hat it 18 Enthuſca/ /M, In ev ery State we are 


In, therewith to be cotent? I do but juſt touch on 
the general Heads. Ye Men of Rcaſon, give me a 
Man, who ſetting Raillery and ill Names apart, will 
| maintain this by Dint of Argument. If not, own this 
Keligien is the 1 hing you ſeek; ſober, manly, ratioual, 
divine : Howev er expoſed to the Cenfure of thoſe, who 
are accuſtom'd to revile what they undeiſtand not. 

11. It may be farther obſerv'd, the Religion of thoſe 
we now ſpeak of, is entirely clear from Bizatry. (Per- 


haps this might have been rank'd with Szperſition, of 
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which it ſeems to be only a particular Species.) They 
are in no wile bigotted to Opinions. They do indeed 
hold right Opinions. But they are peculiarly cautious, 
not to reſt the Weight of Chriſtianity there. They 
have no ſuch overgrown Fondneſs for any Opinions, 
as to think thoſe alone will make them Chriſtians; or to 
confine their Affection or Eiteem to thoſe who agrce 
with them therein, 'There 1s nothing they are more 
fearful of than this, leſt it ſhould ſtea! upon them una ö 
wares, Nor are they Ligotted to any particular Branch, | 
even of Practical Religion. They deſire indeed to be 
exact in every Jot and Tittle, in the very ſmalleſt 
Points = Chriſiian Practice. But they are not attached | | 
to one Point more than another; they aim at uniform, 
univerſal Obedience. They contend for nothing i- 
Jing, as if it was important; for nothing 2nd:trent, | | 
as if it were neceſiary ; for nothing circumſtantia 1, as 5 
it were eſſential to Chriſtianity ; but ſor every thing in 
its own Order. 
Above all, let it be obſerved, that this Religion 

_ no Mixture of Vice or eee. It gives no Man 
of any Rank or Profeſſion, the leaſt Licence to fin. It 

makes no Allowance to any Perſon, for Un 4 5 of 
any Kind, Not that all who follow aſter have attained 
this, either are already perfect: But however that be 
they plead for no Sin, either Inward or Outward. They 
condemn every Kind and Degree thereof, in themſelves 
as well as in other Men. Indeed, moſt in them- 

elves; it being their conſtant Care, to bring thoſe 
| Words home to their own Ca'e, Hhfoever ſhall keep 
the aubole Law, aud yet offend in one 2 he is guilty 
F all. 

13. Vet there is not found amo ng them that Bitter 
Zeal, in Points either of ſmall or of great Impor- 
tance, that Spirit of Perſecution, which as ſo often 
accompanied the Spirit of Reformation. Tis an idle 
Conceit, that the Spirit of Perſecution js among the 
Papiſts only; it is whereſdever the Devil, that old 
Murderer, works; and he ſtill wworieth in all the Chil- 
dren of Diſobedience. Of conſequence, all the Children 
of Diſobedience, will on a thoulznd diterent ade, 

an 
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and in a thouſand different Ways, fo far as Gop per- 
mits, perſecute the Children of Gop. But what is fall 
more to be lamented is, that the Children of Gop 
themſelves, have ſo often uſed the fame Weapons and 
perſecuted others, When the Power was in their own 
Hands. | 

Can we wholly excuſe thoſe venerable Men, our 
great Reformer's themſelves, from this Charge? 1 fear 
not, if we impartially read over any Hiltory of the 
Poformation, What Wonder is it then, that when the 


Tables were turned, Bp. Benner or Gardiner ſhould. 


— 


make Reprifals? That they ſhoald meaſure to others 
Gndes d good Meaſure ſpoken together What had betore 
been meaſured to them? Nor is it ſtrange, when we 
conſider the ſingle Caſe of eon * that GO0U 
ſhould a er thoie (other wife) holy Men, Archbiſhop 
Cranmer, Bp. Ridley, and Bp. Latimer, to ine of the 
ſame Cu p With her. 

14.5 But can you find any Tincture of this in the 
Caſe before us? Do not all who have lately 2 the 
Love of Gov, know. what Spirit they are of? And 
that the Ser. of” Man is not come to deſtroy Men's Lives, 
but to ſave them? Do they approve of the uling any 
Kind or Degree. of #7zlence, on any Account or Pre- 
tence  whatiocver, in Matters Of 8 Do they 
not hold the Night every Man has to judge for him elf, 
to be ſacred and inviolable ? Do Si low any Nie. 
thod of bring ing even thoſe who are fartheſt out of 


the Way, who are in the g groficit Errors, to the Know- 


ledge of the I ruth, except the Methods of Reaton 
and berſunſion? Of Love Patience, Gentleneſs, Long - 
ſüſfering? Is there any thing g in their Practice WH ch is 
inconſiſtent with this their conſtant Protetion ? Do 
they in Fact hinder their own Relations or Depcndents 
from V. ormippmng GOD according 9 oo their Q VN (Con- 
ſcieuce? Walen they believe them to be in Error, 
do they uſe Foce Of al Kind, in order to bring them 
out of it? Let the 3 if there are ſuch, be 
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Work of Gop is wrought in our Land: And ſuch a 
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Work (if we ſurvey in one View the Extent of it, 
the Sa,, with which it has ſpread, the Depth of 
that Religion which was fo ſwiftly diffuſed, and its Pu- 
rity from all corrupt Mixtures,) as it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, cannot eaſily be parallel d, in all theſe con- 
current Circumſtances, by any thing that is found in 
the Engliſb Annals ſince Chriſtianity was firſt planted in 
this Iſland. 


II. 1. And yet thoſe abo can diſcern the Face of 
tbe Shy, cannot diſcern the Signs of the Times, Yet 
thoſe who are eſteemed wiſe Men do not know, thet 
Gop is now reviving his Work upon Earth. Indeed 
concerning ſome of theſe the Reaſon is plain; they 
#now not, becauſe they 74/74 not of it. Their T hought: 
are otherwiſe employ'd; their Minds are taken up with 
things of quite a different Nature. Or perhaps, they 
may think of it a /zzt/e now and then, when they have 
nothing elſe to do ; but not ſeriouſly, or deeply ; not 
with any Cloſeneſs or Attention of Thought. They 
are too much in Haſte to avezgh the Facts whereof we 
ſpeak, and to draw the juſt Inferences therefrom : Nor 
is the Conviction which they may ſometimes feel ſuffer- 
ed to ſink into their Hearts; but things that have 
larger Share in their Affections ſoon deſtroy the very 
Traces of it. 

2. True it is, that there are ſome who think more 
dceply, who are accuſtomed to conſider things from 


the Foundation, and to lay Circumſtances together, 


that they may judge of nothing before they have full 
Evidence: And yet even ſome of theſe appear to be 
in doubt, concerning the preſent Work. Now, 1up- 
poling it to be a Work of Gop, how can this be ac- 
counted for? That they who o diligenchy inquire con- 
cernipg it, do not know the Time of their Viſitation ? 


Perhaps, becauſe of the deeply rooted Prejudice which 


they brought with them to- the Enquiry ; and, Which 
{till hanging on their Minds, makes it ſcarce poſſible 
tor them to form an impartial Judgment. Perhaps, 
even a ſlight Prepoe/ſion might occaſion their ſtumbli ng 
on ſome of thoſe Rocks of Ofen, which by the WI 
Permiſlion 
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Permiſſion of Cop, always did and always will attend 
any Revival of his Work. Nay, it may be, their very 


Caution was carried to Exceſs. They would not judge. 
before they had ſuch Evidence as the Nature of the 


thing would zo admit, or, at leaſt, Gop did not fee fit 
to give. 

3. All this is very eaſy to conceive. But it may at 
firſt appear ſurprizing, to find Men of Renown, Men 
ſuppoſed to be endow'd with Knowledge, and with 
Abilities of every Kind, flatly, openly, peremptorily 
denying, that there has been any unuſual Work of Gop 
at all! Yea, a late eminent Writer goes farther * 
accounts it an Inftance of downright Euthuſiaſin, t 

'nagine, that there is any e traordinas Work 5 
wrought upon the Earth“. 

It avails not to ſay, No, he Joe not deny this, 
* but he denies it to be the Work of Gor". This 


is palpably trifling: For the Work under Conſideration, |. 


is of ſuch a Nature namely, the Converſion of Men 


from all Manner of Sin, to Holinefs of Heart and 


Life) that if it be at any Time wrought at all, it muſt 
be the Work of Gop : Seeing it is Gop alone, and 
not any Child of Man, who is able to defroy the Works 
of the Devil. 

Vet neither is this difficult to be accounted for, if we 
conſider things more cloſely : For the ſame Prejudice 
which keeps ſome zn doubt, may eahly be conceived fo 
o influence others, as to make them wholly deny the 
Work of God. And this it may do in ſeveral Ways : 
t may either bring them to queition the Facts related, 
ind hinder their endeavouring to be more fully inform- 


© N or prevent their drawing ſuch Interences from thoſe 


Facts, as they would otherwiſe ſeg to be plain and un- 


deniable, Yea, and it will give ten-fold Weight to the 
Offences which muſt come, ſo as to over-ballance all 
Evidence whatſoever. 

4. This allo may account for the Behaviour of 
tioſe, who not content to ſuſpend their Judgment, or 
+0 deny the Work of Gov, go farther ſtill, even to the 
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Length of contraciamg and Blaſpheming. Nay, {ome 
Of theſe have expre ſed a de eper Abhorrence, and ſhewn 
a ſtronger Enmity againk this, than they were ever 
known to do againſt Popery, Infidelity, or any Hereſy 
whatſoever. Some have perſecuted the Tnftiruments 
whom it pleaſed Gop to uſe herein, only of to the 
Death : And. others have treated in the ſame Manner, 
all thoſe whom they termed their Followers, A few In- 
flances of this it m. ay be proper to mention, out of \ very 


many which mig ht be ied, 


On the 20th of June 1743, à great Multitude of 
People gathered together, chic from Valſal, Dar- 

| leſton and Bilſton, in. Fer foury Church- yard, Stafford 's 
fire. They went from thence (after by founding a 
Horn they had gathered their hole Company together) 
to Mr. Faton's Houſe; in the Middle of the Town, 
who was at that Time Cor/? able. He went to the Door 
with his Conflable s Staff, and began reading the Act of 
Parliament againſt Kiots; bat the Stones Rew io thick 
about his Head, that he was forced to leave off reading 
and retire. They broke all 1115 Wi .ndows, the Door of 
his Houſe, and a large Clock in Pieces. They. went 
then to above fouricore other Houſes, in many of which 
there were not three Panes Of Glaſs] 181 t. 

6. About J'bitfuntide, 1743, a Mob aroſe at Pa- 
ſeſion (near Wenſbury + and broke- all. the W indows (be- 
ſide ſpoiling many of their Goode) of Jaſtua Conſtable, 
John Cotter ellẽ, Thomas Butler, Thomas I ilhinſon, Aaron 
Long inore, V,illiam Pogo. 211, Hun Evans. alter Carter, 
Semuel Carter, and T homas IFURS.. 

Ed<rard Martin, Ann Low, Joan Tie chen, Edtoard 
He, ere Auf rd H Les, 707. Yardly and Robert Deacon, 
had all their Windows broke twice. | 

Ames Fojler, Widow Hes, and "For 22 Janes had 
their Windows broke, and Mone) ex:orted to fave their 
40! 11es. 8 
John! Faber and Voice Ii 29d | had their Windo. S broken, 
an d their WOO! 15 By! Ken 441 0 {poil 4. 

Fol. of tte had his WI ado ws broke, bis Houſe broken 

open, ſome Goods ſpoil'd, and ſome taken away. 
William 


r 
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Hilliam Mobds had his Windows broke twice, and 
was himſelf compelled to go along with the Rabble. 
Elizabeth Lingham, a Widow with five Children, had 


her Goods ſpoiled, her Spinning Wheel (the Support of 


her Family) broke: And her Parih Alloauauce reduced 
from 2. and 64. to 15. 04. a Week. 

Valentine Amber//ey had his Windows broken twice; 
his Wite, big with Child, beaten with Clubs. 

George Wynn had his Windows and Goods broken, and 
to ſave his Houſe, was forced to give them Drink. 


Thomas Day had his Windows and Goods broken, and 


was forced to remove from the Town. 

Foſeph Stubs had his Windows broken twice, and his 
Wife fo frightned, that ſhe miſcarried. 

7. On June 20, 1743, John Baker, at the Head of 
2 large Mob, came to the Houſe of Jonas Turner, at 
IFet- Bramwick, near Wenſoury, and aſk' d him, Whe- 
ther he wou'd 4zep from theſe Men that went preaching 
about, and go to the Church?** He anſwer'd, *f 7do 
go to the Church. But I never ſee any of you there.“ 
Preſently one Dau. Oniens with a great Club, broke great 
Part of the Window at one Blow. Others laid hold of 
him, and dragg'd him about Sixty Yards, before he 


cou'd pet loole from them. Afterwards they broke all 
his Windows, and threw into the Houſe Abundance of 


Stones, to break his Goods. 

About Four in the Afternoon they came to the Houſe 
of Widow Turzcr, of Weft-Bramwick, They threw in 
Bricks and Stones fo faſt, that ſhe was forced to open 


the Door and run out among them. One of her Daugh- 


ters cried out, © My Mother will be killed!“ On 
which they fell to throwing Stones at her. She ran into a 
Neighbour's Houſe, but before ſhe could ſhut the Door, 
they broke the Bottom off with a Brick End. They 
followed her other Daughter with Stones, and one with 
2 great Stake. She ran into another Houſe, much 


frightned, expecting to be murder'd. The Widow aſked, . 


How can you come and abuſe us thus?” On which 
one came with a large Club, and ſwore, ** If ſhe ſpoke 
another Word, he wou'd knock her on the Head, and 


bury her in the Ditch. Then he went and broke 4 
| | the 
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the Glaſs that was left. The ſame they did to many of 
the neighbouring Houſes. 

8. On the 19th of Fare, James Veoman of TFalſcl, 
{aw Mary Bird in her Father's tHouſe at Wer ſbury, and 
{wore, „ By G you are there now: But we will Ev] 
you Lo morrow.” 2 According y he came with a Mob 
the no: xt Len 6 and after they had broken all the Win. 
dows, + tool. up a Stone, and aid, Now, by G-- 
J will A yea. He threw 1t, and ſtruck her onthe 
Side of the Head. The Elbod guſhed out, and ſhe 
dropt down immediately. 

he ſanie Day, they Fe tO 70 n Terners Houſe, 
ard after they had broke all the W VIBGC ovs, . Catements, 
and Ceiling, on- of them cried out, I ſappole 1 now 
6 you will go to your dear TESUS'S Wound and: lee 
them opened for yon.“ 

Another of them took Mr, Hands of Nenſbury by 


>) 


the Throat, 0 ore he would Le the Death of him, gave 


him a great Swing round, and threw him upon the 
Ground. As ſoon as he aroſe: one Equal Bater gave 
him a Blow on the E re „ and knocked 5 down again, 
In about half an Hour the Mob came to his Ho: uſe, 
and broke all the . A8 „ except about twenty Panes 

The Kitchen Windows they clear'd, Lead, Pars and 

all, broke the Window-Poſts, and threw. them into the 
Houle. The Shop was ſhut up (he being an Apothe- 
cary:) But they quickly broke it open, broke all the 


Pots and Bottles in Pieces, and deſtroy'd all his Medi- 


cines. They broke alſo the Shelves and Drawers in the 
Shop to Pieces, and many of his Houſhold Goods, 

In the latter End of June, Johr Griffit ths of Werſeury, 
and Francis Ward went to Mr. D. Jaſtice of the Peace. 
They told him the Condition they. and their Neigh- 
bours were in, their Houſes broken, and their Goods 
polled. He replied, © I ſuppole you follow theſe 

* Parſons that come about. 1 will neither meddle no! 
C6 make. 

On January 13, 1743-4, the Mob roſe again at 


Darliſton, broke all the Windows of all who fe/loxved 


this II ay (except two or three WHO bought themſelves 
of) broke open ſeveral Houſes, and took what they 
liked. 


en 
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liked, the People belonging to them being fled for theit 
Lives, 

About the ſame time the Reverend Vir. E----- came 
to Darleſton; and meeting {ome Ae at Thomos For- 
fheaw' s, they drew up a W riting, aud Nicholas Vinſpur, 
the Crier of the Town, gave Public! Notice, That all 
the People of th e Society muſt come to Mr. Firſhew®s, 
and ſign it; or ao their Houſes would be pulled down 
immediately. It was to this Effet, © That they 
would never read, or ling, or pray together, or hear 
theſe Parſons any more.“ 

Several ſign 'd this thro? Fear. They made every one 
who did, ay down a Penny TO MAKE Treg Mog 
DRINK.” | 

10. About Cændlemas, the Wife of Foſbua Conſtable 
of Darleſton was going io WYerſbury, when a Mob met 
her in the Road, threw her down ſeveral Times, and 
abuſed her in a Manner too horrible to write. A War- 
rant was procured for ſome of theſe. But one of them 
only was carrie 4 before Mr. G— , Who came back 
and told his Companions, that the Jultice ſaid, That 
ney might go Home about their Buſineſs.'“ On this 

ne Mob role > again, came to Jahns Houſe, and de- 
froy'd all the neceſſary: Goods therein. They likewiſe 
broke and ſpoiled all his Shop Tools, threw the Tiles 
off of the Roof of the Houſe, and pulled down one 
Room, the ſoiſt of which they carried away with them. 
All his Guniocks they took away; my tore in Pieces 
all his Wife's Linnen, cut the Bed and Bedſtead, fo that 
it was good for no ching, and tore her Bible and Com- 
mon Prayer Book all to Pieces. She and her Huſband 
retired to another Houſe. But one telling the Mob 
they were there, they {wore ** they would tear it down 
immediately, it the Man let them ſtay any longer.“ 80 
they went out in the Froſt and Snow, not Knowing 
where to lay their Head. 

On Tueſday, Jan. 31, 1743-4, Henry Old came 
to Jeb G/iſſith's Houſe, faying, “ If he did not leave 
following this Way, he had a hundred Men at his Com- 
mand, who ſhould come and pull his Houle down.” 
Soon after he brought ſome with him; but the Neigh- 
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'bours gave him Money, and ſent him away for that 
Time. 

Mond. Feb. 6, between Seven and Eight at Night, 
came Part of the ſame Company. Hearing them afar 
off, Jahn and Wife faſtened the Door, and left the 
Houſe. Some of the Neighbours going in ſoon after, 
found them deſtroying all they could. 'T'wo Chairs 
and ſeveral Bundles of Linnen were laid upon the 
Fire. After they had deftroy'd what they cou'd, they 
loaded themſelves with Cloaths and Meat, and w nt 
their Way. 

The ſame Day publick Notice was given at Wal/a7, 
by a Paper xt up there, © That all who defigned to 
aſſiſt in breaking the Windows and plundering the 
Houſes of the Methotifts at Wenſbury, ſhould be ready 
at Ten o' Clock, tne next Morning, on the Ciourch- 
II. 97 

12. The next Morning, Feb. . {being Shrove-Tuef- 
day) about Half an Hour after T en, great Numbers 
of Men were gathered together on the Church - Hill, 
Thence they marched down, ſome arm'd with Swords, 
ſome with Clubs, and ſome with Axes. They firſt fell 
upon Berjamin M atſon's Houſe, and broke many of the 
Jiles, and all the Windows. Next they came to Mr. 
Addinbraok's, broke a fine Clock, with many of his 
Goods, and ſtole all the Things they could carry away. 

The next Houſe was Fare Smith's, whoſe Windows 
they broke, with what little Goods ſhe had. The next 
was Mr. Bird's, where they deſtroyed every Thing 
they found, except what they carried away; cutting 
the Beds in Pieces, as they did all the Beds which they 


could any where find. Thence they went to Mr. Zdve's 


Houſe: He was ill of a Fever; ſo, for a Sum of Mo- 
ney, they paſt it over. The next Honſe was Mr, 

lands. They broke all his Counter, Boxes and Drawers, 
and all (except ſome Bedſteads) that Axe or Hammer 
could breax. They ſpilt all his Drugs and Chymical 


Medicines, and ſtole every Thing they could carry, even 
all his and his Wite's Wearing e beſide what 
they had on, 


13, Mr, 


Jian 
Part 
anſy 
nod 

it Pe 
Tahn 


R r 2 1 TY _ 
- DA, Se en * a eats 3 e 
n * UT 


to Men of Reaſon and Religion. 97 


13. Mr. Eaton's Houſe was next. They broke all hi, 
Windows, and all his inſide Doors in Pieces, cut the 
Lead off his Houſe, deſtroyed or ſtole whatever they 
could lay their Hands on. Some Gentlemen offer'd to 
flop them, if he would fign a Paper implying, ** That 
he would never hear theſe  Parſ9n: more But he told 
them, © He had felt already what & wounded Con- 
ſcience was; and by the Grace of Cob he would wound 
his Conſcience no more.” 

After they had done at Mr. Palon'o, they plunder d 
ſeveral other Houles in MWenſßbury and Ii - Bramswvict. 
It is ſcarce poſſible to deſcribe the Outrages they com 
mitted. Only they left them they plunder'd alive. 

While they were plundering 7%. Turners Houle, he 
waded thro' the Brook, to try if he could ſave ſome ot 
his Goods, which one David Caringtor Vis Carrying 
away. Upon which Garington told him, It ould be 
the ſame here as it was in Irelard, for there would be 7 
Maſſacre very quickly. And he wiſh'd it was now.” 

14. About eleven o' Clock, Sarah, the Wife of Jap. 
SHeldor, being told, the Mob was coming to her Houſe, 
went and met them at the Gate. She aik'd Jon Ba- 
ker, their Captain, © What they were come for? He 
anſwer d, © If ſhe would have nothing more to do 
with thee People, not a Penny-worth of her Goods 
ſhould be hurt.“ She made no Reply. Then they 
broke the Door open, and began breaking and plunder- 
ing the Goods. One coming out with a Fire- ſhovel, 
ihe begg'd him, © not to take it away.“ He ſwore, 
by if ſhe ſpoke another Word, he would beat her Brain, 

dut.“ 

John Sheldon was this while helping Thomas Park; 
to hide his Goods, though he knew by the Noiſe they 
were breaking his own to Pieces. Between Tuo an 
Three he came to his Houſe with Hilla Sirch, N 
liam aſked Sarah, how the did? Saying, ** For his 
Part, he took joytully the ſpoiling of his Goods.“ She 
info/cand, that © ſeeing ſo much Wickednel(>, ſhe could 
not rejoice; but the blefled G O D ſhe could bear 
it patiently, and found not the Icait Anger in her,” 
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John Sheldon ſceing the Spoil they had made, (mile 
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and ſaid, Here is ſtrange W of. His Wife told 
him, © if ſhe had complied with their Terms, not one 


Penny-worth would have been hurt.“ He replied, 
„That if the had complied to deny the Truth, and 
he had found his Goods whole on that Account, he 
Mould never have been eaſy a S long a be lived; but 


he bleſed COD that ſhe bad rather choſen to lufler 
Wrong. : 

The Mob continued to riſe for ſix Days tog eth 
The Damage they did in and about Wenfoury, at the 
very loweſt Comput tation, amounted to gave hundred 
and four 1 „ ſeventcen Ge 195, 

114 Aud ſele October 19, 1743; came to Pirmcig 
ham, in my w ay to New: 555 CES ay, O(TZober 20 
ſcveral Perions from #7 ee Al ell en d me to 

cailt ere. J yieldec to their In -ortunity, and went 
J was TY and writing at ane Hafd's, m the Af 
ternoon; when the Cry arte, 5 Ly the Darlcfic 
Mob \ ad peſet the H aufe. I call'd together thoic 
that were 7 the Houſe, and prayed, that GOD would 
ſcatter the People that deli. "bf in II ar. And it Was {o : 


—_ { 


One went one Way, and one another; ſo that in half 


an Hour the Houle Was clear on every Side. But, be 
fore Five, they rererned with greater „ 
Cry of all was, * Bring out the - Miniſter | 


T- gclired one to brine the. Ca Prem of the Mob into 


the - Houlc. After a few Wor 4s interchal! coed, tl 


Lion was as a Lamb. ” then defired him to bring 


1 
[ 
\ 


Ole Or MO more of the mo! angry of B15 Company LES 
He did { 10 3 and, wn WO Minutes, ten NI WAS chang: 


27 x : | 4 » } Ty © 11 » 3 | 2 # * 11 * 
ed 100. 1 chen b. d them Fefe Lie NRNoom mal 
\V ? FRIES 1 4 \ \ 4 3 : Fa 91 15 p IN * * Lad 
Vay, that 1 mi. nt go out AMONG TRE COME: :: 435 10U1 


3 1 \ C E758 TW + 25 3 
a I was iu the Midſt 01 them, I ſaid, Here Tam 


4+ x1 7 177470 J 9-3 Eg DOES JA aur 3 . 
What do you want „. ich me! any cried out, 


We want: you tO 60 With, us to the Jultice. „„ 
them, 8 That L will With all my Heart.“ 80 1: wat; 
ed before, ard two or three ad of them ſfollowe | 
to Bentley - Hall, two "Mite from Hr l/oury. But a 


Lervant came out, and tolle 5 6 Julliee Lene. wi: 
ere they were at à Stand 
lic Pai ſe. 7 u/e, at N. elſe 

Abou! 
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About 8 eren we came to his Houſe: But he alſo ſent 
Word, “ That he was in Bed, and could not be ſpoken 
with.“ | 

85 the Compan, were now e pretty well agreed, 
make the beit of their W ay home: But we had not 
gone 100 Yards, When the Mob of Wailſal came pour— 
ing in like a Flood. Ihe Darleſtan Nob ſtood againſt 
them kor a While; but, in a ſhort Ti ime, ſome being 
knocked down, . and others much hurt, the reſt ran a- 
Wav, and LT me in their Hands; 

Fo att mpt to ſpoak-was vain, the Noiſe being my 
that of F a Cir y "by Storm: 80 they dragged m 
along tilk they came to the Town, at a ew. hündr 1 
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Mob; Who wore as to many ramping and roaring Lions. 


They Large me From thence, through the main Street, 
fron one End of the Town to the other, I continued 
ſpeaking all the Lime to thoſe within hearing, feeling 
no Pam or Wearineſs, 

At the Weit End of the Town, ſceing a Door halt 
made towards it, and would have gone in; but 
jan in the Shop would not ſu er m. 2, Aying, 
Would pull tac Houle down --# + <0. How- 
ever, here I ſtood and afked, Are you wii i g 10 hear 
me ſpeaxk? Many cry d out, No, Knock his 
Brains Gut.“ Others ſaid, Nay; dür we aw] hear 
him ſpeak firſt;'? I began aſking, 5 What Hurt have 
done you? Whom among you have | 19 in 
Word or Deed?'““ And continued ſpeaking till my V oice 
fail'd. Then the Floods lifted wp their Voice again; : 

many crying out, © Bring him away, bring him away!” 


Feeling, my Strength renewed, l ipoke again, and 
broke out aloud into Praver. And now, one. of the 


Men who had headed the Mob before, turned, and ſaid, 
Sir, follow me: Not a Man ſhall touch a Hair of 
your FHead.'” 'Fivo or three more confirm'd his Words. 
At the fame Time the Mayor (tor it was he that ſtood 
in the Shop) cried out, © For Shame, tor Shame; let 
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him go.“ An honeſt Butcher ſpoke to the ſame Effect; 
and Bide bis Words by laying hold of four or five, 
one after another, who were running on the moſt fierce- 
ly. The People then dividing to the Right and Left, 
thoſe three or four Men who had ſpoken before, took 
me between them, and carried me through the Midit ; 
bitterly proteſting, % They would knock down any 
that touched him. But on the Bridge the Mob rallied 
again: We therefore went on one Side, over a Mill- 
Dam, and thence thro the Meadows, till a little after 
Ten, GOD brought me ſaſe to ry, having loſt 
only a Part of my Waiſtcoat, and a little Skin from one 
of my Hands. | 

I believe every reaſonable Man will allow, Tliat no- 
thing can poſſibly excule theſe Proceedings: Seel ng they 
are open, bare- faced Violations both of Juſlice and 
Mercy, and of all Laws Divine and Human, 


III. I ſuppoſe no Proteſtant will undertake to de- 
fend uch Proceedings, even toward the vileſt Miſcrcants. 
Ear : abur.carce of P.xeaſes have been made, if not for 


offe/ing it thus, yet for derying this Work to be of 


G O D, and for not acl:r owle ging the Time of our 
Viſitation. 

Some alledge, That the Dectrines of theſe Men are 
Falſe, Errencous and” E nthufiaſlicks That they are new, 
and unkeard of till of late: That they are Quakeriſm, 
F anatic! {im, Popery. 

This whole Pretence has been already cut up by 
the Roots; it having been ſhewn at large, that every 
Branch of this Doctrine, is the plain Doctrine of Scrip- 
ture, interpreted by our own Church, Therefore it 
Kanno: be either Falſe or Errontcus, provided the Scrip- 
ture be True. Neither can it be Enthufiaſftich, unleſs 
the ſame Epithet belongs to our Articles, Homilies and 
Liturgy. Nor yet can theſe Doctrines be term'd New 
No newer, at leaſt, than the Reign of Queen Eliga- 
beth; not even with Regard to the Ney of Exprefion, 
or the Manner wherein they are propoſed. And as to the 
Subltance, they are more antient full; as antient not 
only as the Goſpel, as the Times of 1/aiah, or David, 

or 
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I 
or Moſes, but as the firſt Revelation of Gov to Man 
If therefore they were heard of till of late, in any 
that is term'd a Chriſtian Country, the greater Guilt 15 
on thoſe, who as Ambaſladors of Cunisr, ought t6 
publiſh them Day by Day. 

Fanaticiſm, if it means any Thang at all, means the 
ſame with Enthu/ra/m, or Religious Madnefs, from which. 
(as was obſerved before) the/c Doe #rines are diſtant as fas 
as the Eaſt from the Weſt. However, it is a corventent 
Word to be throw out, upon any Thing we do not 
like; becauſe ſcarce one Reader in a Thouſand, has any 
Idea of what it means. If any Part of this Doctrine 
is held by the Yuakers, there is the more Reaſon to re- 
joice. I would to God they held it all: Though the 
Doctrine itſelf, wou'd be neither better nor worſe for 
tllis. | 

Popery m the Month of many. Men means juſt no- 
thing; or at molt, * Something very horrid and! Da 5 
But Poetry, properly ſpeaking, is, The Diſiingui, 57505 
Do#rines of the Church of Rome. They are tammy d 
up in the Tevelve Articles which the Council of Trent 
added to the Nicene Creed. Now who can find tho 
[cal Connexion between any of the ie, and the Doctrine 
W ITO we are ipeaking ? 

Others alledge, « Their Doctrine is too ſtrict. 
They make the W ay to Heaven too narrow.“ And 
this is in Truth the Original Objection, (as it vvas al- 
moſt the only one for ſome Tim ie) and is ſecretly at 
the Bottom of a Thouſand more, Which appear in va 
rious Forms. But do they mae the Way to Heaver. 
any narrower, nan Our Lo Kb and his Apoll. es made 
it Is their Doctrine firiSter than that of the Bible? 
Conſider only a few plain Texts. Thu ſhalt love the 
LORD th GOD with all thy Heart, aul with all thy 
Mind, and ON all thy Soul, and <vith all thy Strength. 
Fer every idle Word <ubich Men ball freak, they: 
fall give on Account in the Day of Fudgment,— be 

7 


ther Je en. or dein Pb 07 7 atewer Te an, do a to the 
Glory of GOD; It their Doctrine is Hicter than this, 
they are to blame. Put you know in your Conſcience, 
it is not. And zho can be one Jot leis ſtrict, without 
| Ie 3 cer 
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corrupting the Word of GOD? Can any Steward of the 
Myſteries of Gop be found faithful, if he change any 
Fart of that ſacred Depoſitum? No. He can abate 
nothing, he can ſoften nothing. He A conſtrained to 
declare to all Men, I may not bring down the Scrip- 
ture to your Taſte. You mult come up to it, or periſh 
for ever.” | 

3. This is the real Ground of that other popular 
Cry, concerning“ the Uncharitableneſs of theſe Men.” 
Uncharitable are they? In what Reſpect? Do they not 
feed the Hungry and clothe the Naked? No, that is 
not the Thing. They are not wanting in this. But 
they are ſo Uncharitable in judging ! They think none 
can be ſaved, but thoſe of their own Way. They 
damn all the World beſide themſelves. 

What do you mean? © They think none can be ſa- 
ved, but thoſe of their own Way.”* Moſt ſurely they 
do. For as there is but Ore Heawer, ſo there is but 
One May to it: Even the Way of Faith in CHRIST, 
(for we ſpeak not of Ofinious, or outward Modes of 
Morſgip) the Way of Love to Gop and Man, the High- 
evay of Holineſs. And is it uncharitable, to think or 
lay, That none can be ſaved, but thoſe who walk in 
this Way? Was he then uncharitable, who declared, 
He that believeth not all be damned? Or he that ſaid, 
Follow Holineſs, <vithout which ns Man ſhall ſee the 
LORD? And again: Tho' I beftoxv all my Goods to 
Feed the Poor, and tho I give my Body to be burned, yet 
A T have not ( ay ani) Charity, Love, all this profiteth 
me e ; 

*5 But —_—_ damn all, you ſay, beſide themſelves,” 
Damn all! What kind of Word is this? They darm 
0 Man. None is able to damn any Man, but the 

onp and Judge of all. What you probably mean by 


iat ſtrange Expreſſion is, They declare that Gop con- 


4emns all, beſide thoſe who believe in Jesus CnRIST, 
and, love him and k keep tis Commandments. And fo 
Nult yon alſo, or you ſin againſt Gop, and your Neigh- 
your and your own Soul. But is there any Uachariteble- 
2% in this? In warning Sinners to flee from the Wrath 
© come? On the contrary, not to warn à poor, blind, 

| Kupid 


— fond foe 


. hy 2 ON nes: as 


v 
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ſtupid Wretch, that he is hanging over the Mouth of 
Hell, would be ſo inexcuſable a Want of Charity, as 
would bring his Blood upon our own Head. 


4. But there is no Room for Diſpute, touching theſe 
Do#rines in general, ſeeing our Lox D gives you fo 
plain a Rule, by which you may eaſily and infallibly 
know, whether they be of Gop. The Tree is known 
by its Fruit : Either therefore make the Tree good, and 
:ts Fruit 18 2 elſe, make the Tree corrupt, and its 
Fruit corrupt. (Matt. x11. 33.) Now what Fruit does 
the Tree before us bring forth ? Look and ſee ; believe 
your own Eyes and Ears. Sinners leave their Sins. 
The Servants of the Devil become the Servants of Gop. 
Is this good or evil Fruit? That Vice loſes Ground, 
and Firtae, practical Religion, gains? O diſpute no 
more. Know the Tree by its Fruit. Bow and own 
the Finger of Gop. 

But many, who own theſe Doctrines to be of Gon, 
yet cannot be reconciled to the {:/ruments He hath 
made Uſe of. A very common Exception taken a- 
gainſt theſe is (and was from the Beginning)“ That 
they are fo young.” Therefore (abundance of Men 
have readily inferr'd) * This Work cannot be of 
e 

Perhaps they are not ſo young as you conceive. Mr, 
hitefield is now upwards. of Thirty; my Brother is 
Thirty-ſeven Years of Age. I have lived above Forty- 
two Years. And a Gentleman in Cornwall, for whom 
[ often preach, has the Merit of having lived Three- 
ſcore and Seventeen Years. 

But, ſuppoſing the Antecedent true, what a Conſe- 
quence is this? What Shadow of Scripture have you 
o ſapport it? Doth not Gop /end by whom he will 
/ernd? And who ſhall ſay to Him, What 4 . thou £ 
'* Theſe are too young; fend elder Men.“ What 
Shadow of Reaſon ? Is it not poſſible, that a Perſon of 
LY or Forty may have as true a Judgement in the 

Things of Gov, and as great a Bleſſing attending his 
Preac! ning, as one of Fifty or Fourſcore ? 


L with. 
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I with you would explain yourſolf a little on this 
Head : 


Scire velim, verbo pretium quotus arroget annus ? 


How old do you require a Man to be, before Gor 
ſhall have Leave to ſpeak by his Mouth? O my 
Brethren, who could have believed any ſerious Man 
would once have nam'd ſuch an Argument as this? Sce- 
ing both Scripture and Reaſon teach, that Gop herem 

we Account to none of his Nas. But He worketh by 
Whomſoever He wi// work; He ſheweth Mercy by 
whom He ac thew Mercy. 

6. But there are only a Few young Heads.“ I 
cannot but obſerve here, what great Pains have been 
taken, what Diligence N to make and to keep 
them Feav, What Arts have not been uſed, to keep 
back thoſe, of the Clergy in particular, who have been 
clearly convinced from Jime to 1 ime, that they ought 
to join Hearts and Hands in the Work? On this Oc- 
caſion, it has been accounted meritorious to /ay al7 man: 
ner of Ewil of us falſely: To promiſe them whatever 
their Hearts defired, if they would refrain from theſe 
Men: And, on the ether Hand, to threaten them with 
heavy Things, if ever they went among them more, 
So that how fully ſoever they Were couvinced, they 
could not act according to their Conviction, unleſs they 
could give up at once all Thought of Preferment, eit her 
in Church or State; nay, all Hope of even a Fellonuſhi p, 
or poor Schelarſhip, in either Univerſity. Many. allo 
have been threaten'd, that if they went on in this Way, 
what little they had ſhould be taken from them. And 
many have, on this very Account, been difown'd by their 
deareſt Friends and neareſt Relations. So that there 
was no Poſſibility the Number of theſe Labourers ſhould 


ever be increas'd at all, unleſs by thoſe who. could 


break through all. theſe "Fies, who defired nothing in 
the preſent World, who counted neither their Fortunes, 
nor Friends, nor Lives dear unto. themlelves, ſo they 
might only keep a Conſcience void of Offence toward 
(70D and toward Men. 

But what do you infer from their Ferne? That 


becauſe they are Few, therefore G OD cannot ork 


| by 


» . M K wo. 2 
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By them? Upon what Scripture do you ground this? 
I thought it was the ſame to Him, to ſave by many or 
by fra. Upon what Reaſon ? Why cannot Gov ſave 
Ten thouſand Souls by One Man, as well as by Ten 
thouſand ? How little, how inconſtderable a Circum- 
ſtance is Number before Gop ? Nay, is there not Rea- 
ſon to believe, that whenſoever Gop is pleas'd to 
work a great Deliverance, fpiritual or temporal, he 
may firſt ſay, as of old, The People are too many for 
me to give the Midianites zuto their Hands? May he 
not purpoſely chuſe Fexw as well as Inconſiderable In- 
ſtruments, for the greater Manifeſtation of his own 
Glory? Very /exv, 1 grant, are the Inſtruments now 
employ >: xl great W ork is wrought already. And 
the fewer t they are by whom this large Harveſt hath 
hitherto been gathered i in, the more evident mult it ap- 


pear to unprejudiced Minds, That the Work is not of = 
2 but of GoD. =' 
„ b 

* But they are not only Few, but Ur/z2rnel alſo. 


Thi: is another grievous Ofence; and is 5 Slane 
eſtecm'd a ſufficient Excise, for not acxnowledging the 
Work to be of 60. 

The Ground of this Offence is partly true. Some 
of thoſe who now preaci_ are wrlcarned. They neither 1. 
underſtand the antient Languages, nor any of the 4 
Branches of Philoſophy. And yet this Objection might 
have been ſpared. by many of thoſe who have fre- 
quently made it: Becauſe they are Unlearned too (tho! 
accounted otherwiſe.) They have not themſelves the 
very thing they require in others. 

Men in general are under a grcat Miſtake with Re- 

gard to what is called © The Learned World.“ They 
do not know, they cannot eaſily imagine, how little 
Learning there is among them. I do not ſpeak of Ab- 
{fruſe Learning : but of what all Divines, at leaſt of any 
Note, are ſuppoſed to have, viz. The Knowledge of 
the Tongues, at leaſt Latin, Grech and Hebrew, and of 


the common Arts and Sciences. 
| How few Men of Learning, ſo called, underſtand 
HH ZHebrew? TS en ſo far as to read a plain Chapter in 


| Gere/rs ? Nay, how few underſtand Greet? Make = 
FE ea; 
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eaſy Experiment. Defire | that grave Man, who is 
urging this Objection, only to tell vou the Engel of 
the fr Paragraph that occurs in one of Plato's Dia- 
loguz: Lam afraid we may 0 f:rthier ill. Io 
few andertand Love? Give one of them au Ehifile © 
Tuliy. and fee how read}; he Will explain it, withou 
h1s Dictionary. Ir he can hobble tire” that, *tis-.odds 
but a Gcorgicl in Lig, or a Satie ot Perfius ſets hint 
falk. 
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t will caſily be obſerved, that 1 do not depreciate 


. of any Kind. T 1e know!e C22 of the Lan- 
SL 16-1 valuable 4 alent; 10 15 e Knowledge (Oh! 


the Arts and Sciences; Both the - oe and the other 
may be employ” d to the Glory of G © D, and the 


Good of Men. But yet 1 alk; Where hath GOD de- 
clared in his Word, that he caumet, Ol euill not make 


Uſe of Men that have it not? Has Moſes, or any of 
the. Prophets pany d this? Or our Lord? Or any of 


his Apoll Hes? You are ſenſible all theſe are againk 

you. You 3 the Apoſtles them ſelves, all except 

St. Paul, were de ay 711.2479 14 rd: com- 

mon, unphiloſophical, unletter d Men. 

5 What! then you make vourſelves ie the 

Abpeſtles.“ Becauſe this filly Obje&ion has ſo. es 
een 
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been urged, I will for once ſpend a few Words upon it, 
tho' it does not deſerve that Flonour. Why, mult not 


— 


every Man, whether Clergyman or Lay man, be in 
ſome Reipects lihe the Apoſtles „or go to Dn! Can any 


Man be laved. if he be not.holy, Lie 1/6 Apo, Ales? A 


Follower of them, as they were f Enslisr 7 And ouglit 
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no more Foreſight of this than you. Nay, we had the 
deepeſt Prejudices againſt it: Until we could not but 
own, that GOD gave Wiſdom from above to theſe 
unlearned and ignorant Men; ſo that the Work of the 
Lokp proſper'd in their Hand, and Sinners were daily 
converted to GOD. 

Indeed in the one Thing which they profeſs to know, 
they are not ignorant Men. I truſt there is not one of 
them who is not able to go thro' ſuch an Examination, 
in ſubſtantial, practical, experimental Divinity, as fey 
of our Candidates for holy Orders, even in the Univer- 
fity (I ſpeak it with Sorrow and Shame, and in tender 
Love) are able to do. But Oh! what Manner of Exa- 


_ mination, do moſt of thoſe Candidates go through? And 


what Proof are the Te/timonials commonly brought a: 
ſolemn as the Form is wherein they run) either of their 
Piety or Knowledge, to whom are intruſted thoſe Sheep, 
8 7 GOD hath purchaſed with his own Blood ! 

But they are Laymen. You ſeem to be ſen— 
üble yourſelf, of the Strength of this Objection. For 
as many as you have anſwered, I obſerve you have ne- 
ver once ſo much as touched on this.“ 

I have not. Yet it was not Diſtruſt of my Cauſe, 
but Tenderneſs to you which occaſioned my Silence. 
1 had ſomething to advance on this Head allo : But J 
was afraid you could not bear it. I was conſcious to 
myſelf, that ſome Years ſince, to 'touch this Point, was 
to touch the Apple of my Fye. And this makes me 
almoſt unwilling to ſpeak now ; left I ſhould Het the 
Prejudices I cannot remove. 

Suffer, me however, juſt to intimate to you ſome 
Things, which I would leave to your farther Conſide- 
ration. The Scribes of old, who were the ordinary 
Preachers among the Fewws, were not Prieſts; they 
were no better than Laymen. Vea, many of them were 
incapable of the Prieſthood, being of the Tribe of 
Simeon, not of Levi. 

Hence probably it was, that the Js themſelves 
never urged it as an Objection to our Lord's Preaching 
(even thoſe who did not acknowledge or believe, that 
he was ſent of GOD in an extraordinary Character) 

that 
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that he was no Prieſt after the Order of Aaron. Nor 
indeed could be; ſeeing he was of the Tribe of Ju- 
anh. | 
Nor does it appear, that any objected this to the A- 
poſtles. So far from it, that at Antioch in Piſidia, we 


find the Rulers of the Synagogue ſending unto Paul and 


Barnabas, Strangers juſt come into the City, /aying, 
Men and Brethren, if ye have any Word of Exhortation 
for the People, ſay on, Acts xm. 15. 

If we conſider theſe Things, we ſhall be the leſs ſur- 
prized at what occurs in the 8th Chapter of the Ac; - 
At that Time there was a great Perſecution againſt the 
Church, and they were all ſcattered abroad: (1. e. all the 
Church, all the Believers in Jesus) throuphout the Re- 
trons of Judza and Samaria, (v. 1.) Therefore they that 
avere ſcattered abroad, went every where preaching the 
Word, (v. 4.) Now, what Shadow of Reaſon have 
we to ſay, or think, that all theſe were ordained betore 
they P. eachea? 

12. If we come to later Times; Was Mr. Calvin 
ordain'd? Was he either Prieſt or Deacon? And were 
not molt of thoſe whom it pleaſed GOD to employ in 
promoting the Reformaticn 3 La men alſo? Could 
that great W ork have been promoted at all in many 
Vlaces, if Laymen had not preached? And vet hon 
ſeldom do the very Papi: urge this, as an Ohjectiot: 


284 inft the Re ormatton © Nay, 28 rigorous 5 the V Are 
in Things of this Kind, they 85 mielves appoint, even 


in ſome of their ſtricteſt Ord. , that: it any” Lays 
brother believes himſelf called of Gov. to freach-a 
Mi ſionary, the Superior ot the Ord-r, being 1 
thereof, ſhall immediately ſend him away.“ 

In all Proteſtmt Churches it is ill more evident, that 
Ir dination is not held a neceſſary Preregui/ite o Preach: 
ing: For in Sweden, in Germany, in II Il 1d, and; I be- 
lieve, in every-reformed Church in Eurcęe, it is not only 
vermitief but required, that before NT one 15 ordained, 

before he is admitted even into Doacor's Orders, where 
ever the Diſtinction between I 'riet:s and Deacons 1s re- 
tain'd) he ſhould pubtickly preach a Year or more, ad 
7robandam facult tem, And for this Practice, they he- 
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lieve they have the Authority of an expreſs Command 
of GOD: Let theſe firſt be proved: Then let them uſe 
the Offiie of a Deacon, being found lameleſs, 1 Tim. 
13. 10, 

13. © In England, however, there is nothing of this 
Kind; no Layman permitted to ſpeak in publick, *' 
No! Can you be ignorant, that in an hundred Churches, 
they do it continually ? In how many (particularly in 
the Me of England) does the Parißb- Clerk read one of 
the Leſſons? (In ſome he reads the whole Service of 
the Church, perhaps, every Lord's Day) And do not 
other Laymen conſtantly do the ſame Thing, yca, in Our 
very Cathedrals? Which being under the more imme- 
diate Inſpection of the B;ops, ſhould be Patterns to all 

other Churches. 

Perhaps it will be ſaid, © But this is not Preaching”? 
Ves, but it is, eſſentially ſuch. For what is it to preach, 
but prædicare Verbum Dei? To publiſh the Worn ot 
GOD? And this Laymen do all over Zngland; parti- 
cularly under the Eye of every Biſhop in the Nation. 

Nay, is it not done in the Univerſities themſelves ? 
Who ordain'd that Singing-man at Chri/t-Church? Who 
is likewiſe utterly unqualified for the Work, murdering 
every Leſſon he reads? Not even endeavouring to read 
it as the WorD of Gop, but rather as an old Song ? 
Such a Layman as this, meddling at all with the Word of 
Gos, I grant is a Scandal to the Egli? Nation, 

To go a Step farther.—— Do not the Fundamenta! 
Conſtitutions of the Uz niert of Oxford, the Statutes, 
even as reviſed by Arebbiffiop Lauda, require every 

Batchelor if Arts, Nine in Ten of w . are Laymen, 
to read Three Pablicꝶ Lectures in Moral Philotophy, on 
hate ver Subject he chuſes? My Subject, I well re 
member, was, The Love of GOD. Now, what was 
this but P, waching © | 


Nay, may not a Man be a D:&@or of Dicruity even: 


in Oxford tho* he never was orduin'd at all? [he In- 
it ance of Dr. 4tvell, late) Rector of Exeter College, 


ireſh in every one's Memory. 


Uheſe ate a few of the Conſiderations that may rea- 


V 
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dily occur to any thinking Man on this Head. Put 1 


did not reſt the Cauſe on theſe. I believe it may be de 
fended a ſhorter Way. 


It pleas'd Gop by two or three Miniſters of the 


Church of England, to call many Sinners to Rep entance 
Who, in ſeveral Parts, were undeniably turn'd fro: 
Courſe of Sin, to a Courſe of Holineſs. 

The Miniſters of the Places where this was done. 
ougnt to have received thoſe Minifters with open Arms? 
And to have taken them who gon juſt begun to terve 
0b, into their peculiar Care; vatching over. them in 
tender Loe, leit they ſhould fall back into the Snare 
t the Devil. 

Inſtead of this, the gicater Part poke of thoſe Mini. 
ſters, as if the Devit not GOD? nad ſent them. Some 

repelled them from the Loap's Table; Others ſtirred 


ap the People againſt them, repreſenting them even in 


their Public Diſcourſes, as Fellogos not ſit to lide Pa- 
wats, Heretichs, Traitors ; Conſpirators inf their A: 
20 Country. 

And how did they w arch over the Sinners lately re- 
formed? Even as a Leopard watcheth over his Prey. 
They drove ſome of them alſo from the Lorp's Table; 
10 which till zo«v they had no Defire to approach. I hey 
preached all Manner of Evil concerning them, open! 
curſing them in the Name of the Lob. T hey act 
many out of their Work; perſuaded others to do ſo too, 
and harraſſed them all Manner of Ways. 

The Event was, That ſome were wearied out, and 
ſo turned back to their Vomit again. And then theſe 
good Paſtors gioried.. over them, and endeavour'd to 
ſnake others by their Example. 


15. When the Miniſters by whom Gop had helped 
them before, came again to thoſe Places, g 
their Work was to begin again; if it could be begu 
again: But the Relapſers were often ſo harden'd in Sin, 
that no Impreſſion could be made upon them. 

What could they do in a Caſe of fo extreme Neceſſi- 
ty? Where ſo many Souls lay at Stake? 

No Clergyman would aflift at all, The Expedient 
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that remained was, To find ſome one among themſelves, 

ho was upright of Heart, and of found Judgment! in 
the Things of Gop: And to deſire him to mect the telt 
as Often as he could, in order to confirm them, as he 
was able, in the Ways of Gob, either by Reading to 
them, or by Prayer, or by Exhortation. 

Gov immediately gave a Blefling hereto. In feve 
rai Places, by Means of theſe pl ain Men, not on ty 
tioie Who had already begun to run well, were hinder'd 
trom drawing back to Perdition ; but other Sinners alto, 

rom Time to Time, were converted from the Error 05 

tier Ways. 

his Plain Account of the whole Proceeding, I take 
to be the beſt Defence of it. I know no Scripture 1 BRED 
forbids making Uſe of {ach Help, in a Caſe of ſuch 
Neceſſity. An d I praiſe Gop who has given even ths 
Help to thoſe poor Sheep, when their own. Shepherd 
pitied tham net. 

But docs not the Scripture ſay, No Man taketh 
this Honour 70 8 but he that is called of GOD, 4. 
evas Aaron? Nor do theſe. The Honeur here men- 
tioned is the Prieſthood. But they no more take upon 
them to be Prieſts than to be Kings. They take not 
upon them to adminiſter the Sacraments, an Honour 
peculiar to the Prieſts of Gop. Only according to their 
Power, they exhort their Brethren, to continue in the 
Grace of Gov. 

© But for theſe Laymen to exhort at all, is a Viola- 
tion of all Order.“ ; 

What is this Order of which you ſpeak ? Will it ſerve 
inſtead of the Knowledge and Love of GOD? Will 
this Order reſcue thoſe fre om the Snare of the Devil, who 
are now taken Captive A hig Will? Will it keep them 
who are eſcaped a little Way, from turning back into 
Egypt? If not, how ſhould I anſwer it to 2 if ra- 
ther than violate I know not what Order, 1 ſhould 
ſacrifice Thouſands of Souls thereto? I dare not do it. 
It is at the Peril of my own Soul. 

Indeed if by Order were meant, True, Chriftion Di 
cipline, whereby all the Living Members of CARIST are 
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nit together in one, and all that are putrid and dend, 
immediately cut off from the Body: This Order I reve. 
rence; for it is of Gop. But where is it to be found? 
in what Dioceſe? In what Town or Pariſh, within 
England or Halis? Are you Rector of a Pariſh ? Then 
let us go no further. Does this Order obtain there? 
Nothing leſs. Your Pariſhioners are a Rope of Sand. 
As few (if any) of them are alive toGod; ſo they have 
no Connexion With each other, unleis ſuch as might be 
among Turks or Heathens. Neither have you any Power 
to cut off from that Body, were it alive, the dead and: 
putrid Members. Perhaps you have no Deſire: : Bat all 
are jumbled together, without any Care or Concern of 
yours. 

It is plain then, that what Order is to be found is not 
among you, who ſo loudly contend for it, but among, 
that very People whom you continually blame, for their 
Fiolation and Contempt of it. The little Flock you 
condemn is united tog 3 in One Body, by One Spirit: 
So that if oe Mombs ſuffers, ali the Members ſuffer 
zvith it, if one be „ all rejoice with it. Nor 
does any dead Member long remain; but as ſoon as the- 
Hope of recovering it 1s paſt, it is cut off. 

Now ſuppoſe we were willing to relinguith out 
Charge, and to ab up: this Flock into Jour Hands, 
wou'd yu obſerve the ſame Order, as we do now, with 
them and the other Souls under your Care? You dire 
not: Becauſe you have Reſpect of Perſons. You tear 
the Faces of Men. - You cannot; becauſe you have not 
o Dq the World: You are not above the Deſire of 
Earthly Things. And it is :mpoſible you ſhould ever 
have = True OFFE 2, OF: EXE! rClie any (Cy: i/t inn Diſci- 
pline, t | you are .whoily cri dd to the World, till you 
genre not EE more but Goh. 

Conſider tius Matter, .I intreat you, a little farther. 
Here are Seven Thouſand Perſons {perhaps fomewhat 
more) of whom I take Care, watching over their Souls, 
as he that muſt give Account. In order hereto it lies 
upon me {ſo I judge) at the Peril of my 6wn Salvation, 
to know not only their Names, but tier Outward an d. 
Inward States, their Difficulties and Dangers. Other. 
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wiſe how can I know, either how to guide them aright, 
or to commend them to GOD in Prayer? Now if 1 
am willing to make theſe over to yor, will yen watch 
over them in the ſame Manner? Will you take the 
ſame Care (or as much more as you pleaſe) of each Soul 
as I have hitherto done? Not ſuch Curam Animarum as 
you have taken theſe Ten Years in your own Pariſh, 
Poor empty Name! Has not your Pari been in Fact, 
as much 2 Sine-cure to you as your Prebend? Oh what 
Account have oz to give, to the great Shepherd and 
Biſhop of Souls ! | | 

18. There is one more Excuſe for denying this 
Work of GOD, taken from the Inftruments employed 


therein: That is, That they are wicked Men. 
And a thouſand Stories have been handed about to 


prove it. 

But you may obſerve, their Nichedneſa was not heard 
of, till after they avent about doing good. Their Repu- 
tation for Honeſty was till then unblemiſh'd. But it was 
impoſſible it thould continue ſo, when they were pub- 
Iickly employed in teflifying of the World, that its Deeds 
tere egi. It could not be but the Scriptures ſhould 
be fulfilled. The Servant is not above his Mafter. I, 
they have called the Maſter of the Houſe Beelzebub, how 
much more them of his Houſhold? | 

Yet 1 cannot but remind conſiderate Men, in how 
remarkable a Manner the Wiſdom of GOD has for 
many Years guarded againſt this Pretence, with Reſpect 
o my Brother and me in particular, Scarce any two 
Men in Great Britain, of our Rank, have been ſo held 
out, as it were, to all the World; eſpecially of thoſe 
who from their Childhood had always loved and ftu- 


diouſly ſought Retirement. And I had procured what 


I ſought, I was quite ſafe, as I ſuppoſed, in a little 
Country Town, when I was required to return to Ox- 


Ford, without Delay, to take the Charge of ſome young 


Gentlemen, by Dr. Morley, the only Man then in Eu- 
gland to whom I could deny nothing. From that 
Jime both my Brother and 1 (utterly againſt our 
Will) came to be more and more obſerved and known, 
ull we were more ſpoken of, than, perhaps, Two 10 
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inconſiderable Perſons ever were before in the Nation. 
To make us more publick ſtill, as haz Madmen at 
leaſt, by a ſtrange Concurrence of Providences, over- 
turning all our preceeding Reſolutions, we were hur- 
ried away to America. However, at our Return from 
thence, we were reſolved to retire out of the World at 
once; being ſated with Notte, Hurry and Fatigue, and 
ſeeking nothing but to be at Reſt. Indeed for a long 
Seaſon, the greateſt Pleaſure 1 had deſired, on this Side 
Eternity was 


Tacitum Sylvas inter reptare ſalubres, 
Quœreutem quicguid dignum ſapiente bonogque. 


And we had attain'd our Deſire. We wanted nothing. 
Wee look'd for nothing more in this World, when we 
were dragg'd out again, by earneſt Importunity, to 
preach at one Place "and another, and another, and ſo 
carried on, we knew not how, without any Deſign, but 
the general one, of ſaving Souls, into a Situation, which 
had it been named to us at firſt, would have appeared 
far worſe than Death. 

19. What a ſurpriſing Apparatus of Providence was 
here! And what ſtronger Demonſtrations could have 
been given, of Men's acting from a Zeal for God, 
whether it were according to Knowledge or no? What 
Perſons could, in the Nature of Things, have been (an- 
tecedently) leſs liable to Exception, with Regard to their 
Moral Character, at leaſt, than thoſe the All wiſe Gop 
bath now employ'd? Indeed I cannot deviſe what 
manner of Men could have been more uncxceptionable 
on all Accounts. Had Gop indued us with greater 
natural or acquired Abilities, that very thing might 
have been turned into an Objection. Had we been 
remarkably defe&ive, it would have been Matter of 
Objection, on the other hand. Had we been Dihen- 
ters of any Kind, or even Low-Church Men, (ſo call'd) 
it would have been a great Stumbling- block in the Way 
of thoſe who are zealous for the Church. And yet had 
we continued in the Impetuoſity of our High Church 
Zeal, neither ſhould we have been willing to 3 
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with Diſſenters, nor they to receive any Good at ou: 
Hands. Some Objections were kept out of the Way, 
by our known Contempt of Money and Preferment : 
And others, by that rigorous Strictneſs of Life, which 
we exacted, not of others, but ourſelves only. Inſo- 
much, that twelve or fourteen Years ago, the Cenſure 


of one who had narrowly obſerv'd us, me, in parti“ 


cular) went no farther than this ; 


«© Does beyond this Strength perſiſt to go, 
To his frail Carcafe literally F oe ? 

« Careleſs of Health, as if in Haſte to die, 

* And laviſh Time t' inſure Eternity!“ 


So that upon the Whole, I ſee not what GOD could 


have done more in this Reſpect which he hath not 


done: Or what [/{ruments he could have employed in 


ſuch a Work, who would have been leſs liable to Ex- 


ception. 

20. Neither can I conceive how it was poſſible to 
do that Work, the doing of Which, we are ſtill under 
the ſtrongeit Conviction, is bound upon us at the Pe. 
ril of our own Souls, in a leſs exceptionable Manner, 
We have, by the Grace of G0 D, behaved not only 


with Meekpeſs, but with all Tenderneſs toward all. 


Men; with all the Tenderneſs which we conceived it 

Was pofſible to uſe, without betraying their Souls. And 
from the very firſt, it has been our ſpecial Care, to 
deal tenderly with our Brethren of the Clergy, We 
have not willingly provoked them at any Time; nei- 
ther any Angle Clergyman. We have. not /ought Oc- 
caſion to publiſh their Faults; we have not 2% a 
thouſand Occaſions that offered. When we were con- 
ſtrained to ipeak ſomething, we ſpake as little as we 


heliev'd we could, without offending GOD: And that 


little, tho' in plain and ft rong W ords, yet as mildly: 


and hwingly as we were able. And in the ſame Courſe 
we have ſteadily perſevered (as well as in earneſtly 
ad viſing others to tread in our Steps) even tho“ we 
ſaw, that with regard to Them, by all this we pro- 


ed nothing; tho' we knew we were ſtill continually: 
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repreſented as zmplacable Enemics to the Clergy, as Rai- 
ters againſt them, as Slanderers of them, as ſeeking all 
Opportunities to blacken and aſperſe them. When a 
Clergyman himſelf has vehemently accuſed me of do- 
ing this, I bleſs GOD he could not A me to do it. 
1 Pl | rept my Mouth as i avere with a Bridle, and com- 
mitted my Cauſe to a higher Hand. 
21. The Truth is, you impute that Hatred to xs, 
which is in your zen Breaſt. (1 ſpeak not this of all 
the S ; GOD ſorbid! Bur let it fall on whom it 
concerns.) on, it is certain, have ſhewn the utmott 
Hatred to 4s, and in every po offible „Way : Unleſs you 
were actually to beat us {of which allo we are not | 
without Precedent) or to ſhoot us thro the Head. And 1 
F if you could prevail upon others to do this, I ſuppoſe 
j you would think you did GOD Service. I do not 
? [peak without Ground. I have heard with my own 
Ears ſuch Sermons (in hee huge aa particularly) that I 1 
4 ſhould not have wonder'd, if as ſoon as we cane out of £ : 
3 the Church, the People had tioned me with Stones. = 
| And it was a natural Conſequence of what that poor 14 
ö Miniſter had lately heard, at ti e Biſhop's Viſitation : As 14 

it was one great Cauſe of the miſer: able Riots and Out- | 
rages Which ſoon follo wes 

It is this, my Brethren, it is your own Preaching, 
and not owrs, Which ys hs People againſt you. The 
very {ame Perſons, who are diverted with thoſe Sermons, 
cannot but ape’ you for them in their Hearts: Even 
| thoſe who on your Authority believe moſt of the Aſ- 
3 ſertions which you advance. What then muſt they 

think of you, who know the greateit Part of what you 

aflert to be atterly falſe > They may pity and pray for 
you ; but they can efcem you no other, than Falle Wit- 
neſſes againſt GOD and your Brethren. 

22. © But what Need is there (ſay even ſome of a 
milder Spirit) of this Preaching in Fields and Streets? 
Are there not Churches enough to preach in?“ No, 
my Friend, there are not; not for us to preach in. 
You forget We are not ſuffered to preach there; 

; elle wie ſhould prefer them to any Places whatever. 
1 N ell, there are Miniſters enough without 32. Mi- 
| niſters. 
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niſters enough, and Churches exough; for what? To 
reclaim all the Sinners within the four Seas ? It there 
were, they would all be reclaimed. But they are not 
reclaimed. Therefore it is evident, there are not 


Churches encugh. And one plain Reaſon why, not- 


withſtanding all theſe Churches, they are no nearer 
being reclaimed is this: They never come into a 
Church; perhaps not once in a 'I'welvemonth, perh.ips 
not for many Years together. Will you lay as J have 
known ſome render boarted Chriſtians) * Then it is 
« ther own Fault; let them die and be damn d. I 
grant it is their ora Fault. And ſo it was zuy Fault 
and yours, When ve went aſtray, like Sheep that were 


loſt. Vet the Shepherd of Souls ſought after , and 
went after us into the Wilderneſs. And oughteſt not 


thou to have Compaſſion on thy Fellow-ſervants, as be Ta 
Pity on thee? Ought not we allo to /eet, as far as in us 
lies, and to ſave that which is loſt? 

Behold the amaz ing Love of GOD to the Outcaſts 


of Men! His tender Condeſcenſion to their Folly !. 


They would regard nothing done in the uſual N ay. 
All this was loſt upon them. The ordizary Preaching 
of the Word of G OD, they would not even deign 
to hear. So the Devil made ſure of theſe careleſs 
ones. For who ſhould pluck them out of his Hand ? 
Then GOD was moved to Jealouſy, and went out oF 
the uſual Way to fave the Souls which he had made. 
Then over and above what was ordinarily ſpoken in his 
Name, in all the Houſes of GOD in the Land, 
he commanded a Voice to cry in the Wilderneſs, Pre- 
pare ze the Way of the Lord. The Time is fulfilled. The 
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. Repent ye and belicwe 
the Goſpel. 

23. Conſider coolly, ir it was not highly expedient, 
that ſomething of this kind ſhould be? How expedient, 
were it only on the account of thoſe poor Sinners againſt 
their own Souls, who (to all human Appearance) were 
utterly inacceſſible every other Way ? Aud what Num- 
bers of theſe are ſtill to be found, even in or near our 
molt populous Cities ? What Multitudes of them were 
ſome Years fince, both in Ng, 41527, and the Ae 
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about Rcaucaſtle? Who, Week after Week, ſpent the 
LORD's Day, either in the Ale-houſe, or in idle Di- 
verſions, and never troubled themſelves about going to 
Church, or to any publick Worſhip at all? Now, 
would you really have deſired that theſe poor Wretches 
ſhould have ſinned on, till they dropt into Hell? Sure- 
ly you would not. But by what other Means was it 
poſſible they ſhould have been pluck'd out of the Fire? 
Had the Miniſter of the Pariſh preach'd like an Angel, 
it had profited them nothing; for they heard him not. 
But when one came and ſaid, © Yonder is a Man 
preaching on the Top of the Mountain, they ran in 
Droves to hear what he would fay. And Gov ſpoke 
to their Hearts. It is hard to conceive any thing elſe 
which could have reach'd them. Had it not been for 
Field-preaching, the Uncommonneſs of which was the 
very Circumtiance that recommended it, they mult have 


run on in the Error of their Way, HY peri! {h'd in their 
Blood. 
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this Rind, ever ſo expe- tient, or even necefſars, yet who 
will conteſt with us for is Province ? - May we 
10t enjoy this quiet and unmoleſted? Unmoleſted, I 
mean, by any Competitors For who is there a- 
make vou, Brethren, that is wW Ning (examine your 
own Hearts even 4 ſave Souls from Death at this 
Price? Would not v let a thouſand Souls periſh, 
rather than you w. eq be the Inſtrument of reſcuing 
them thus? TI do not ſpeak now with Regard to Con- 
ſcience, 5 o the luconveniences that mult accompany 
it. Can ſuüſtain them, if you von? Can you 
bear die 8: mmer: Sun to beat upon your naked Head? 
Can von ſufler the wintry Rain or Wind, from What 
ever (2:arter it blows? Are you able to ſtand in the 
open Vir, withon t any Covering or Defence, when Gon 
caſteth abroad his Snow like Wooll, or ſcattereth his 
Hoir-Frolt ihe Aſlies? And yet theſe are ſome of the 
ſmallet. pee eee which accompany Field preach- 
ing. Lr ber nd all theſe. are the Contradiction of Sin- 
ners, the Scoffs both 0: the Great Vulgar, and the 


Small: Contempt and Reproach of every Kind; often 
niore 
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But oppo Fit d preaching to be, in a Caſe of 
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more than Verbal Affronts, ſtupid, brutal Violence. 
ſometimes to the Hazard of Health, or Limbs or Life. 
Brethren, do you envy us this Honour ? What, I pray, 
would buy you to be a Hild preacher? Or what, think 
you, could induce any Man of common Senfe, to con- 
tinue therein one Year, unleſs he had a full Conviction 
in himſelf, that it was the Will of Gop concerning 
him ? 

Upon this Conviction it is (were we to ſubmit to 
theſe L'hings on any other Motive whatſoever, it would 
turniſh you with a better Proof of our Diſtraction than 
any that has yes been found) tLat ave now do, for the 
Good of Souls, what you cannot, will not, dare not 
do. And we dciire not that you ſhould ; but this one 
Thing, we may reaſonably deiire of you: Do not in. 
creaſe the Difficulties Which are already ſo great, that 
without the might» Power of Cob, we muſt tink under 
them. Do not aſſiſt in trampling down a little Handful 
of Men, who for the preſent tand in the Gap, between 
ten thouſand poor Wretches and As till you 
ind ſome others to take their Place 

25. Highly ncedful it is, that 5 ſhould do tkie 
Jeit thoſe poor Souls be loft without Remedy. And it 
mould rejoice the Hearts of all who delire the King- 
dom of Gop ſhould come, that ſo many of them have 
been ſnatch'd already from the Mouth of the Lion, by 
an unccnimon (tho' not unjawful) Way. Tis Circum- 
ſtance therefore is no Juit Excuſe, for not ackn . 
ing the Work of Gop. 2 „ if we confider, that 
whenever it has pleated Gop io Work ANY pra Work 
upon the Earth, even from the earlicit J imes, he hath 
ſtept, more or leſs, out of the common Way : Whether 
to excite the Attention of a greater Number of TROP 
than might otherwiſe have regarded it; or to ſeparate 


— 
of Heart, from thoſe of an hum- 


the proud and haughty 
ble, Child-like Spirit: "The former of whom he fore- 
om, would fall on that 


ſaw, truſting in their own Wit 401 


"ES and be broken; v hile the latter, enquiring with 
the Work, that it Was 


Simplicity, would ſoon know 
of GOD. 
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26. Nay (ſay ſome) but Gov is a Gop of Ain; 
And it is his Work, to give Under fonding. Whereas 
29% Man is one of them, and he is a Fol. You ſee the 
Fruits of their Preaching.“ No, my Friend, you don't. 
That is your Miſtake. A Fool very poſlibly he may be. 
So it appears by his Talking, perhaps Writing too. But 
this is none of the Fits of our Preaching. He was a 
Fool before ever he heard us. We found and are likely 
to leave him ſo. Therefore his Folly is not to be imput- 
ed to us, even if it continue to the Day of his Death. 
As we were not the Cauſe, ſo we undertake not the 
Cure of Diſorders of this Kind. No fair Man therefore 
can excuſe himſelf thus, from acknowledging the Worx 
of Gov. | | 

Perhaps you will ſay, „He is not a Natural Fool 
neither. But he is ſo ignorant! He knows not the firſt 
Principles of Religion. It is very poſſibſe. But have 
Patience with him, and he will know them by and by. 
Yea, if he be in earneſt to fave his Soul, far ſooner 


Wy ts 4 \ 
than you can conceive. And in the mean Time, nel- 
ther is this an Objection of any Weight. Many when 


they begin to hear us, may, without any Fault of ours, 
be utter Strangers to the whole of Religion. But this 
is no incurable Diſeaſe. Vet a little while and they may 
be wile unto Salvation. | 

Is the Ignorance you complain of. amon 


1 


ong this People 
(you who Object to the Peale more than to their Teachers) 
Fanother Kind? Don't they © know, how in Meekneſs 
to reprove or inſtruct thoſe that oppole themſelves ? ** 
{ believe what you ſay: All of them do not: They 
have not put on Gentleneis and Long-ſuffering. I with 


. 


they had: Pray for them that they may; that they 
may be mild and patient toward all Men. But what if 
they are not? Sure you do not make this an Argument 
that Gov hath not tent us? Our Lord came, and we 
come, rot to call the Rinhteous, but Sinners to Repen- 
tance Paſſionate Sinners, (ſuch as theſe whereof you 
complain as well as thoſe of every other Kind. Nor 
can it be expected they ſhould be wholly delivered 
from their Sin, as ſoon as they begin to hear his Word. 
27. A greater Stumbling-block than this is laid be- 
fore you, by thoſe that /ay aud do not. Such 1 [Bhs 
L or 
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for granted will be among us, altho' we purge them 
out as faſt as we can: Perſons that falt much of Reli- 

gion, that commend the Preachers, 3 are diligent 
in hearing them: It may be, read all their Books, and 
ling their Hymns; and yet no Change is wrought in 
their Hearts. Were they of old time as Lions in their 
Houſes? They are the ſame ſtill, Were they (in lo! 
Life) ſlothful or intemperate? Were they keking e or 
diſhoneſt ? over-reaching or 4 7 80 ve? Or aid they ute 


tO borrow and not pay r The Er. P17 hath not changed 


gelt 
his Skin, Were they {in high Lite delicate, tender, 
ſelf- indulgent? Were they nice in Furniture or Ap- 
parel? Were they fond oof Trifles, or of their own 
dear Perſons? The Lent pard ath- not change hey Opots, 
Yet their being with us 8 a Time proves no more 
than that we have not the miraculous Diſcernment 8 
Spirits. 

Others you may find in whom there was a real Chang e 
But it was only for a Seaſon. They are now | 
back, and are twofold more the Children of Hel 11 than 
before. Vet neither is this any manner of Proof, 1 that 
the former Work was not of GOD. No, not 8 


theſe Apoſtates ſhould, with the utmoſt Confidence, ſay 


all Manner of Evil againſt us. I expect they ſhould 
For every other Injury hath been forgiven, and will be 


to the End of the World. But hardly | ſhall any one 


forgive the intolerable Injury, of al perſuading bir 
to be a Chriſtian. When theſe Men therefore who were 
with us, but went out from among us, alert "Thing 

that may cauſe your Ears to tingle, "if you conſider el 
ther the Scripture, or the Nature of Man, it will no! 


ſtagger you at all, Much leſs will it excuſe you, for. 


not acknowledging the Work in general to be of GOD. 

28, But to all this it may poſſibly be replied, © Wher 
you bring your Credentials with you, when you prove 
by Miracles what you aſſert, then we will acknowledgs 
that GOD hath ſent you.. 


What is it you would have us prove by Miracles“ 


That the Do#rines we preach are true? This is not 
the Way to prove that: (as our firſt R:formers replied 
to thoſe of the Church of Rome, who, you may pro 
bably remember, were continually urging them with 
this 
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this very Demand.) We prove the Do#r:nes we preach 
by >cripture and Reaſon; and, if need be, by Antiquity. 

What elſe is it then we are to prove by Miracles ? 

Is it, 1. That A. B. was for many Years without 
Goo in the World, a common Swearer, a Drunkarc, a 
Sabbath breaker? 

Or, 2. wat he is not ſo now? 

Or, 2. That he continued fo till he heard us preach, 
and 7055 that time was hes Man? 

Not fo. The proper Way to prove theſe Facts, is 
by the * ee of competent Witnefles: and theſe 
Wit nelles are ready, Whenever required, to give fall 


. L\iwliww JIA C11 Aa 


Gr would you have us prove by Miracles, 
IE. is Was not done by ou gwn Power or Tots 
197. ONly- 15 able to raiſe the ! Dead: thoſe 
Who are dead in Ire pai es and Sings? Nay; ) you 
hear not Moſes aud the Pr. Abels and Apoſtles on this 
lead, neither anculd you believe the one roſe from the 


» 
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t is therefore utterly unreaſonable and abſurd, to 
require or expect the Proof of I zracles, in Queſtions of 
ſuch.a Kind, as are always decided, by Proofs of quite 
another Nature. 

29; 5 But you relate them yourſelf.““ -I relate juſt 
what I ſaw. from time to time: And. this is true, that 
ſome of thoſe Circumiances ſeem to go beyond the 
ordinary Courſe of Nature, But I do not peremptori- 
ly determine, whether they were ſupe rnatural, or no? 
Much leſs do [-reſt upon them, either the Proof of 
other Fas, or of the Docrines "heck I preach, 1 
prove theſe in the ordinary Way; the one by Teſtimony, 
the other by Scripture and Reaſon. 

* But if you can work Miracles when you pleaſe, 1s 
not this the ſureſt Way of proving them? This would 
put the Matter out of Diſpute at once, and ſuperſede 
all other Proot.”” 

You ſeem to lie under an entire Miſtake, both as to 
the Nature and Uſe of Miracles. It may reaſonably 
be queſtioned, whether there ever was that Man living 
upon Earth, except the Man CHRIST JESsus, that could 
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work we jracles when he pleaſed. Gop only avhen he 
pleaſed, exerted that Power, and by whomſoever 1t 


ole CIR 

But if a M an could v 
yet is there no Script. ure- At "mori, nor even Example 
for doing 1 it in order to {atisty ſuch a Demand as Fe, 
J do. not read, that either our Lob, or any of h. 
Apoſtles, wrought any Miracle on ſuch an Occaſion, 
by BE how 1 arply does our Lokp rebuke thoſe who 


ble 


N 
made a Demand of this Kind ? When certain of the 
ht =_ of the Pharijces anſvered, ſaying, Maſtes, 
abe abe ſoo a Sien from thee ; Obſerve, this was their 
deen of aufac cid :7 the ſtrong Reaſons whereby he 
U + prov ed the Works in Que [hon to be of Gop !) 

te an 85 ed and {cid to them, an til and adultengus Ge- 
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gien to it, but the Sig of the Prephet Jonas, Dat. x11, 
7 a, ' * F ts 

38, 39. An evil an > aduitero is. Generation! File they 

wenld not have nceded ſuch a kind of Proof. Had they 


y 
been abilling to de bis Mill, they wouid, without this, 
-2ve knovn that the Doctrine was of Gop. 
7 lo t] . 14+ edleſs 17 1 (Ci fo 
A;racles therefore are quite needleſs in ſuch a Caic 


Nor are they ſo concluſive a Proof as you imagine. If 


a Man could and did work them, in Defence of any 
Doctrine, yet this would not /ufer/ede other Proof. For 
there may be T:&474 Aide, lying Wonders, . 
wrought in ſupport of Falſhood. Still therefore 


Doctrine would remain to be proved, from the 970 27 
Topicks of Scripture and Reaſon. . And theſe even 
WI _ Miracles are ſufficient. -- But Miracles Without 
theſe are not. Accordingly our Saviour and all Bis 
Apoſtles, in the midſt of their greatelt Miracles, never 
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39; I preſume, by this Time you may. perceive. the 


croſs Abſurdity, of demanding Miracles in the pretent 
Caſe ; Seeing one of the Propoſitions in 3 ; 
(over and above our general Doctrines) wiz. That Sz 
ners are reform'd, can only be p x Oved by Teſtimony 
And the 1 «I ts Suns be done but by the Power 
of GOD,” ds no Proof, being {elf evident. 
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« Why, I did once myſelf rejoice to hear, (ſays a 
grave Citizen, with an Air of great Iinportunce) that ſo 
many Sinners were 5 till I found they were only 
turned from one Wicked: 125 to another; that they were 
turned from Curſing or Swearing, or Drunkenneſs, into 
the no leſs damnable Sin of Schiſin.“ 

Do you know what you ſay? You have, Lam afraid, 
a confuſed Huddle of Ideas in your Head. And 1 
doubt, you have not Capacity to clear them up yourſelf; 
nor Coolneſs enough, to receive Help from others. 

However I will try. What L Schiſm 2 Have. you 
Any determinate Idea of it? I aſk the rather becauſe 1 
have found, by repeated Experiments, that a common 
Engliſh Tradeſman receives no more Licht, when he 

i 


hens or reads, This is Schiſm,'” than it he heard 
or read 


. e 3 R ; 
Bojrbalio, firidars cla 22, ftoratantara, FUU YET) - 


Honelt Neighbour, don't be angry Lay down your 
Ha immer, and let us talk a little on this Head. 

You ſay, We are in the damnable Sin of Schiſen, 
and therefore in as bad a State as Adul terers or Mur- 
derers.“ 

aſk once more, What do you mean by Schiſim? 
« Schiſm! Schiſm! Why, it is ſeparating. from the 
Church. Ay, ſo it is. And yet every ſeparating from 
the Church to hien we once belonged, is not Schiſm. 
Ele you will make all the Erol; to be Schi ilmaticks, 


in ſeparating trom the Church = Rani. But we had 


Juit Cauſe.” '. So doubtleſs: we had; whereas Schiſm is 
a cau/elefs Separation from the Church of CHRIST. - So 
far ſo good. But you have many Steps to take before 


you can make g good that Concluſion, that a Separation 


from a particular National Church, fach as the Church 
of England 15, ether wich ſufficient Caule or without, 
comes under the Scriptural Notion of Schz/r. 

However, 3 this for granted, will you aver in 
cool Blood, That all who die in fack a Separation, that 
is, every one who dies a Quaker, a Bapriſt, an Inde- 
pendent, or a Preſby terian, is as infallibly damn'd as it 
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he died in the Act of Murder or Adultery ? Surely you 
flart at the Thought! It makes even Nature recoil. 
How then can you reconcile it to the Love that He 
all Things ? | 

31. But whatever State they are in, who cau/e/c/3/y 
/eparate from the Church of England, it affects not thoſe 
of whom we are ſpeaking; for they 4% not ſeparate from 
it at all. | 

You may eaſily be convinced of this, if you will only 
weigh the Particulars following. 


*5*7 5%, car 
a 


— 

1. A great Part of theſe went to #0. Church at all, 
before they heard us preach. They no more pretended 
to belong to the Church of England, than to the Church 
of Muſcovy. If therefore they went to 79 Church nov, 
they would be no farther from the Church than they 
were before. 

2. Thoſe who did /emetimes go to Church before, go 
three times as often now. Theſe therefore % nt /epa- 
rate from the Church. Nay, they are united to it mor? 
cloſely than before. 

3. Thoſe who ncocr went to Church at all beiore, . do 
go now at all Opportunities. Will common Senſe allow 
any one to ſay, that theſe are ſeparated from the Church? 

4. The main Queſtion is, Are they turned from do- 
ing the Works of the Devil, to do the Works of God ? 
Do they now live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in 
the preſent World? If they. do, if they hve accord. 
ing to the Directions of the Church, believe. her Doc: 
trines, and join in her Ordinances + With what Face can 
you ſay, that theſe Men ſeparate from the Church of £ 
England ? | 8 | 


32. But in what State are they whom the Clergy 
and Gentry (and perhaps you for one) have ſucceſsfully 1 
jaboured to preſerve from this damnable Sin of Sch:i/m ? 3 \ 

' Whom you have kept from hearing theſe Men, and /e- 
garating from the Church ? | 
Is not the Drunkard that was, à Drunkard ſtill? | 


Inquire of his poor Wife and Family. Is not the þ ? 
zommon Swearer fill korribly crying to GOD tor = 
Damnation F 
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Damnation upon his own Soul? Is not the Sinner in 
every other Kind, exactly the ſame Man ſtill? Not 
better at leaſt, if he be not worſe, than he was ten 
Vears ago. 

Now conſider, 1. Does the Church of England gain 
either Honour, or Oey or Bleſſing, by ſuch W retches 
as theſe c calling themſelves her Members? By Ten thou- 
fand Drunkards, or W horemongers, or Common Swear- 
ers? Nay, ought ſhe not immediately to ſpew them out? 
To renounce all - cllowthip With them? Wo 5 ſhe not 


ve far better wit thout them than with them? Let any 
Man of Vea afon } judge. | 
2. Is this Drunkard's calling himſelf. of the Church 


7 


of Probe. of any more Ute to him, than to the 
Church? Will this ſave him from Hell, if he die in his 
din? Will it not rather increaſe his Damnation ? 
3..1s not a Drunkard of a ny Other Church, 
good as a Drunkard of the Charth of England“ Ve 
iS not a drunken 5 Papiſt as much in the Favour of Gop, 
as a drunken Prote/tant ? 
T - * 
4+ Is not a curſing, ſwearin, 
in one to be Found) fall 
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Curling, ſwearin g Chriſtian? 
Mr 1 3 
Way, 8. It 1 7 8 n 4 any Ads dtage, does it not he 2 
5 . % s 
on the Side of the former? Is he not the leſs inexcul- 


* 4 


— 


* 1 * 1 * 4 a * . 
Ahla M 2 N17 of As in pine ACA mir Ft 7 
AMVIC UI 9295 LO: 448 Unning 48 N 

So 
* 


* 
O why will you ſink theſe poor Souls deeper into 


z 
Perdition, than thi ey are ſunk already? Why will you 
hk a „ „ Ka. I 
Propheiy unto them Peace, Peace; When there is no 
Peace? Why, if you do it not yourſelf { 


i elt {Whether you 
cannot, or wil not, Gop kn hou 1 you hinder 


10weth) 
us fron T1214 Heng them 11 to the ay of Peace 2 
23. Will you endeavour to exc uje yourielf, by ſay ing, 
There are not mary who are the better for your 
* Preaching: And theſe by vg by \ Will be as bad as 


ever; as ſuch and ſuch an one ! s already? 

would to Gop I could ſet this in a juſt Light! But 
I: cannot, All Language fails. 

Gop begins a glorious Work in our Land. You ſet 
vourſelf againit it with all your Might; to prevent its 
beginning Where it does not yet appear, and to deſtroy 
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it where-ever it does. In Part you prevail. You keep 
many from hearing the Word that 1s able to ſave their 15 
Souls. Others who had heard it, you induce to turn 
back from Gov; and to liſt under the Devil's Banner 
again. Then you make the Succeſs of your own Wick- 
nel an Excuſe for not lang. the Work of 


formed And that me of thoſe are now as bad as 
«© Ever! 

Whoſe Fault is this? Is it ours? Or your own? 
Why have not "Thouſands more been reformed ?“ Yea, 
for every one who is now turned to Gop, why are 
there not Fen c ooülancd k Becauſe you and your Aſſo- 
ciates laboured ſo heartily in the Cauſe of Hell; be- 

cauſe you and they ſpared no Pains, either to prevent 
or to deſtroy the Work of GOD] By uſing all the Power 
and Wiſdom you had, you. hindered Thouſands from 
hearing the Goſpel, Which they might e found to be 
the Power of Gop unto Salvation; Their Blood - 1 
upon your Heads. By inventing, or countenancing, o. 
retailing Lies, ſome refined, ſome groſs. and] palpable, 
you hindered others from profiting by what they did 
hear. Mu are anſwerable to God for theſe Souls ogy. 
Many who began to taſte the good Word, and run the 
Way of God's 0 you, by various Me- 


Lot eee e 


thods, prevailed on to hear it no more. SO they {0012 
drew back to Perdition But know, that fol 1 one 
of oe alſo, Gop will require an Account of % in 3 
the Day of Judgment. 2 | 
34. And yet, in Spite of all the Malice, bd Wi. 
dom, and Strength, not only of Men, but of Principa- 4 | 
\ 


{ities and Pg VEFS, of the Rulers of the Dai Ane of this 
World, of the wicked Spirits in high Places; there are 
Thouſands found, who are turned from dumb Jdols, t5 
ſerve the living and true GOD What a Harveſt then 
might we have ſeen before now, if all who jay, they 
are on the LORD's Ci. e, had come, as in all Reaſon 
they ought, tothe Help of the LO RD againſt the Migh- 
ty £ ca, nad they only not oppoſed { the Work of Go b, 
had they only . vincd fin his Meſſengers 3 might not 

the Trumpet of Gop have been heard long ſince in 
every 
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every Corner of our Land? And Thouſands of Sinners 
in every County been brought to /zar GOD and honour 
the Ring. 

Judge of what immenſe Service we might have been, 
even i thy 15 ſingle Point, both to our King, and Coun- 
try. All who "hear and regard the Word we preach, 
nor the Riu, for GOD's Sake. They render: unto 
Cefn tHe 7; prays that are Ceſ/ar's, as well as unte GOD 
the 1 kings tbat are G0 D. — They have no Con- 
eption of Pieiy w nge Loyalty; knowing the Poxvers 


that be, are ordained os GOD.” I pray GOD to ſtreng- 


* 1 * * 1 * 
then all that are of this Mi: id, how many ſoever they 
? Fin Ne 1 S " 5 3 
be. But might there not have been at this Day, an 
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Hunger, ſo we may bak teilify the Goſpel of the 
Grace an The Rich, the Honour able, the Great, 
Ke are th wan ly willing (if it be the WW ill of our 
Lokp) to leave to you; Only let us alone with the 
Poor, the Vulgar the Baſe, the Outcaſts of Mien. 
| allo to yourſelves. the Saints of the World : But 
ſufter us % call Sinners to Repentance; even the moſt 
vile, the molt ignorant, the moſt abandon'd, the moſt 
nerce and ſavage of whom we can hear. To theſe yy 
il go forth in the Name of our Losp, deſiring no- 
2119, receiving nothing of any Man (fave the Bread 
we eat, while we are under his Roof and let it be 
een, whether G O hath ſent us. Only, let not your 
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Hands, who fear the Lorp, be upon us. Why ſhould 
we be ſtric ken of oa any more? 


IV. 1. Surely: ye are 8 0 Excuſe, all who do not 
yet know the Day of your V :ſitation! The Day, 
wherein the Great G CD, who hath been forgotten 
among us, Days without Number, is arifing at once to 
be avenged of his Adverſaries, and to viſit and redeem 
his Peopie. Are not his Judgments and Mercies both 
abroad? And ſtill, will ye. not learn Righteouſneis ? 
Is not te LORD paſſing Ey? . Doth not @ great and 
firong i ind already begin to rend the Mountains, and to 
breat in Pieces the Rocks before the LORD? Is not the 
Earthquake alſo felt already? And a Fire hath begun 
to burn in his Anger. Who knoweth what will be the 
End thereof? But at the ſame. Time, he is ſpeaking to 
many in a fill, ſmall Voice. He that hath Ears to hear, 
let him hear, leſt he be ſuddenly deitroy'd, and that 
without Remedy! 

2. What Excu/e can poſſibly be made for thoſe, who 
are regardle/s of ſuch a Senden as this? Who are at 
ſuch a Criſis, ſtupid, ſenſcleſs, anappicl henhve ; - carin; 
for none of theſe Things? Who do not give then: 
ſelves the Paius to 1hink about the m, but are ſtill. e@/3 
and unconcerned? What! can there ever be a Point, on 
which it more behoves you to. Hint? And that with 
the cooleſt and deepeſt Attention? As 10 pg as the Hea- 
ven and the Earth remain, can there be any Thing. of 
ſo vaſt Importance, as Gov's Laſt Call to a a guilty Land, 
juſt periſhing in its Iniquity ! 

You, with thoſe round about you, deſerved long ago 
to have drank the Dregs of the Cup of Trembling : V ea, 
to have been Vuniſo 4 d everlaſting Defer auction, from: 
the Preſence of the LORD, and from the Glory of V. 
Power. But he hath not dealt with you according to 
your Sins, neither rewarded you after your lniquities 
And once more he 15 mixing Mercy with Judgment 
Once more He is crying albud, Turn ye, turn ye from 
your evil Ways; for why "avill Je die, O Houje of lirael * 
And will you not deign to give him the Hearing? It 
you are not careful to anſwer him in this Matter. Do 
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you ſtill ſhut your Eyes, and ſtop your Ears, and har- 
den your ſtubborn Heart? On beware, leſt GOD 
laugh at your Calamity, and mock nen your Fear 
cometh! _ 

3. Will you plead, that you have other Concerns to 
mind? That other Bafine1. enynges your 
It does ſo indee ; but this is your Fogtiſlmess this 
is the very Thing that leaves you without Fixcute -— 
For what Buſineſs can be of equal Moment? The Ma- 
riner may have many Concerns to mind, and many 
Bulin befles to engage. his Thoughts: but not when the 
Ship is fi. ik ing. In ſuck a _ Circumſtance {it is your 
Wu) you have but one Thing to think of. Save the 
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you are in, che more GECPLY intent ſhould YOU be.on 
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hoietors now 1 mult think of Arms and Provi/ions. 
I have no Time now to: think of Religion. his is 
exactly as if the Mariner ſhould ſay, Now I muſt 
© think of my Guns and Stores. I have no Time now 
to think of the Held.“ Why Man, you muſt think 
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f this, or periſh, It is there the Leak is ſprung. Stop 


. 1 L = ; 1 
that, Or y-OU hrs ay „ou! Stores wall 80 together to the 
Bottom of the Sea. 

Is not this your. very Cale? Then, whatever you 


do, top the Leak: Elſe you go to the Bottom I do 
not ſpeak againſt your Stores. The ey are good in their 
Kind; and it may be well they are laid in. But 
all your Sternes will not fave. the finking Ship, unleſs 
you can ſtop the Lear. Unleſs you can ſome Wa 

keep out theſe F/ovds of Unzodlineſs, that are fill con- 
tinually pouring in, you mult ſoon be ſwallowed up in 
the Great Deep, in che Abyſs of G O D's Judgments, 
This, this is the Deſtruction of the Eng lid Nation, 
It is VICE, burſting in on every Side, that is juſt ready 


to ſink us, into Slay ery firſt, and then into the ne- 
ther- 
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thermoſt Hell. Who is à wiſe Man, and endued 
wwith Knowledge among you? Let him think of this. 
Think of this, all that love your Country, or that care 
for your own Souls. If now eſpecially you do not think 
of this one Thing, you have no Excuſe before GOD or 
Man. 

5. Little more Excuſe have you, who are ſtill in 
doubt concerning e Day of your Viſitation. For you 
have all the Proof that you can reaſonably expect or 
deſire, all that the Nature of the Thing requires, That 
in many Places, Abundance of notorious Sinners are 
totally reſormed, is declared by a thouſand Eye and 
Ear-witneſles, both of their preſent and paſt Behaviour. 
And you are ſenſible, the Proof of ſuch a Point as this 
muſt, in the Ne ture of Things, reſt upon Teſtimony. 
And that Gop alone is able to work ſuch a Reſorma- 
tion, you know all the Scriptures teſtify. What would 
you have more? What Pretence can you have, for 
doubting any longer? You have not the leaſt Room to 

expect or deſire any other, or any ſtronger Evidence. 

I truſt, you are not of thoſe who fertif themſclves 
againſt Conviction; who are ** ie they will never 
<© believe this.“ They aſk, ©, Who are theſe Men? 
We tel] them plainly : But they credit us not. An 
other and another of their own Friends is convinced, 
and tell them the ſame Thing. But their Anſwer is 
ready, Are Ta turn'd Methodiſt too? 80 Heir 


Teſtimony likewiſe goes for Nothing. Now how 3s it 


poſſible theſe ſhould ever be convinced? For they will 
believe none but thoſe who ſpcak on ore Side. 

6. Do you delay fixing your Judgment, till you fee 

a Work of G O D, without any Stumbling- blocks at- 
tending it? That never was yet, nor ever will. 1. 
auuſt necds be, that Offences avill come. And ſcarce ever 
was there ſuch a Work of G O D before, with fo few 
as have attended 2/16. 

When the Refermaticn began, what mountainous 
Offences lay in the Way, of *even the ſincere Mem- 
bers of the Church of Reme ? They ſaw ſuch Failings 
in thoſe great Men, Luther and Calvin! Their vehe- 
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ment Tenaciouſneſs of their own Opinions; their Pitter- 


refs toward all who differed from them; their /rpatience 


of Contradiction, and utter Want of Forbearance, even 
With their own Brethren, 

But the grand Stumbling - block of all, was, their 
open avowed Separation. from the Church; their reject- 
ing ſo many of the Do@rives and Practices, which the 
others accounted the moſt ſacred; and their continual 
Iuwectides againſt the Church they ſeparated from, ſo 
much ſharper than Michael's Reproot of Satan. 

Where there fewer Stumbling - blocks attending the 
Reformaticn in Eng rats at no. For what was 
Henry the Eighth ? Confider, either his-CharaZyr, his 
Molides to the Work, or 15 Mauer ot purſuing it 
And even Ring Edzyord's Biniſtiy we cannot Clear, ot 
perſecuting in their Burns, yea, and burning Heretichs 
ine man 
Open Separation from the Church. 
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about Opiiuns and Eten. 275 rather han in „ 
Fanh, Mere; and the Lave of G05. 

In theſe es N the Caſe was nearly che ſame 
When he Bupri/ts fruit appeared in Err/aude I hey im- 
mediately 4 Lt ies i warm. Dipute,- not concerning 
the Vital, of Chrihian „but CQ COIN: ure Mauer 
and ime of POT eng of tis Ex 1 (  AARANCES 
of it. And as their O5 ien heicot tot. I'y dis cred trom 
that of ail the other :\;cmbe;s f the Charca of Eng- 
land, ſo they ſoon openly declared them oP a atio nom 
it, dot wWithodt tharp Cesſures Of thoſc x op conti ied 

Frein. 
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8. The ſame Occaſion of Offence was, in a ſmaller 
Deoree, given by the Preſbyterians and Independents: For 
they alſo ipent great Part of their Time and Strength, 
in oppoſing the commonly received Opinions concerning 
ſome of the Circumſtantials of Religion; and for the 
Sake of theſe, ſcparated from the Church. 

But I do not include that venerable Man, Mr. Philig 
Henry, nor any that were of his Spirit, in this Num- 
ber. I know they abhorred contending about Exter- 
nals. Neither did they /eparate themſelves from the 
Church, They continued therein, till they were dri 
ven out, whether they would or no. I cannot but ten- 
derly ſympathize with theſe ; and the more, becauſe 
this is, in Part, our own Cale. Warm Men ſpare no 
P ans, at this very Day, to drive ws out of the Church. 

'hey cry out to the People, where-ever one of us 
comes, A Mad Dog, a Nad Dog!“ If haply we 
might fly for our Lives, as many have done before us. 
Ald ſure it is, we ſhould have complied with their De- 
lire, we ſhopld. merely for Peace and Quietneſs have 
left the Church long before now, but that we could not 
in Conſcience do it. And it is on this ſingle Motive, it 


is for Conſcience Sake that we {till continue therein; and 


ſhall continue (Gop being our Helper) unleſs they by 
Violence thruſt us out. 

9. But to return, What are the Stumbling - blocks 
in the pretent Caſe, compared to thoſe in any of the 
preceding ? 

We do not diſpute concerning any of the Externals 
ur Circumſiantials of Religion. There is no Room; for 
We agree With you therein. We approve of, and ad- 
here to them all: All that we learned together when 
we were Children, in our Catechi/m and Common Prayer 
HPoot. We were born and bred up in your own Church, 
and defire to die therein. We always were, and are 

Low, zealous for the Church; only not with a blind, 


angry Zeal. We hold, and ever have done, the ſame 


Opinions, which you and we received from our Fore- 
fathers. But we do not lay the main Streſs of our Re- 
ligion on any Opinions, right or wrong: Neither do 
we ever begin, or willingly join in any Dijpate concern- 


ing 
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Ing them. The Weight of all Religion, we appre- 
hend, reits on Holineſs of Heart and Life. And con- 
ſequently, wherever we come, we preſs this with all 
our Might. How wide then is the Difference between 
our Caie and the Caſe of any of thoſe that are above- 
mentioned? T hey avivedly ſeparated from the Church: 
We utterly di/z45xv any ſuch Deſign They ſeverely, 
and almoſt contine 1 inveighed againſt the Doctrines 
and Diſcitline of the Church they left. We approve 
both the Dockrines and 7 pon of our r Church, and in- 
veigh only againſt Urocd/ine/s and Unrighteouſneſs. They 
ſpent g great Felony of their Time an a Strength in con- 
tending t Eæternals and Circan 2/7an RVA We a- 
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gree with 55 in both; ſo that having no room to 


ſpend any Lime in ſuch vain Contention, WO have. Our 
Defire of th en Eng and being ſpent, in Prom ,0tng plain 
Practical Religion. How many Stumbling-blocks ar 
removed out of ur Way? W hy do not you acknows 
ledge the. Y fo Fic Gon? 7 

10. If you fay, 5* Becauſe you hold Ofiaions & Hich 

E cannot believe are true: 4 anſwer, Believe them 
true or falſe; I will not quarrel with yon about any 


Opinion. Only fee that your Heart be right 3 


God, tha t you know and love the Lord Juv: CHRIST; 
that you love your Neighbour, and walk as your MaC. 
ter walked,” and I defire no more. Lam ſick of Obi. 
nions: 1 am weary to bear them: My Soul loaths this 
frothy Food. Give me ſolid and ſubſtantial R eligion. 
wy me an humble, gentle Lover of Gop and Man; 

Man fall of Merey and good Fruits, w1 ithout Par- 
tiality, and without Hypocriſy : A Man laying him- 
ſelf out in the Work of Faith, the Patience of Hope, 
the Labour of Love. Let my Soul be with % Chri- 
ftians, Whereſoever they are, and whatfoever Opinion 
they are of. Whoever thus doth the Mill of my Father 
avhich is in Heaven, the ſame is my Brother, and viſter, 
and Mother. 

Inexcuſably infatuated muſt you be, if you can 
even doubt whether the Propagation of this Religion be 
of Gon! Only more inexcuſable are thoſe unhappy 
Men, who oppo/e, contradict, and blaſpheme it. 
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Show long will you flop your Ears againſt him, that 
ſtill crieth, Why perſecuteſt thou me ? It. is har fer thee 
to lic gin. the Pricks ; for a Man to contend with his 
Maker. How long will you deſpiſe the v ell known 
Advice of a great and learned Man, Refrain from theſe 
Men, and let them alone. I, this Work be of Man, it 
avill come to nought. But if it be of GOD, Je cannot 
overthrow it. And why ſhould you be foun „ even t9 
gli againſt GOD? If a Man fight with G00, tha: 
he eval Canſt thou thuncer avith a Voice lite him? 
Make Haſte. Fall down. Humble thyſelt before him 
Leſt he put forth bis Hand, and thou periſh! 


12. How long will you fight under the Parner of the 
great Enemy of SON and Man? You are now in his 


is You are teoking part evith the Dex il agaimlt 
GOD.: Even ſuppoling there were no other Proof, this 


would undeniably appear, from the Fee Company 
among whom you are enlilled, and who war one and 
the ſume Warfare. I have heard ſome affirm,” that the 
moſt bitter Enemies to the preſent Work of G OD, were 
Phariſees. They meant, Men VV 110 Re id the Form oft 
Godlineſs, but denied the Porter of it. But J cannot 
fay ſo. The ſharpeſt Adveriaries thereof whom J have 
hitherto known unleſs one might except 2 few honour- 
? NR / ? ; 4 T : 
able Men, whom I may be cxcuſed from naming) were 
the Scum of C:rrwwel}, the Rabble of Piiſten and Larle- 
ſton; the wild Beaſts of Yael, and the Turnkeys of 
Newgate. 7 


13. Might not the Very Sig cht of t icfe T7 "00 J, ſhe ve 


any reaſonable Man, to w hat Gere they belong'd ? 
As well as the N tapes they never fail to uſe 3 the moſt 
horrid Oaths and Exicrations, und lawleſs F lines „Car 
rying away as a Flood whatiocver it is which ſtands be- 
fore it: Habipg no EYES nor Ears, no Regard to the 
loudeſt Crics. of Reaſor, ſuſtice or IIa manity. Can 502 
join Heart or Hands withet ele a y longer ? With juch 
an infamous, ſcandalous Rabble-rout, roaring and rage- 

ing, as if they were juſt broke looſe, with their Captain 
Apollyen. from the bottomlels Pit? Does it not rather. 
concern you, and that in the higheſt Degree, as well as 


— 


every 
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every Friend to his King and Country, every Lover of 
Peace, Juſtice and Mercy, immediatcly to join and top 
| any ſuch godleſs Crew, 25 they would join to ſtop a 
= Fire juſt beginning to ſpread, or an liundation of the 
Sea ? 


14. If, on the contrary, you join with that godleſs 
Crew, and ſtrengthen their Hands in their Wickedneſs, 
mult not you, im all Reaſon, be accounted, (like them) 
a publick Enemy of Mankind ? And indeed ſuch mult 
every one appear, in the Eye of unprejudiced Reaſon, 
who oppoles directly or indire ly, the Reformation of 
Mankind. By Reformation I mean, the bringing them 
back (not to this or that Syſtem of Ofigions, or to 
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they embrace this religious Opinion or that, is no more 
Concern to me, than whether they embrace this or that 
Syſtem of A/ronmy... ATC they brought to holy Zent- 
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A farther Appeal 
or hectoring Cowards may brave it out, it is evident to | 
every Man vof calm Reflection, that our Nation ſtands 
on the very Brink of Deſtruction. And why are we 
thus, but becauſe e Cry of our Wickedneſs is gone up to 
Heawen? Becauſe we have ſo exceedingly, abundantly, | 
beyond Meaſure, corrupted cur Mays before the LORD. A 
And becauſe to all our other Abominations we have 
added, the open fighting againſt GOD ; the not only 
rejecting, but even denying, yea, blaſpheming his laſt 
Offers of Mercy ; the hindering others who were deſi- 

rous to cloſe therewith ; the deſpitefully uſing his Meſ- 
ſengers, and the variouſly troubling and oppreſſing thoſe 
who did accept of his Grace, break off their Sins, and 
turn to him with their whole Heart. | 


16. I cannot but believe, it is c on this Account, 
that GOD hath now a Controverſy with our Land. 
And muſt not any confiderate Man be inclined to form 
the ſame Judgment, if he reviews the State of publick 
Afairs, for only a few Years lait paſt? I will not enter 
into Particulars. But, in general, can you poſhbly help 
obſerving, that whenever there has been any thing like 
a publick Attempt, to ſuppreſs this new Sea, (for fo it 
was artfully reprefented) another and another p 
Trouble aroſe, This has ben repeated fo often, that it 
is ſurpri-ing any Man of Senſe can avoid taking Notice 
of it. May we furu at length fo him that /miteth us, 
He gring the Rod and him that afppointeth t | May we 
bumble ou ſelves under the mighty Hand of GOD, before 
the great Deep ſwallow us up! 
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17. Juſt now, «7x. on the 4th of this Inſtant Bei 1 
ber, the Reverend Mr. Henry Wickham, one of his Ma- 9 
jeſty's Juſtices of Peace for the weſt- Riding of Tork/hire, 7 
writes an Order 4 
To the Conſtable of Kiglley, commanding him, “to 1 
convey the Body of Jonathan Reeves, (whoſe real 
Crime 13, tne calling Sinners to Repentance) to his Ma- 
jeſty's Goal and Caſtle of 7%. Sulpefieg {ſaith the 
Precept) of being a Spy among us, and a dangerous 


Man to the Perſon and Government of his Nl. Jelty 
King George,” 


GOD 
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G OD avert the Omen! I fear this is no Preſage 
either of the Repentance or Deliverance of our poor 
Nation ! 

18. If we will not turn and repent, if we will har- 
den our Hearts, and acknowledge neither his Judgments 
nor Mercies; what remains but the fulfilling of that 
dreadful Word, which G O D ſpake by the Prophet 
_ ectzel Son of Man, when the Land ſinneth againſt me, 

by treſpaſſiug gricv vauſly” ; then avill 1 flretch forth my 
Hand upon it, and break. the Staff of the Bread thereef. 
— Tong theſe three Men, Noah, Daniel and Job, 
ewere in it, they ſhould deliver but their own Souls. Or 
if bring a Sword upon that Land, and ſay, © SWORD, 


*.GO-THROUGH- TRE LAND: Or if 1 ſend a 
Peſtilence into that Land, and pour out my Fury upon it in 
Blood : ——-T hough Noah, Daniel and Job vere in it, 


as live, ſaith, the Lora GOD, they ſhall deliver neither 
Son nor Daughter; they Hall 2 1 their own Souls 
by ther R: ahteouſneſs, Ch, X1V... ver. 13, 14, 17, 19, 20. 
Yet rags therein ſhall be left a Remnant, that all 
be brought forth, both Sons and Dans ers. And ye 
ſhall = a concerning the Evil that I hade brought 
upon Jerulalem. And ye Neill know that 1 have not 
done auithoul Cauſe, all that I habe dane in it, ſaith the 


Lord GOD: Wer. 22 
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Anſwer to the low Mr. Chur 555 s Remarks, pr. 4 d. 
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14 A Sermon on Ep heſians, N. 14; pr. 1% 

15 A Sermon on Salvation by Faith, price 1 d. 

16 Scriptural Chriſtianity. 3 Sermon preach'd before 
the Univeriity of Oxford, Aug. 24. 1744. ny 2d. 

17 Chriſtian Perfection, a Sermi on, pr. 2d. 


18 The Doctrine of Salvation, Faith and good Works, 


price 1d. 
19 Swear not at all, price 25. a hund. 
20 A Word to a Drunkard, pr. 2s. a hund. 


21 An Farneſt Perſuaſive to keep the Sabbath holy, 
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23 Advice to an Engliſhman, pr. 28. a hund. 

4 Advice to a ProtcRant, pr. 1d 

5 The Life of God in the Soul of Man, price 4d. 
6 A Collection of Forms of Prayer, pr. 3d. 

7 Ditto Family Prayers, pr. 2d. 


NOE. N. 
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28 Chriſtian Prudence, pr. 3 d. 
29 Reflections upon the ConduRt of Human Life, pr. 3 
30 Inſtructions for Children, price 3 d. 
31 The Chriſtian Pattern, pr. 8 d. 
2 Diſcourſes on the Redemption of Man, price 6 d. 


VO. 
Containing 
33 An Extract from a Treatiſe on Chriſtian Perfection, 
price ſtitch'd is. 4 
34 An Extract from a ſerious Call to a holy Lite, 
pr. is. 6d. ſtitch'd. . 
VOL. XII 
Containing 
35 An Extract of the Pilgrim's Progreſs, pr. 4d. 


30 'The Life of Mr. Thomas Haliburton, pr, Cd. 
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BOOKS publiſh'd. 


An Extract of the Life of M. de Renty, pr. 4d. 


A ſhort Account of the Death of Mrs, Hannah 
Richardfon, pr. 1d. 


Nicodemus: Or, a Treatiſe on the Fear of Man, 
price 3d. 


The Caſe of John Nelſon, pr. z d. 
Modern Chriſtianity exemplified, pr. 3d, 


VO. L. XIII. 
Containing 
New England Narrative, pr. 4d. 


Marks of a Work of the Spirit of Gov, pr. 4d. 


Thoughts on the preſent Revival of Religion in 
New-England, pr. 8d. 


VOL. XIV. 
Containing 
An Earneſt Appeal to Men of Reaſon and Religion, 
pr. 6d. 
A farther Appeal, Part 1, 2, 3. pr. 18. 6d. 
VOL. XV. 
Containing 


Free Grace, a Sermon, pr. 2d. 

A Dialogue between a Predeſtinarian and his Friend, 
price 1 4 

Serious Conſiderations concerning Election and Re- 
probation. Price 1d. 

Ditto, on Abſolute Predeſtination, Price 2d. 

The Scripture Doctrine concerning Election, &c. 
price 2 d. | 
Thoughts on! Marriage and Celibacy, price 1d. 

A ſhort View of the Differences between the Mora- 
vian Brethren and the Rev. Mr. Weſleys, price 2d. 
Dialogue between an Antinomian & his Friend. 1 d. 
Second Dialogue between an Antinomian, Kc. id. 
Mr. Baxter's Aphoriſ ms concerning Juſtification. 3d. 
A 3 of Receits, for the le of the PooR, 

«2, 
1 on God's everlaſting Love, price 3d. 
Ditto, price 4d. 
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—M BOOKS publithd, 


There are likewiſe printed, ſingly, 


60 The Nature and Deſign of Chriſtianity, price 1d. 
61 Collection of Hymns, pr. 3d. - 

62 Companion to the Altar, price 2d. 

63 Elegy on Robert Fones, Eiq; pr. 6d. 


Alſo a Collection of Tunes, pr. 3d. —and Mr. V te- 
feld's Tryal, pr. id. 
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